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New Style! Roomier New Toe Box! 

All the wonderful Dr. Scholl's Comfort 
your feet are used to — even the famous 
"touch and go" Magic Cling™ closure! Just 
strap yourself in and prepare for take-off... 
Around the world, around the block, or 
simply out for dinner! 

Soft supple uppers are genuine leather 
with durable man-made counter, quarter 
and trim. Fully padded foam-backed 
linings throughout, even on collar, 
tongue and strap, cradle & cushion 
your feet. Get comfort you can 
count on, with no buckles, laces 
or ties, just one simple flick 
of the MagicCling ™ strap and 
you're set! Order today! 
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Imported^ 



Molded heel cup 
with latex pad 
positions foot and 
adds extra layer^ 
of cushioning ^ 

EVA heel insert for 

shock-absorption 

TPR outsole 

for lightweight 
comfort 




COMFORT INSOLE 

Perforated sock and insole 

for breathability, 
flexibility & 
comfort 




Modular System 

for cushioned comfort 

©2005 Schering-Plough HealthCare Products, Inc. 
Manufactured for Brown Shoe Company, Inc., under 
license from Schering-Plough HealthCare Products, Inc. 
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EXCLUSIVE VIETNAM VETERANS 

SERVICE WATCHES 

FEATURING YOUR SERVICE EMBLEM, VIETNAM WAR MEDAL AND RIBBON 




fficial Vietnam Veterans Military Watches honor 
your service to Country. The unique watch dial 
is a replica of the Vietnam Service Medal and is 
a powerful reminder of the bravery and sacrifice 
made by so many during this historic conflict. 

The exclusive watch band features the 
Vietnam Service Ribbon above the Service 
Medal dial. Your Service Branch 
Emblem, in full enameled colors, is 
set in the band below the dial. 
The caseback will be engraved 
with your initials, years served 
and Post Number. 

Watch features include a precision 
quartz movement for accuracy 
within seconds per month, water- 
resistant case and adjustable 
bracelet, both decorated with 23 
karat gold. 

A convenient payment plan is 
available, and your satisfaction is 
guaranteed or return within 30 days 
for replacement or refund. 



Korean War & World War II Service Watches Now Available! 




YOU HAVE EARNED THE RIGHT TO WEAR THIS SERVICE MEDAL WATCH. 






FOR FASTEST SERVICE CALL TOLL FREE TO ORDER: 1 - 3 00 "255 "3048 

Monday - Friday from 9am - 5pm EST Have Credit Card ready when ordering. 



OR, MAIL TO: Veterans Commemoratives™, 1250 Easton Road, Suite 290, Horsham, PA 19044 

□ YES. I wish to order the following Service Watch, featuring my service branch emblem, 
medal and ribbon, Post Number, initials and years of service, (/check choices) 



□ VIETNAM □ Korea □ World War II 

SERVICE BRANCH: 

□ Army □ Navy 

□ Marine Corps 

INITIALS DESIRED (3): 



□ Air Force 

□ Coast Guard 



CREDIT CARD: 

□ VISA □ MC □ AMEX 

cc# 



exp. / 
□ DISCOVER 



Signature 

SHIPPING ADDRESS: (WE CANNOT SHIP TO P.O. BOXES) 



POST #: . 



SERVICE YRS: . 



. to_ 



I WISH TO PAY AS FOLLOWS: 

□ Enclosed is my check or money order for 
$125* per watch payable to "Veterans 
Commemoratives" as payment in full, or 

□ Charge my credit card $ 125* per watch 
as payment in full, or 

□ Charge my credit card in 2 monthly 
installments of $ 62.50* each. 



Name 



Address . 



City. 



State 



. Zip_ 



Daytime Phone # ( 



ALLOW 4-6 WEEKS FOR DELIVERY. 

* PLUS $7.95 PER WATCH FOR ENGRAVING, S& H. 

* PA RESIDENTS ADD 6% ($7.98) SALES TAX. 
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Duty. Honor. Courage. For the firefighter, these words sum up the ideals that 
make a life spent on the edge of danger worth every risk. Now, in tribute to their 
bravery and commitment, we present Visions of Valor, a 4-edition collection 
honoring firefighters everywhere. 

The collection premieres with "Duty," a fine porcelain plate banded in 22K 
gold, bearing the acclaimed firefighter art of Mark Manwaring. Each of the three 
porcelain plates in the collection portrays an emotional, powerful aspect of 
firefighting, but it is the impressively-sized, custom-crafted Firefighter Ax 
display that truly makes the Visions of Valor collection so distinctive. Bearing 
the familiar symbol of the Maltese Cross, the sculpted ax head is plated in gold, 
and the real wood handled holds each plate securely. 

Strong demand is expected for each strictly limited edition, so act now to 
acquire each piece of the collection (three plates and the ax display) at the 
$39-95 per piece issue price, the first edition payable in two installments of 
$19.97 each (plus $5.99 shipping and service). Send no money now. Mail the 
Reservation Application today! 
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Inspiring artwork is 
crafted on fine porcelain 
collector's plates banded 
in 22K gold 



A 31 -inch long 
sculpted firefighter's 
ax display includes a 
real wood handle 



collectiblestoday. com 

Home of The Bradford Exchange and All Things Collectib 



RESERVATION APPLICATION 

THE BRADFORD EXCHANGE 

9345 Milwaukee Avenue • Niles, IL 607 1 4- 1 393 
™ E ^^^^- OF COLLECTING® 

YES. Please reserve the four-piece Visions of Valor 

collection as described in this announcement 

Limit: one per order. Please Respond Promptly 

Signature 



Mr. Mrs. Ms._ 



Name (Please Print Clearly) 



Address . 



City 



State _ 



-Zip. 



48651 -E94991 

Illinois residents add state sales tax. Prices higher in Canada. A limited-edition presenta- 
tion restricted to 95 firing days. Please allow 4-8 weeks after initial payment for shipment 
of Edition One. All sales are subject to product availability and order acceptance. 
NOTE: Display is shipped after Plate Three. 



>lates shown smaller than actual size of 6% 
iches. Firefighter Ax shown much smaller 
than actual height of 31 inches. 
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American hero 

In the November issue, you 
picture acting Army Secretary 
Les Brownlee greeting a World 
War II veteran. The veteran is 
Wallace A. Swanson Sr., com- 
manding officer of A Company, 
502nd PIR, 101st Airborne 
Division, during the European 
campaign of 1944 and 1945. He 
was taken. I thought you might 
an American hero. 

Tired of games i 

Well done, Commander Cad- 
mus! I was thrilled to read the 
open letter to Sens. Bill Frist and 1 
Tom Daschle (December). We are 
tired of the political games and 
lies from Washington. Flag 
burning has never been and never 
will be about free speech. It is a 
hate crime, plain and simple. i 

- Tim Grams, Fairfield, Pa. i 

Keep hope alive 

Your letter to Sens. Frist and ] 
Daschle is perfect. I had lost heart 
that the flag-desecration amend- 
ment would ever get passed. Raise 
hell and raise the flag. 

- Dennis Paterka, Chicago 

Nature of the beast 

I share the national command- 1 
er's frustration with lack of action i 
on the flag amendment despite i 
Senate leadership's bipartisan 1 
assurances. But politicians lie; it's i 
the nature of the beast. Essen- ] 
tially, in a hotly contested election 
year, stalwarts of either party will 
promise or trade anything to i 
anyone to get their posse re- i 
elected. As the saying goes, 
"There ain't a nickel's worth of \ 
difference between the Republi- ] 
cans and the Democrats." We ] 
expect our political enemies to 
"misspeak," but when dealing : 
with politicians, we need to also \ 
beware of our "friends." 

- Don Kaag, Moscow, Idaho 

Protect marriage I 

Thank you for the much-needed 
article on marriage by Stanley i 
Kurtz ("Man & Husband," Decern- i 




1 died 10 days after the photo 
; like to know who he was: 

-Joe Chesnut, via e-mail 

ber), the finest I've seen on the 
need for a federal constitutional 
amendment defining marriage as 
the union of one man and one 
woman. It also clearly outlines 
American Legion Resolution 
No. 401, which defines the reasons 
for passage of such an amend- 
ment. Surely, thinking Americans 
do not want to see our nation on 
the "slippery slope" experienced 
by Scandinavia and Holland, with 
their accompanying social prob- 
lems. Thanks for bringing this 
national issue to the forefront. 

- Lew Fiero, Red Wing, Minn. 

Civil, religious line 

The civil ceremony is a legal 
contractual arrangement, and 
such contracts can be made 
between two persons planning 
to live as a couple, between two 
or more partners in a business, 
between a boss and his employee 
or between two businesses. The 
religious ceremony is before God 
and follows millennia of tradition. 
Why do folks like Stanley Kurtz 
continue to confuse the two? If a 
church doesn't want to recognize 
a union, for whatever reason - a 
single-sex couple, a divorced 
partner, refusal of one of the 
persons to accept the faith, 
whatever - that is its right. By the 
same token, if two parties want to 
sign a contractual agreement it is 
none of the church's business. 

- Merton L. Bland, Arlington, Va. 

No such thing 

Congress cannot legislate on an 
issue that doesn't exist. Nowhere 
in civil, legal or religious defini- 



tions of marriage is reference 
found involving two members 
of the same sex, not in the United 
States. Marriage between mem- 
bers of the same sex is a non- 
entity. In no way can these 
adoring couples procreate, 
which is the reason for marriage 
in the first place. 

- William Burns, Aurora, Colo. 

Crucial support 

With so many boys being raised 
without a father in the home, a 
group like the Scouts is even more 
necessary ("On My Honor, I Must 
Fight," December). Boys benefit 
from good male role models, and 
the Boy Scouts nicely fill that 
need. They learn not only impor- 
tant practical skills, but also how 
to work together and the disci- 
pline necessary to reach long-term 
goals. I personally think many 
critics of the Scouts are jealous of 
the organization's success. Please 
continue your support. This proud 
mother of an Eagle Scout and 
proud wife of a Legionnaire 
thanks you! 

- Beverly Shea, Waltham, Mass. 

Back to basics 

Boy Scouts of America can 
survive without United Way, as it 
did for years before United Way 
was invented. 

Scouts don't have to wear a full 
uniform to show their Scouting 
spirit, and they don't have to go to 
national jamborees to prove they 
are worthy of making Eagle 
Scout. Get back to the basics: a 
handbook, a program and loads of 
camping. This is what most boys 
want to begin with. The extra 
frills are unimportant. The 
volunteer is the backbone of 
Scouting, and we all know they 
get no money for that. So what's 
the problem? 

- Jerry Barthelemy, Algood, Tenn. 

Sad state of affairs 

It is so sad that organizations 
such as the ACLU and even United 
Way condemn what the Boy 
Scouts have been doing for 
decades: developing boys into law- 
abiding citizens and future leaders 
of our country. The Boy Scout 
movement has always encouraged 
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ery day you protect yourself. 




• Every year in the United States close 
to 700,000 people have a stroke. 

• If you've had a heart attack or 
have diabetes, you're at increased 
risk for stroke. 

• Helping to protect yourself from 
stroke is important. Stroke can be 
caused by the same condition as a 
heart attack— clogged arteries. 



The Heart Protection Study proved 
that ZOCOR, along with diet, 
significantly reduced the risk of 
stroke in people with heart disease 
or diabetes, who had high or even 
normal cholesterol. 



YOUR RESULTS MAY VARY. 

• Talk to your doctor about how ZOCOR, 
along with a healthy diet, can help 
protect you from the risk of stroke. 

• Get your free copy of Your Heart 
Matters at zocor.com or call 
1-800-290-4406. 

Important considerations: ZOCOR is a 
prescription tablet and isn't right for 
everyone, including women who are 
nursing or pregnant or who may become 
pregnant, and anyone with liver problems. 
Unexplained muscle pain or weakness 
could be a sign of a rare but serious side 
effect and should be reported to your 
doctor right away. ZOCOR may interact 
with other medicines or certain foods, 
increasing your risk of getting this serious 
side effect. So tell your doctor about any 
other medications you are taking. 

ASK YOUR DOCTOR IF ZOCOR IS RIGHT FOR 
YOU. PLEASE READ THE MORE DETAILED 
INFORMATION ABOUT ZOCOR IMMEDIATELY 
FOLLOWING THIS AD. 

ZOCOR 

(SIMVASTATIN) 

IT'S YOUR FUTURE. BE THERE. 



^ MERCK 
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ZOCOR 

(SIMVASTATIN) 



PLEASE READ THIS SUMMARY CAREFULLY, THEN ASK YOUR DOCTOR ABOUT ZOCOR . 
NO ADVERTISEMENT CAN PROVIDE ALL THE INFORMATION NEEDED TO PRESCRIBE A 
DRUG. THIS ADVERTISEMENT DOES NOT TAKE THE PLACE OF CAREFUL DISCUSSIONS 
WITH YOUR DOCTOR. ONLY YOUR DOCTOR HAS THE TRAINING TO WEIGH THE RISKS 
AND BENEFITS OF A PRESCRIPTION DRUG FOR YOU. 



USES OF ZOCOR 

ZOCOR is a prescription drug that is indicated as an addition to diet for many patients with high cholesterol. 
For patients at high risk of coronary heart disease (CHD) because of existing heart disease, diabetes, vascular 
disease, or history of stroke, ZOCOR is indicated along with diet to reduce the risk of death by reducing coro- 
nary death; reduce the risk of heart attack and stroke; and reduce the need for revascularization procedures. 

WHEN ZOCOR SHOULD NOT BE USED 

Some people should not take ZOCOR. Discuss this with your doctor . 

ZOCOR should not be used by patients who are allergic to any of its ingredients. In addition to the active ingre- 
dient simvastatin, each tablet contains the following inactive ingredients: cellulose, lactose, magnesium 
stearate, iron oxides, talc, titanium dioxide, and starch. Butylated hydroxyanisole is added as a preservative. 
Patients with liver problems: ZOCOR should not be used by patients with active liver disease or repeated 
blood test results indicating possible liver problems. (See WARNINGS.) 

Women who are or may become pregnant: Pregnant women should not take ZOCOR because it may 

harm the fetus. Women of childbearing age should not take ZOCOR unless it is highly unlikely 

that they will become pregnant. If a woman does become pregnant while on ZOCOR, she should stop 

taking the drug and talk to her doctor at once. 

Women who are breast-feeding should not take ZOCOR. 

WARNINGS 

Muscle: Tell your doctor right away if you experience any unexplained muscle pain, tender- 
ness, or weakness at any time during treatment with ZOCOR so your doctor can decide if 
ZOCOR should be stopped. Some patients may have muscle pain or weakness while taking 
ZOCOR. Rarely, this can include muscle breakdown resulting in kidney damage. The risk of 
muscle breakdown is greater in patients taking certain other drugs along with ZOCOR: 

• Cyclosporine, itraconazole, ketoconazole, erythromycin, clarithromycin, telithromycin, 
HIV protease inhibitors, the antidepressant nefazodone, or large quantities of grapefruit 
juice (>1 quart daily), particularly with higher doses of ZOCOR. 

• Gemfibrozil particularly with higher doses of ZOCOR. 

• Other lipid lowering drugs (other fibrates or >1 g/day of niacin) that can cause myopathy 
when given alone. 

• Danazol particularly with higher doses of ZOCOR. 

• Amiodarone or verapamil with higher doses of ZOCOR. 

The risk of muscle breakdown is greater at higher doses of simvastatin. 

Because the risk of muscle side effects is greater when ZOCOR is used with the products 
listed above, the combined use of these products should be avoided unless your doctor 
determines the benefits are likely to outweigh the increased risks. 
The dose of ZOCOR should not exceed 10 mg daily in patients receiving gemfibrozil. The 
combined use of ZOCOR and gemfibrozil should be avoided, unless your doctor determines 
that the benefits outweigh the increased risks of muscle problems. Caution should be used 
when using ZOCOR with other fibrates or niacin because these can cause muscle problems 
when taken alone. 

No more than 10 mg/day of ZOCOR should be taken with cyclosporine or danazol. 

The combined use of verapamil or amiodarone with doses above ZOCOR 20 mg should be 

avoided unless your doctor determines the benefits outweigh the increased risk of muscle 

breakdown. 

Your doctor should also carefully monitor for any muscle pain, tenderness, or weakness, 
particularly during the initial months of therapy and if the dose of either drug is increased. 
Your doctor also may monitor the level of certain muscle enzymes in your body, but there is 
no assurance that such monitoring will prevent the occurrence of severe muscle disease. 
The risk of muscle breakdown is greater in patients with kidney problems or diabetes. 
If you have conditions that can increase your risk of muscle breakdown, which in turn can 
cause kidney damage, your doctor should temporarily withhold or stop ZOCOR. Also, since 
there are no known adverse consequences of briefly stopping therapy with ZOCOR, treatment 
should be stopped a few days before elective major surgery and when any major acute 
medical or surgical condition occurs. Discuss this with your doctor, who can explain these 
conditions to you. 

Liver: About 1% of patients who took ZOCOR in clinical trials developed elevated levels of 
some liver enzymes. Patients who had these increases usually had no symptoms. Elevated liver enzymes 
usually returned to normal levels when therapy with ZOCOR was stopped. 

In the ZOCOR Survival Study, the number of patients with more than 1 liver enzyme level elevation to greater 
than 3 times the normal upper limit was no different between the ZOCOR and placebo groups. Only 8 patients 
on ZOCOR and 5 on placebo discontinued therapy due to elevated liver enzyme levels. Patients were started 
on 20 mg of ZOCOR, and one third had their dose raised to 40 mg. 

Your doctor should perform routine blood tests to check these enzymes before you start treat- 
ment with ZOCOR and thereafter when clinically indicated. Patients titrated to the 80-mg dose 
should receive an additional test at 3 months and periodically thereafter (eg, semiannually) 
for the first year of treatment. If your enzyme levels increase, your doctor should order more frequent 
tests. If your liver enzyme levels remain unusually high, your doctor should discontinue your medication. 
Tell your doctor about any liver disease you may have had in the past and about how much alcohol you 
consume. ZOCOR should be used with caution in patients who consume large amounts of alcohol. 

PRECAUTIONS 

Drug Interactions: Because of possible serious drug interactions, it is important to tell your doctor what 
other drugs you are taking, including those obtained without a prescription. You should also tell other doctors 



who are prescribing a new medicine for you that you are taking ZOCOR® (simvastatin). ZOCOR can interact with 
the following: 

• Itraconazole 

• Ketoconazole 

• Erythromycin 

• Clarithromycin 

• Telithromycin 

• HIV protease inhibitors 

• Nefazodone 

• Cyclosporine 

• Large quantities of grapefruit juice (>1 quart daily) 

The risk of myopathy is also increased by gemfibrozil and to a lesser extent other fibrates and niacin (nicotinic 
acid) (>1 g/day). 

The risk of muscle breakdown is increased with other drugs: 

• Danazol 

• Amiodarone 

• Verapamil 

Some patients taking lipid-lowering agents similar to ZOCOR and coumarin anticoagulants (a type of blood 
thinner) have experienced bleeding and/or increased blood clotting time. Patients taking these medicines 
should have their blood tested before starting therapy with ZOCOR and should continue to be monitored. 

Central Nervous System Toxicity; Cancer, Mutations, Impairment of Fertility: Like most prescrip- 
tion drugs, ZOCOR was required to be tested on animals before it was marketed for human use. Often these 
tests were designed to achieve higher drug concentrations than humans achieve at recommended dosing. In 
some tests, the animals had damage to the nerves in the central nervous system. In studies of mice with high 
doses of ZOCOR, the likelihood of certain types of cancerous tumors increased. No evidence of mutations of 
or damage to genetic material has been seen. In 1 study with ZOCOR, there was decreased fertility in male rats. 

Pregnancy: Pregnant women should not take ZOCOR because it may harm the fetus. 

Safety in pregnancy has not been established . In studies with lipid-lowering agents similar to ZOCOR, there 
have been rare reports of birth defects of the skeleton and digestive system. Therefore, women of childbearing 
age should not take ZOCOR unless it is highly unlikely they will become pregnant. If a woman does become 
pregnant while taking ZOCOR, she should stop taking the drug and talk to her doctor at once. The active 
ingredient of ZOCOR did not cause birth defects in rats at 3 times the human dose or in rabbits at 3 times the 
human dose. 

Nursing Mothers: Drugs taken by nursing mothers may be present in their breast milk. Because of the 
potential for serious adverse reactions in nursing infants, a woman taking ZOCOR should not breast-feed. (See 
WHEN ZOCOR SHOULD NOT BE USED.) 

Pediatric Use: ZOCOR is not recommended for children or patients under 10 years of age. 

Geriatric Use: Higher blood levels of active drug were seen in elderly patients (70-78 years of age) com- 
pared with younger patients (18-30 years of age) in 1 study. In other studies, the cholesterol-lowering effects 
of ZOCOR were at least as great in elderly patients as in younger patients, and there were no overall differ- 
ences in safety between elderly and younger patients over the 20-80 mg/day dosage range. Of the 7 cases 
of myopathy/rhabdomyolysis among 10,269 patients on ZOCOR in another study, 4 were aged 65 or more 
(at baseline), 1 of whom was over 75. 

SIDE EFFECTS 

Most patients tolerate treatment with ZOCOR well; however, like all prescription drugs, ZOCOR can cause side 
effects, and some of them can be serious. Side effects that do occur are usually mild and short-lived. Only 
your doctor can weigh the risks versus the benefits of any prescription drug . In clinical studies with ZOCOR, 
less than 1.5% of patients dropped out of the studies because of side effects. In 2 large, 5-year studies, 
patients taking ZOCOR experienced similar side effects to those patients taking placebo (sugar pills). Some of 
the side effects that have been reported with ZOCOR or related drugs are listed below. This list is not complete. 
Be sure to ask your doctor about side effects before taking ZOCOR and to discuss any side effects that occur . 

Digestive System: Constipation, diarrhea, upset stomach, gas, heartburn, stomach pain/cramps, anorexia, 
loss of appetite, nausea, inflammation of the pancreas, hepatitis, jaundice, fatty changes in the liver, and, 
rarely, severe liver damage and failure, cirrhosis, and liver cancer. 

Muscle, Skeletal: Muscle cramps, aches, pain, and weakness; joint pain; muscle breakdown. 

Nervous System: Dizziness, headache, insomnia, tingling, memory loss, damage to nerves causing weak- 
ness and/or loss of sensation and/or abnormal sensations, anxiety, depression, tremor, loss of balance, 
psychic disturbances. 

Skin: Rash, itching, hair loss, dryness, nodules, discoloration. 

Eye/Senses: Blurred vision, altered taste sensation, progression of cataracts, eye muscle weakness. 

Hypersensitivity (Allergic) Reactions: On rare occasions, a wide variety of symptoms have been 
reported to occur either alone or together in groups (referred to as a syndrome) that appeared to be based on 
allergic-type reactions, which may rarely be fatal. These have included 1 or more of the following: a severe 
generalized reaction that may include shortness of breath, wheezing, digestive symptoms, and low blood pres- 
sure and even shock; an allergic reaction with swelling of the face, lips, tongue, and/or throat with difficulty 
swallowing or breathing; symptoms mimicking lupus (a disorder in which a person's immune system may 
attack parts of his or her own body); severe muscle and blood vessel inflammation, sometimes including rash; 
bruises; various disorders of blood cells (that could result in anemia, infection, or blood clotting problems) 
or abnormal blood tests; inflamed or painful joints; hives; fatigue and weakness; sensitivity to sunlight; fever, 
chills; flushing; difficulty breathing; and severe skin disorders that vary from rash to a serious burn-like 
shedding of skin all over the body, including mucous membranes such as the lining of the mouth. 

Other: Loss of sexual desire, breast enlargement, impotence. 

Laboratory Tests: Liver function test abnormalities including elevated alkaline phosphatase and bilirubin; 
thyroid function abnormalities. 

NOTE: This summary provides important information about ZOCOR. If you would like more 
information, ask your doctor or pharmacist to let you read the prescribing information and 
then discuss it with them. 
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boys to live with honor and to 
learn the basics of proper physical 
and mental growth. Along comes 
the ACLU, saying we are not a 
legitimate open-minded organiza- 
tion and that we discriminate 
against gays. I don't call it dis- 
crimination; I call it protection. 
What sane parent would want his 
young son to be led by a homo- 
sexual? It doesn't make sense. 

- George Mou radian, 
Commerce Township, Mich. 

College a 'relic' 

I read the discussion on the 
abolishment of the Electoral 
College with disappointment (Big 
Issues, December). The individu- 
als on both sides made superfi- 
cial, textbook arguments for 
keeping or abolishing the Elec- 
toral College system while com- 
pletely ignoring some of the more 
contentious and outmoded 
reasons for its creation in the first 
place. The real purpose of the 
Electoral College was to protect 
smaller southern states from the 
political domination of northern 
non-slave states, and to ensure 
southern ratification of the 
proposed constitution. The 
institution of slavery and other 
geopolitical issues that led to the 
adoption of the Electoral Col- 
lege are no longer relevant today. 
The Electoral College is a relic of 
bygone days and should be 
discarded in favor of direct 
election of the president. 

- Lawrence Calabro, Tucson, Ariz. 

Red vs. blue 

Abolishment of the Electoral 
College would reduce the impor- 
tance of individual states in our 
federal system of government. We 
must remember that 50 states 
comprise this great nation. Even 
with the Electoral College system 
in place, it took a lot of "red" 
states to outweigh "blue" states in 
the 2004 election. Red states, by 
and large, have a different life- 
style and value system than blue 



states. Even though our states are 
less populated, our lifestyles 
shouldn't be overridden by a 
national popular vote. If popular 
vote could elect a president, 
candidates would only court the 
high-population centers of our 
nation. A president so chosen 
would be illegitimate. 

- Ed Taylor, Brevard, N.C. 

Taxpayer voters 

I couldn't agree more that the 
current system of electing our 
president and vice president 
needs an update. I do not agree, 
however, with any form of direct 
election. I do believe in what is 
bound to be a most controversial 
idea: allow those who pay for 
government to vote in national 
elections. Those who are current 
taxpayers and those with a 
reasonably long history of 
being taxpayers should be the 
ones deciding who will spend 
tax money and on what it will 
be spent. 

- Tom Schlechty, Decatur, Ala. 

A bad idea 

It's amazing how the last 
election has made abolishment of 
the Electoral College such a hot 
issue. I can visualize all those 
Democrats looking at that map 
with the huge red area and their 
seemingly paltry blue states on 
the west and northeast coasts, 
plus the rust belt. Let's see: take 
New York, New Jersey, Pennsylva- 
nia, California, Oregon, Washing- 
ton, and throw in Michigan, 
Illinois and Wisconsin ... that 
might swing the popular vote. 
Maybe a couple of others. You 
won't ever see another bridge 
built with federal money in 
Wyoming or Alabama. How many 
states do we think the candidates 
will visit? Will congressmen from 
less-populated states even be 
invited to key meetings or ap- 
pointed to important committees? 
Bad idea. This is a republic. 

-Scott Anderson, Green Valley, Ariz. 



Code of ethics 

I salute Gen. Robert H. "Doc" 
Foglesong and The American 
Legion Magazine for believing 
successful leadership flows from 
good ethics and moral clarity 
("The High Road," December). I 
participated in enhancing the 
Institute of Management Accoun- 
tants code of ethics, which 
includes four basic ethical 
standards: integrity, objectivity, 
confidentiality and competence. 
Although a few have violated 
them, the vast majority of ac- 
countants abide by the code of 
ethics. I challenge all organiza- 
tions to adopt a code of ethics to 
encourage members to take the 
"high road." 

- Grover L. Porter, Hendersonville, Tenn. 

Real conspiracies 

I'm shocked that you saw fit to 
publish Dennis McCafferty's 
article "Modern Mythology" 
(November). While it is obvious 
the majority of these alleged 
conspiracies are true nonsense, a 
person should be able to quickly 
determine they are pure non- 
sense, nothing more than a gag. 
Britney Spears is the devil? 
Please. 

Does McCafferty think all 
conspiracies are absurd and 
unfounded? On the basis of 
factual documentation alone, the 
Salem witch trials were a conspir- 
acy, as was the assassination of 
President Kennedy. Religious 
conspirators killed Jesus Christ. 
Islamic terrorists do indeed have 
as their ultimate goal the takeover 
of Middle Eastern oil fields, thus 
holding the world hostage. And 
has not every war in the history 
of the world been rooted in some 
kind of conspiracy? 

Not all conspiracies are cloaked 
in stupidity or intended to play on 
one's gullibility. Some are indeed 
real, and a writer who attempts to 
negate that fact risks his credibil- 
ity among thinking Americans. 

- Charles W. Braunhardt, Gary, N.C. 
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commander's message | 

Veterans can help military recruiters 

What is more difficult than going to war? Sending your 
son or daughter to war. That's why it is essential that 
we remain proud of our military service and empha- 
size the positive aspects of serving in the Army, Navy, Air 
Force, Marine Corps and Coast Guard. Each of these services, 
along with their Reserve and Guard components, offer cultural 
and life-changing experiences that can't be duplicated any- 
where else. Yet everyday that experience is denigrated by war 
critics and anti-military elitists. 

The latest example of this is a ludicrous decision by two 
federal judges allowing college campuses to ban military 
recruiters even while receiving funds from U.S. taxpayers. 
Free speech apparently does not apply to Army recruiters 
visiting Harvard. 

Despite the obstacles, all services except for the stretched- 
way-too-thin National Guard met their recruiting goals during 
the past fiscal year. We can do more to assist the services in 
their recruiting efforts. 

"We're in an economy that's growing, and it's a higher quality 
of young men and women we're recruiting," says Maj. Gen. 
Michael Rochelle, head of the Army Recruiting Command. I met 
Maj. Gen. Rochelle during a Reconnect visit to Fort Knox with 
other Legionnaires in October. "These young men and women 
have options, and they're very good at weighing those options. 
This is where you can help us. You can encourage those young 
men and women that this is the right option for them, or that it 
is not the right option. That's where we need your help." 

Rochelle says Legionnaires are qualified to serve as Army 
recruiters. 

"You have an opportunity to tell your story of service to our 
country," he says. "You can pass that story on. In FY 2005, 
we're going to need your help. Our richest partnerships are 
with veterans organizations. But we can make it better. We 
need your support now." 

Gunnery Sgt. Brett Beard, a recruiter in Los Angeles, has 
been signing up Marines for five years. He believes the war in 
Iraq forces young people to consider the possible consequences 
of military service. 

"The people who were joining for education benefits or 
financial security are dropping off. The young guy looking for 
a little help is much less likely to enlist now. Instead, they are 
being replaced by those joining for patriotism. They are 
joining for the challenge and because they are concerned 
about the threats to America. We are still getting the people to 
join, but for different reasons." 

As a father, I can't imagine the agony family members of the 
deployed endure every time they hear a report of another 
Marine killed in Iraq or soldier slain in Afghanistan, wonder- 
ing if they will soon hear the dreaded knock on the door. 

We have an all-volunteer force. I will not pressure my 26- 
year-old daughter and 24-year-old son to join the military, and 
I don't think others should pressure their own children either. 
But if they decide to pursue this noble path, they won't have a 
stronger supporter. 



National Commander Thomas P. Cadmus 
participates in a Reconnect at Fort Knox, Ky. 

Steve Brooks 



memoranda 



SHARE YOUR SUCCESS STORIES 

The American Legion Dispatch - the organiza- 
tion's leadership newspaper - will publish a 
special issue showcasing innovative programs 
by American Legion posts throughout the 
country. Post success stories are wanted. If your 
post conducts a unique or highly successful 
program that could be used as a model for 
others, send a brief report (300 words or less) to 
Steve Brooks, Editor, The American Legion 
Dispatch, P.O. Box 1055 # Indianapolis, IN # 
46206. or e-mail sbrooks@legion.org. 
Submissions cannot be returned. 

AIM! FOR HIGHER MEMBERSHIP 

Association Information Manager (AIM!) 
computer software is available to American 
Legion posts, districts and departments to help 
keep more accurate membership and renewal 
information. The user-friendly program has 
received rave reviews from hundreds of users. 
Free trial downloads are available at 
www.legion.org or by calling (800) 433-3318. 

FLAG & EMBLEM CATALOGS 

The 2005 edition of The American Legion Flag & 
Emblem Catalog is loaded with more than 100 
new items this year, including new troop-support 
car magnets, Blue Star Family pins and specially 
made flags for motorcycles - perfect for the local 
Legion Riders chapter. The catalog can be 
obtained by calling toll-free (888) 453-4466. 
Orders can also be taken over the Internet, 
24 hours a day, at www.emblem.legion.org. 
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Save up to $80 on the BELLdHOWEU Sunlight lamp! 



Enjoy sunshine every day of the year-indovrs! 




CLEARER, U 
EASY ON THE EYES 

FOR READING, WORK, 
AND HOBBIES 

Colors look more vivid and true to 
Sharp visibility for details 
Better contrast for reading 
Helps reduce eyestrain 

So much like sunshine it feels like you're 
on vacation! 

The Bell & Howell Sunlight Lamp could be the most important advance 
in lamps since the invention of the light bulb! It simulates outdoor sunlight, 
which is balanced across the entire spectrum of color visible to the human eye 

Everything seems easier to see 

This is the clearest, whitest, and brightest lamp we have found. Colors look 
more vivid and true to life. Black and white contrast is improved, and details 
can be easier to distinguish. 

Helps reduce glare-related eyestrain 

Soft and pure white light spreads evenly across your personal space. So you see 
more comfortably for reading, working, and all close up tasks and hobbies. There is 
virtually no glare, making this the perfect companion light for computer work. 

Save $$$ on your electric bills! 

The supplied high-tech 27-watt bulb gives as much light as an ordinary 
150-watt bulb, but uses far less energy. The bulb can last up to 5000 
hours - 5 times longer than other bulbs— for years of normal use. 

We've nicknamed our Sunlight Lamp the 
"It's great to be alive lamp!" 

Many people say that dreary, dark days make them feel "blue" and that 
bright sunny days have a cheerful and energizing effect. Now you can 
switch on the sunlight indoors every day of the year! 




Table Lamp 

Also Available 




Call For 
New Low Price! 



A word about this unheard of price 

Bell & Howell has been a leader in developing 
cutting edge products for almost 100 years. 
This lamp features the state-of-the-art performance 
you expect from the well-respected Bell & Howell 
name. We have a special arrangement to offer it 
to you at an unbelievably low price. Orders will 
be filled on a first come, first served basis. 



Get your floor lamp home for just $16.65! 

If you choose the 3-payment plan, we will ship you the floor lamp with your 
first payment of $16.65 plus shipping and handling. After that we'll bill you 
$16.65 once a month for two additional payments. 3 year warranty. 





Call toll-free TODAY to order your Bell & Howell 
Sunlight Lamps while supplies last! 

Floor Lamp (60.5"high): $49.95 plus S&H 
Table Lamp (26"high): Call For New Low Price! 
For fastest service call toll -free 

1-800-315-8235 

24 hours a day, 7 days a week / We accept checks by phone! 



BEHdHOWELL 

Bell & Howell Sunlight Lamp, Dept. 5345 
P.O. Box 5555 Thousand Oaks, CA 91359 
To order by mail please call toll free 
1-800-315-8235 for details. 



big issues 



Victim-rights constitutional amendment 




SUPPORT 



OPPOSE 



Russell Butler 

■ Butler is an attorney who 
serves as executive director 
of the Maryland Crime 
Victims' Resource Center. 



Congress passed and President Bush signed the 
bipartisan "Justice for All" Act that appropriately 
includes provisions benefiting crime victims. 
When we inherited our law from England, victims 
investigated and prosecuted criminal offenses. As 
government subsumed criminal investigation and 
prosecution functions, victims became merely 
witnesses or, as one judge commented, only "bit 
players" in the justice system. 

The victims-rights movement 
attempts to re-establish the 
victim as a participant in our 
justice system. Every state and 
the federal government have 
adopted laws to balance the 
scales of justice. Due-process 
victims rights - including to be 
informed, present, heard, and 
to receive restitution from the 
offender - were enacted. Some 
states amended their constitutions establishing 
victims rights as state law. Yet compliance has not 
universally occurred. 

Thus, victim advocates, with support from 
Presidents Clinton and Bush, sought federal 
constitutional protection for victims. Insufficient 
congressional support for a federal constitutional 
amendment resulted in a compromise to determine 
if statutory victims' rights law can succeed. 

For federal crime victims, the act creates strong 
due-process participation rights. Victims will be 
informed of rights to legal counsel, and victims 
may seek relief in both in federal trial and appel- 
late courts. Studies will measure the act's effects. 
For state victims, the act authorizes federal fund- 
ing to improve notification and legal assistance. 

If the act fails to create justice for victims, victim 
advocates will have the evidence to return to 
Congress to again demand federal constitutional 
protection for victims. Members of Congress 
supporting statutory reform indicated that if the 
act proves insufficient, support exists for constitu- 
tional reform. If the act fails to guarantee compli- 
ance with federal and state victims rights, advo- 
cates will return to Congress for the promised 
federal constitutional reform. 



Jesselyn McCurdy 

■ McCurdy is legislative 
counsel with the American Civil 
Liberties Union's Washington 
legislative office. 



THE HEART OF THE ISSUE 

In place of a constitutional 
amendment to protect crime victims, 
Congress passed a statutory 
alternative. The ACLU opposed both 
approaches. Crime-victim advocates 
want more federal action. 



For many of the bills Congress considers, the 
label does not fit the product. Case in point can be 
found in the "victims rights amendment," or VRA. 
At first blush, a measure guaranteeing rights to 
crime victims seems like a good idea. But the VRA 
is actually a proposed constitutional amendment 
with ramifications that extend far beyond ensuring 
fair treatment for crime victims. 

A surprising range of people 
- from the National Network to 
End Domestic Violence to 
prosecutors, the National 
Sheriffs Association and top 
conservative columnists - 
oppose it. 

Many of the new rights the 
amendment would create are 
at the expense of the justice 
sought by crime victims. The 
VRA would actually under- 
mine prosecutors' abilities to convict criminals - 
hurting the victims the measure purports to help. 

Beth Wilkinson, a prosecutor for the trial in the 
Oklahoma City bombing, has said, "Our prosecu- 
tion could have been substantially impaired - and 
we might never have secured such solid convic- 
tions" had VRA been in place. Wilkinson fears the 
amendment might have allowed victims of the 
bombing to block the prosecution's plea agreement 
with a critical witness, who then provided damn- 
ing testimony key to successfully convicting 
defendants Timothy McVeigh and Terry Nichols. 

For Wilkinson and other prosecutors, protecting 
the rights of victims is important. But equal, if not 
more so, is the right to convict the guilty. 

Congress struck a compromise this year, and 
instead of amending the Constitution it passed a 
bill to change laws governing the treatment of 
crime victims. It included many measures sought 
by supporters of the amendment, including the 
victim's right to be protected from the accused, 
right to receive advance notice of court proceed- 
ings and right to confer with prosecutors. 

That Congress was able to make these changes 
simply by changing the law ought to end the call 
for a constitutional amendment once and for all. 
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„ Create Your Own Outdoor 
|f Room...In Just Seconds! 
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Respond now and receive a Special 
Savings certificate for $201 off any 
SunSetter Awning! 

Introducing The Revolutionary 
SunSetter® Retractable Awning! 

If you're tired of having your outdoor enjoyment rained on.. .baked out. .or 
just plain ruined by unpredictable weather... 

At last there is a solution! One that lets you take control of the weather on 
your deck or patio! It's the incredible SunSetter® Retractable Awning! A 
simple... easy-to-use.. .& affordable way to outsmart the weather and start enjoy- 
ing your deck or patio more.. .rain or shine! 

The SunSetter® is like adding a whole extra outdoor room to your home... 
giving you instant protection from glaring sun...or light showers! Plus it's 

incredibly easy to use...opening & closing 
effortlessly in less than 60 seconds! 
So, stop struggling with the weather... 
& start enjoying your deck or patio more! 

Call for a FREE Catalog & Video or 
DVD! 1-800-876-8060 Ext. 10832 



Opens & Closes In 
Less Than 60 Seconds! 





Just unroll your SunSetter - 
it's quiet and easy! 




You choose full sun or total 
protection in just seconds! 



FREE Catalog 
Call Toll-Free: 



& Video or DVD 
1-800-876-8060 



Ext. 
10832i 



0Yes! Please send your FREE Catalog & Video or DVD 
...including Special Savings now in effect... TO DAY! 

I prefer: □ Video □ DVD 

Name 



Address_ 

City 

E-Mail _ 



_ State_ 



_ Zip _ 



Motorized Model Now Available! 



(Important: Be sure to give us your e-mail address to receive our best deals!) 

tAffoQif&l 184 charles street > De pt- 10832 Malden > MA 02148 

retractable awnings Visit us today at www.sunsetter.com 
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m a cool October night in 1917 rumors ran through Long 
Island's Camp Mills that racists from Alabama's 167th 
Infantry of the 42nd "Rainbow" Division planned an armed 
attack on blacks of the 15th New York Regiment. The rumors 
enraged the commander of the 15th's K Company. Tall, solid as a 
rock and a former ail-American football star at Harvard, Hamilton 
Fish Jr. was not about to let anyone run roughshod over the state's 
first all-black National Guard regiment. The 15th had seen enough resent- 
ment in the year since it was organized to make the men question whether going 
to war to make the world safe and free was worth it when true freedom for them 
at home did not exist. Only days before, they had been booted out of Camp 
Wadsworth in Spartanburg, S.C., for fear of a race riot. Sent to Camp Mills, the 
New Yorkers awaited orders to sail for France and the Western front where, 
ironically, they would be out of harm's way. 
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Fish, scion of a powerful New 
York family and a future founder 
of The American Legion, had 
persuaded the 165th Infantry - the 
old Fighting 69th - to supply 
bullets for his soldiers' rifles. 
Now, with a loaded .45 hidden 
behind his back, Fish went in 
search of the troublemakers. He 
meant to defend his regiment in 
the gloom of night even if he had 
to shoot white soldiers to do it. 

Thinking back to that moment 
and all the racial incidents that the 
15th faced in the early days of its 
existence, Fish wondered what 
might have happened if its men had 
ever lost their cool. "Oh, it would 
have been horrendous," he wrote. 

Horrendous, indeed. For the 
black regiment, every step of the 
way had been blocked. The 
coming showdown at Camp Mills 
was just another barrier, but far 
from the last. Yet in the end, the 
15th - later the 369th U.S. Infan- 
try - persevered. At war's end it 
had been in combat longer than 
any other regiment: 191 days. It 
never lost a foot of ground, nor 
were any of its men ever taken 
prisoner. And the French govern- 
ment awarded the Croix de Guerre 
to the entire regiment it respect- 
fully called "Hell Fighters." 

The story of these "Hell Fighters" 
begins in the quarter century 

above left: Soldiers of the U.S. 369th 
Infantry Regiment train in the trenches 

On May 4, 1918. U.S. Army Signal Corps 

below left: Hamilton Fish Jr. tried to 
expedite the 15th Regiment's depar- 
ture for France to avoid having his 
troops stationed in a racially divided 
South Carolina. Alice Curtis Desmond and 
Hamilton Fish Library, Garrison, N.Y. 



leading up to the Great War. For 
years, Manhattan's black commu- 
nity petitioned legislators for a 
regiment of its own. Every petition 
was rebuffed. Then Harlem busi- 
nessman Charles Fillmore, a 
veteran of the Spanish-American 
War, raised a "provision- 
ary" regiment of 1,000 
citizens. That show of 
force convinced the 
state in 1913 to 
pass a bill estab- 
lishing New 
York's first all- 
black National 
Guard regiment. 
Yet the law was 
lost, forgotten or 
simply neglected, 
and for three 
years no regiment 
was formed. 

Then in 1916, 
when New York's 
National Guard 
division was sent to 
the Mexican border to 
battle Pancho Villa, 
governor's aide 
William Hayward 
unearthed the law. 
Because the state was 
literally unprotected, the Manhat- 
tan attorney realized time was ripe 
to organize a new regiment, one he 
would command as colonel. The 
15th New York, first known as the 
"Rattlers," sprang to life. 

As it turned out, not every able- 
bodied Harlem male wanted to 
enlist. Blacks were being lynched 
in staggering numbers throughout 
the South and Midwest, and 
President Wilson had yet to speak 
out against this scourge. Also, a 




Famous ragtime composer 
James Reese Europe was 
the first black officer to 
cross into no-man's-land 

during the War. "Reminiscing 
With Sissle and Blake" 



smelly cigar store served as 
headquarters. Early recruits trained 
with broomsticks. Whites derided 
them as Hayward's "tin soldiers." 

Finding ways to lure men into the 
regiment posed a problem - until a 
legend of American jazz showed 
up. When Jim Reese 
Europe enlisted in 
September 1916, 
wanting to be a 
real soldier and 
not a musician, 
Hayward 
sensed he had 
a golden 
opportunity to 
swell the ranks 
of his regiment 
- a military 
band like no 
other, with a jazz 
beat. Europe 
reluctantly agreed 
to organize the band, 
but only if the 
colonel came up 
with $10,000 to pay 
for his handpicked 
musicians. 

A smooth-talking 
politician, Hayward 
surprised Europe by 
convincing America's "Tin Plate 
King," Dan Reid, to donate the 
money. With the money as an 
inducement, Europe raised a 75- 
member band with friend Noble 
Sissle as drum major. With its 
ragtime beat, the band enticed 
recruits from all over the city and 
as far away as Albany, where Henry 
Johnson, a redcap, signed on. Soon 
the 15th reached a regimental 
strength of 3,600 men. 
By then, it was summer 1917. War 
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had been declared, and the 
United States was furiously 
building up its military 
strength. Guard units 
bulged with men. Among 
the first of the citizen- 
soldier regiments to head 
for France was the 15th. 
Before it sailed, however, it 
had to deal with racists at 
Camp Wadsworth and 
Camp Mills. 

Obviously, the War 
Department used poor 
judgment when it ordered 
the 15th to South Carolina 
to train. The order came 
soon after the all-black 
24th U.S. Infantry had 
rioted in Houston, killing 
17 people, and whites in East St. 
Louis slaughtered more than 100 
blacks. Southerners feared Yankees 
of color and threatened to harm 
them. Hayward's men swore that if 
they were menaced or beaten up 
they would not raise a hand in 
retaliation. They endured taunts. 
They were thrown off sidewalks. 
Noble Sissle was assaulted in a 
hotel lobby because he wore a hat. 
After two weeks at Wadsworth, the 
15th was sent back to New York, 
where it was scattered about - 
some companies at Camp 
Mills, others at Van 
Cortland Park. The 
moment a troop- 
ship became 
available the 
regiment was off 
to France. 

At Mills, 
meanwhile, 
Alabama's 167th 
Infantry had a 
hard time adjust- 
ing. It fought with 
the 165th Infantry, 
a regiment it had 
faced in the Civil 
War. Worse, New 
York crawled with 
blacks. Gangs of 




Lt. James Reese Europe, left, leads his 15th Regiment Band 
in France. He is credited for introducing the continent to 

jaZZ. U.S. Army Signal Corps 



Alabamians, when on leave, beat 
up any black they came across. In 
one incident, they gouged out the 
eye of a railroad porter. When the 
15th arrived in camp, it was too 
much. Rumors flew that an armed 
attack had been planned against 
Harlem's regiment. 

For Fish, it was time to retaliate. 
He passed out ammunition, placed 
his company in a skirmish line and 
told them to fire if threatened. "It 
would mean casualties," he wrote. 
"But what else could we do? Run?" 
With the concealed .45, 
Fish went in search of the 
167th. When he came 
across several of its 
officers, he warned 
them that his men 
were armed and 
ready. He told them 
a lot of troops 
would get hurt. One 
of the officers said, 
"Don't y'all worry. 
We're trying to round 
up the ringleaders now. 
Y'all appreciate that 
our boys aren't used to 
seeing colored sol- 
diers, especially as 
they're living next 
door. But we'll handle 




Sgt. Henry Johnson of Albany, 
NY, wears his Croix de Guerre, 
earned by almost singlehand- 
edly routing a German raiding 

party. Corbis/Bettmann-UPI 



it." The crisis was averted. 

On Nov. 11, the 15th 
sailed for France. On the 
way over, Noble Sissle 
brooded, "We were the 
Baby National Guard 
Regiment of New York, 
had no armory, no 
previous military experi- 
ence - just a bunch of 
much-made-over boys 
under the leadership of a 
politician colonel. Before 
any of us were aware of 
it, we found ourselves in 
the middle of the Atlantic 
Ocean, going to fight. 
Only half-equipped and 
no training in modern 
warfare - not even a part 
of any division. Just a single little 
regiment. Even the colonel did not 
know what we were going to do 
after we got to France." 

If Hayward and his men thought 
they were off to the Western front, 
they were sorely disappointed. 
Instead of rifles, the regiment 
received picks and shovels and was 
assigned to perform common labor 
at the port of St. Nazaire. The 
colonel kept bombarding Gen. 
Pershing for inclusion in the Ameri- 
can Expeditionary Forces, but 
Pershing ignored him. Hayward 
called his troops orphans, claiming, 
"My regiment was left by Gen. 
Pershing on the doorstep of France." 

A bright spot occurred in 
February 1918, when the YMCA 
had Europe's regimental band 
temporarily transferred to a rest 
area for doughboys at Aix-les- 
Bains, a famous resort in the Alps. 
To get there from the coast, the 
band traveled by train. It stopped 
at villages along the way and 
performed concerts in squares and 
parks, introducing jazz throughout 
most of France. When the musi- 
cians arrived, canteen worker 
Marian Baldwin wrote in her 
diary, "They are perfectly scream- 
ing, but a marvelous band, and 
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LEGAL NOTICE 



If you paid for Lupron® — used to treat 
prostate cancer, endometriosis, uterine 
fibroids, and precocious puberty — you could 
get a payment from a legal settlement. 



A nationwide class action settlement includes people and 
entities (together called "class members") who paid for Lupron® 
from January 1, 1985 through March 31, 2005, and who qualify 
under the settlement. Lupron® is an injectible drug used to treat 
prostate cancer, endometriosis, uterine fibroids, and precocious 
puberty. If you're included, you may ask for a payment, or 
exclude yourself from, or object to, the settlement. The United 
States District Court for the District of Massachusetts will have a 
hearing to decide whether to approve the settlement so that pay- 
ments can be issued. 

This is not about the safety or effectiveness of Lupron®. 

Lawsuits said there was a fraudulent scheme that caused class 
members to overpay for Lupron®. The defendants, TAP Pharma- 
ceutical Products Inc., Abbott Laboratories, and Takeda Pharma- 
ceutical Company Limited deny all the allegations. 

What does the settlement provide? 

Up to $150 million will be paid. After allocating $55 million 
to a separate settlement with certain large insurers, and then de- 
ducting attorneys' fees (not to exceed 30% of $95 million), ex- 
penses, and payments to class representatives, the net fund will 
be distributed in cash to consumers who submit valid claim forms, 
as well as to insurers and employee welfare benefit plans and other 
entities, which are also included. Up to 42.1% of the net fund 
will go to consumers — about $100 minimum each, or more. A 



www.lupronclaims.com 



detailed notice and the settlement agreement are available at 
www.lupronclaims.com, or by calling 1-866-410-7650. 

HOW DO YOU GET A PAYMENT? 

Simply fill out and follow the instructions on the claim form 
below, and mail it by May 15, 2005. Or get a claim form at 
www.lupronclaims.com. The amount you get depends on how 
much Lupron® you paid for, and how many valid claims are filed. 

Your other rights. 

If you don't want a payment, and if you don't want to be 
legally bound, you must exclude yourself by April 1, 2005, or 
you won't be able to sue, or continue to sue, the defendants 
about the cost of Lupron® or other legal claims in this case, 
ever again. If you exclude yourself, you can't get a payment 
from this settlement. If you stay in the settlement, you may 
object to it if you do so by March 15, 2005. The detailed notice 
explains how to exclude yourself or object. The Court will 
hold a hearing in this case, called In re Lupron® Marketing and 
Sales Practices Litigation, No. 01-CV-10861-RGS, MDL 1430, 
on April 13, 2005, to consider whether to approve the settle- 
ment and a request for fees and expenses by the lawyers repre- 
senting class members. You may ask to appear and speak at the 
hearing at your own cost, but you don't have to. For more 
information call toll free or go to the website listed below. 



1-866-410-7650 



I'd like a payment from the Lupron® settlement. 

Complete and mail to the address below, postmarked by May 15, 2005. 



Consumer Claim Form 



Your Name 


Dates You or Patient took Lupron® (Month/Year - Month/Year) 


Your Address 


Name of Doctor who Prescribed Lupron® 


Your City, State, Zip 


Doctor's City and State 



Name of Lupron® Patient / Relationship to you Patient's Date of Birth 



How much money did you pay for Lupron® from January 1, 1985 through March 31, 2005? 
(Notes: Deduct any insurance reimbursements you got. Attach one proof of payment if you have 
it. See the detailed notice. You may be asked for more information at a later time.) J 



I declare that the information here is true and correct. If not submitting this for Mail by May 15 2005 to* 

myself, I am authorized to submit this form on behalf of the patient above. Lupron Settlement Adm i n i' stra tor 



Signature Date 



P.O. Box 24604 

West Palm Beach, FL 33416 



when they came marching down 
the streets to meet the troops 
yesterday, the French people went 
perfectly wild over them." 

As Europe, Sissle and the band 
wowed doughboys and French 
civilians alike in the Alps, Hay- 
ward got his orders at last to post 
the regiment to the front lines, but 
not with the AEF. The 15th, now 
redesignated the 369th Infantry, 
was attached to the 16th Division 
of the French Fourth Army. 

By mid-April, the Hell Fighters 
were in the Champagne sector 
northeast of Chalons, protecting a 
swath of the west bank of the 
Aisne River. It marked the first 
time black Americans entered the 
front line in the Great War. 

On the night of May 13, Henry 
Johnson, the Albany redcap, 
hunkered down in a listening post 
in no-man's-land. He shared the 
mudhole with Pvt. Needham 
Roberts of Trenton, N.J. Out of the 
darkness, pitching grenades and 
firing rifles, a German platoon 
attacked the two soldiers. Both 
Americans fell. Johnson suffered 
three gunshot wounds, but he got 
to his feet and singlehandedly met 
the rush. Using a bolo knife, he 
repelled the assault, certainly 
killing a half-dozen men. His fury 
forced the Germans to retreat. For 
his heroic stand, Johnson received 
the Croix de Guerre. Newspapers 
throughout the United States 
carried his story. Because one of 
America's first war heroes was a 
soldier of color, the black commu- 
nity renewed its efforts to con- 
vince the president to repudiate 
lynching. Finally Wilson publicly 
stated that anyone taking part in a 
mob action is "no true son of 
democracy, but its betrayer." 

The 369th Infantry was just 
getting warmed up. Transferred to 
the 161st French Division, the New 
Yorkers relieved a Moroccan 
battalion. In mid- July, they helped 
repulse a major attack, and for the 
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next two months took part in the 
drive by the Allies that forced the 
German army to retreat to the 
Hindenburg Line. Then, starting on 
Sept. 26, British, Belgian, French 
and U.S. armies began their all-out 
strike against the Germans. On that 
day, the Hell Fighters pushed 
forward under heavy artillery and 
machine-gun fire. They stormed the 
heights of Bellevue Ridge, took the 
village of Ripont, crossed the 
Dormois River - turning it red with 
their own blood - and then battled 
to the outskirts of Sechault, a 
strongly fortified town that French 
Gen. Petain swore could not be 
taken. The attack proved costly, yet 
the New Yorkers - in fierce street- 
fighting - drove out the Germans 
and captured Sechault. 

For its gallantry the entire 
regiment not only received the 
Croix de Guerre but also the 
honorific, "Hell Fighters." The 
citation, in part, reads: "Though 
engaging in an offensive for the 
first time, (the 369th Regiment) 
fought with great bravery, stormed 
powerful enemy positions ener- 
getically defended, captured many 
machine guns, large numbers of 
prisoners and six cannon and 
took, after heavy fighting, the 
Town of Sechault." 



For his individual heroism, white 
Lt. George Robb earned the Medal 
of Honor. The taking of Sechault 
ended the 369th's major combat 
operations. The regiment was then 
attached to the French II Corps 
and, following the armistice, led 
the Allies to the Rhine River. 

On Feb. 17, 1919, the 369th 
returned home to a tumultuous 
parade up Fifth Avenue and 
through the streets of Harlem. On 
the crowded sidewalks, taunts 
gave way to cheers as New 
Yorkers embraced their newest 
heroes. In the years and decades 
that followed, the Hell Fighters 
fought in World War II, Korea, 
Vietnam and Desert Storm. The 
Empire State had its black Nation- 
al Guard Regiment, and these men 
of color were orphans no more. || 

Stephen L. Harris is the author of 
"Harlem's Hell Fighters: The Afri- 
can-American 369th Infantry in 
World War" (Potomac Books), from 
which this article is adapted, and 
"Duty, Honor, Privilege: New York's 
Silk Stocking Regiment and the 
Breaking of the Hindenburg Line." 
He is now at work on a book about 
New York's Fighting 69th Regiment 

Article design: Doug Rollison 




New Yorkers wait to greet their returning war heroes on Feb. 17, 1919. National Archives 
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sleep Number bed. it made vwe so 
happy to see the relief she got 
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THE BED LOVED BY 
SORE ACHY BACKS. 

Say goodbye to nagging back pain and restless, sleepless 
nights. Better sleep is as easy as a touch of a button 
on the revolutionary SLEEP NUMBER® bed. 

MORE COMFORTABLE BECAUSE 
YOU CONTROL THE FIRMNESS 

Unlike ordinary fixed -firmness mattresses, the Sleep Number® bed lets 
YOU adjust the firmness and comfort to your exact preference, 
your Sleep Number®. The gentle air chambers cradle and conform 
to every inch of your body providing better support and 
more proper spinal alignment. 



THE BED CHIROPRACTORS AND 
SLEEP EXPERTS RECOMMEND 

The Sleep Number® bed is clinically proven to improve 
sleep quality and relieve back pain. ..an amazing 93% 
of back pain sufferers reported relief* No wonder 
sleep experts and chiropractors recommend it. 

Call 1-800-831-1211, ext. 35192 

for your FREE Video and Brochure kit with full 
details about our 30-Night In-Home Trial. 






1-800-831-1211 



YES! Please rush me a FREE Brochure 
and Video on □ DVD or □ VHS tape. 

(choose one) 

Mr./Mrs./Ms. 

Name (Please print) 



ext. 35192 




Address 
City 



State Zip 



Daytime Phone Email 

Mail to: Select Comfort 6105 Trenton Lane N., Minneapolis, MN 55442 
ext. 35192 




select 0comfort. 



In preparation for Memorial Day, a soldier and a Cub Scout place U.S. flags 
in front of grave markers at Arlington National Cemetery, zuma press 

Legion stands up for Scouts 
after ACLU-DoD settlement 

BY REES LLOYD 

American Legion National Commander Thomas Cadmus recently called on 
government officials to "stand up to the ACLU," fueling a firestorm of protest 
against fanatical in terrorem litigation by the American Civil Liberties Union 
against the Boy Scouts, the Mojave Desert Veterans Memorial and every public 
expression of America's religious history and heritage. 



The call from the Legion's top 
official came in a blistering public 
denunciation of the Defense 
Department announcement that it 
would order military units world- 
wide not to sponsor Boy Scout 
troops, a partial surrender to an 
ACLU lawsuit filed in Illinois in 
1999. Cadmus asked publicly, 
"What are the courts doing? ... 
Where is the outrage?" 

The public generally does not 
know the ACLU is profiting in such 



cases by millions of dollars in 
taxpayer-paid "attorney fee 
awards" authorized under the Civil 
Rights Act, 42 U.S. Code Sec. 1988. 

While the law was paved with 
good intentions - to ensure legiti- 
mate victims of civil-rights viola- 
tions could obtain representation - 
it has been exploited by the ACLU 
in First Amendment "establishment 
of religion clause" cases in which 
there are, in fact, no attorney fees 
incurred by the ACLU or its plain- 



tiffs, who appear to be "mascot 
plaintiffs" with de minimis claims 
like "Oh my God, I saw a cross!" 

Elected and appointed officials 
at the local, state and federal 
levels have been literally terror- 
ized from standing up to the 
ACLU in fear of enormous attor- 
ney fees being imposed by un- 
elected judges not answerable to 
the taxpayers. As far as is known, 
not a single American judge has 
had the courage to exercise discre- 
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Test our Professional-Power 

DR® CHIPPER 

RISK-FREE for 6 Months! o ^ 
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Seeing is believing. That's why 
we're willing to send you a 
Professional Power DR® CHIPPER 
to try out absolutely risk-free. Test 
this amazing chipper on your own 
property for 6 months to — 

• CLEAN UP UGLY BRUSH PILES 

that spoil the appearance of your 
property. 

• CHIP BRANCHES up to 4-1 /2" 

thick! 

• CREATE BEAUTIFUL WOOD 
CHIP MULCH for landscaping. 




f X 

If the DR® CHIPPER isn't the 
hardest-working, most durable, 
easiest-to-use machine for getting 
rid of brush and branches that 
you've ever used, you can send it 
back, and we'll give you a full 
refund of your original purchase 
price including shipping! 



3 to 4 times 
faster than 
ordinary home- 
chippers! 




So, WHY PUT UP with 
Unsightly Brush Piles... 

that ruin the appearance 
of your property? 




CALL 1-800-652-1155 

and learn how the DR® CHIPPER makes 
ugly brush piles disappear FAST! 

——————————————————————————————————— 

□ YES! Please rush me your full-color Catalog and Demonstration Video 
on the Professional Power DR® CHIPPER, including Factory- Direct 
Savings now in effect, details of the new Top-Discharging model, plus 
how I can try one out on my property with your Risk-Free Trial! 

Name 



New 3-Point Hitch, Tractor- Mounted 
model also available! 



AML 



Address_ 



City_ 



_State_ 



EmaiL 



COUNTRY HOME PRODUCTS®, Dept. 4991 IX 
Meigs Road, P.O. Box 25, Vergennes, VT 05491 

www.drchipper.com 



tion to deny attorney fees to the 
ACLU under 42 U.S. Code 1988, 
which is the sole authority for 
awarding attorney fees. 

Delegates at the National Con- 
vention 2004 unanimously adopted 
Resolution 326, "Preservation of 
the Mojave Desert Veterans 
Memorial," which calls on Con- 
gress to amend the law and end 
judges' authority to award attorney 
fees in cases brought "to remove or 
destroy religious symbols/' 

The Department of California 
sponsored Resolution 326 after a 
federal court in Riverside, Calif., 
for the first time allowed the 
ACLU to pursue a precedent- 
setting lawsuit to remove a 
solitary cross at what is now the 
Mojave Desert Veterans Memorial. 

That case, Buono v. Norton, 
illustrates the ACLU's fanaticism 
and disrespect for veterans, and it 
exposes the threat of further legal 
attacks on veterans' memorials by 
the ACLU or others. 

In 1934, a private citizen 
strapped two pipes together to 
form a cross and mounted it on a 
rock outcrop in a remote, privately 
owned area of the Mojave Desert. 
The purpose was to honor the 
service of World War I veterans. 
President Clinton, as one of his 
last acts, issued an executive 
order incorporating the area in the 
Mojave National Preserve. The 
ACLU seized on that fact to file a 
federal suit to remove the cross in 
2000. A district court ruled for the 
ACLU and awarded it more than 
$40,000 in attorney fees. 

Veterans protested, and Rep. 
Jerry Lewis, R-Calif., who repre- 
sents the area, achieved legisla- 
tion officially establishing the site 
as the Mojave Desert Veterans 
Memorial. The legislation autho- 
rized an exchange of the 1-acre 
site for five acres from a private 
owner, placing the memorial on 
private land. 

However, that did not satisfy the 



fanatical ACLU. The Ninth Circuit 
Court of Appeals held the case 
was "not moot" because the land 
exchange, although legislatively 
authorized, was not complete. 
Further, the court found the lead 
plaintiff - the first and sole 
remaining plaintiff - had legal 
standing to complain of civil- 
rights injury. 

The lead plaintiff, Fank Buono, 
is a retired Forest Service employ- 
ee who later moved to Oregon, but 
claims civil-rights violation and 
injury because he sees the cross 
when driving back on visits. 
ACLU's attorney fee award for 
representing him was increased to 
$63,000. 

Upon such de minimis dross as 
this is constitutional law being 
made by judges, and the ACLU is 
profiting financially, at taxpayer 
expense. 

They're still at it. The ACLU 
filed a motion in District Court in 
December to declare the land 
exchange unconstitutional, 
claiming it doesn't comply with 
the spirit of the injunction. 

Other examples of ACLU abuse 
are multiple, nationwide and 
glaring: 

■ The ACLU reaped some 
$940,000 in settlement from the 
City of San Diego when it surren- 
dered in ACLU's litigation to kick 
the Boy Scouts out of Balboa Park. 
The Boy Scouts are appealing. The 
American Legion has filed a 
friend-of-the-court brief support- 
ing the Scouts. 

■ The ACLU received some 
$500,000 to drive the Ten Com- 
mandments out of the courthouse 
of Alabama Judge Roy Moore, 
notwithstanding the fact that the 
same Ten Commandments are on 
the massive doors and the wall of 
the U.S. Supreme Court itself. 

■ Portland Public Schools were 
ordered to pay the ACLU $108,000 
in a case brought for an atheist 
who objected to the Boy Scouts 



being allowed to recruit during 
non-class time. At the time of this 
writing, Portland is considering a 
complete ban. 

■ The Los Angeles County Board 
of Supervisors, over the vigorous 
objection of Supervisor Michael 
Antonovich, joined by Supervisor 
Don Knabe, surrendered on a 3-2 
vote to the ACLU's demands that it 
change the county seal because of 
a tiny cross in one small panel 
representing the mission period of 
its history. The ACLU, exposing its 
hypocrisy as well as fanaticism, 
did not demand removal of the 
central religious figure dominat- 
ing the seal - "Pomona," the Italo- 
Roman goddess of poma, i.e. 
fruits. A citizens' initiative 
petition is ongoing to place the 
issue on the ballot and overturn 
the surrender to the ACLU. 

■ The city council of Redlands, 
Calif., reluctantly surrendered to 
the ACLU's demand that it change 
its city seal to remove a cross, for 
fear of court-ordered attorney fees 
to the ACLU. 

Simply put, it is clear the ACLU 
has gone too far, exploiting the 
Civil Rights Act, 42 U.S. Code 1988, 
to enrich itself and carry out in 
terrorem litigation to compel 
surrender to its demands from 
elected and appointed officials who 
fear judge-awarded attorney fees. 

Claims by ACLU defenders that 
the organization once did public 
good in defending free speech, are 
vitiated by its fanaticism in self- 
enriching terroristic litigation and 
self-appointed social engineering 
in the present. 

American Legion National 
Resolution 326 calls for Congress 
to reform 42 U.S. Code Sec. 1988 
to take the profit out of such 
terroristic litigation. This can be a 
powerful weapon in the effort to 
stop such abuses. It will take a 
united, determined effort by the 
American Legion family, other 
veterans, an aroused citizenry 
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and courageous elected officials. 

The legal principles used by the 
ACLU to sue against the single 
cross at the Mojave Desert Veter- 
ans Memorial are applicable to the 
9,000 crosses and Stars of David at 
Normandy, along with those in 
every national cemetery. 

If Congress does not act, noth- 
ing in the law will prevent Is- 
lamist terrorists in the United 
States, or their sympathizers, from 
using the ACLU precedent to sue 
veterans' memorials or the Boy 



Scouts, or anyone else over 
expressions of America's religious 
history and heritage. And nothing 
stops the ACLU from collecting 
millions of taxpayer dollars as 
attorney-fee awards. 

Commander Cadmus has 
sounded the tocsin. "We are 
determined to stand up to the 
ACLU and, as first step, to de- 
mand that Congress end the 
appalling practice of awarding 
attorney fees in the millions of 
dollars to the ACLU at taxpayer 



expense so they can use the courts 
to destroy American values." || 

Rees Lloyd, a longtime civil-rights 
attorney, is past commander of 
American Legion San Gorgonio 
Pass Post 428 in Banning, Calif., 
and the author of Resolution 326. 
He was an ACLU of Southern 
California staff attorney for two 
years after graduating from law 
school in 1979. 
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'Where is the outrage? 7 



DoD's settlement with ACLU launches Legion-led national debate, media barrage. 



The American Legion, according to one head- 
line, was "aghast," and the Department of Defense 
was "humbled," by the American Civil Liberties 
Union last November. DoD agreed to partially 
settle a five-year-old lawsuit brought by the ACLU 
to prohibit sponsorship of Boy Scout programs at 
U.S. military installations. The settlement, report- 
edly handled by subordinates of Defense Secretary 
Donald Rumsfeld, came two weeks after attention 
to values was widely attributed to President Bush's 
re-election. The agreement ignited a fiery national 
debate pitting the values of God and country 
against the constitutional interpretations of the 
ACLU, whose civil-rights activism was cast by 
some as a form of "legal terrorism." 

In 1999, the ACLU of Illinois sued the DoD, the 
Department of Housing and Urban Development 
and the Chicago Board of Education for sponsor- 
ing Boy Scout programs because participation 
includes an oath that has the words, "On my 



honor, I will do my best to do my duty to God and 
my country..." The Chicago Board of Education 
soon ceased sponsorship of Scouting activities. 
DoD was less hasty. The U.S. military sponsors 
more than 400 Scout units worldwide and sup- 
ports the national Boy Scouts Jamboree in Virginia 
to the tune of about $2 million from the Army 
every four years. The settlement did not address 
the Jamboree. But the ACLU regards the DoD 
decision as only "partial." 

Swiftly following the announcement, talk-show 
TV and newspaper editorial pages brimmed with 
public debate over the DoD's concession. Bloggers 
soon joined the fray. Five days after the decision, 
the U.S. House of Representatives passed, 391-3, a 
non-binding resolution commending the Boy 
Scouts and condemning legal efforts to restrict 
government ties to them. 

The following is a small sample of public 
expressions in the days after the decision: 



"The idea that sponsorship of Scouting by American military units is 'unconstitutional' 
goes beyond the absurd, even well past the point of stupidity How is it the government can 
fund chapels on military bases, and chaplains in the military, but not accommodate Scouting? 
How is it the Congress can sanction Scouting by issuing them a federal charter, 
but the courts can declare them 'outlaws'? 

"is there no one in Washington, D.C., at the highest levels of government that will stand up 

for Scouts, for Scouting and support this movement that has long been an institution 
of highest reputation in America? Where's the president? Where's his cabinet? Where's the 
Congress?What are the courts doing? Where is the outrage?" 

- Letter from American Legion National Commander Thomas P. Cadmus 
to Defense Secretary Donald Rumsfeld, dated Nov. 16, 2004. 
As of late December, the secretary had not replied. 

CONTINUED ON PAGE 24 



22 I February 2005 



The American Legion Magazine | 



Win a Absolutely No Obligation & No Purchase Necessary! 

FREE RASCAL! 

Enter Today! You could be next month's Lucky Rascal Winner! 



isArnquisUlh 




The All-New Rascals are here...and now you can win one...FREE! 



The All-New Rascals are packed with many great new 
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your own, Medicare or Private Insurance may provide a 
new Rascal at little or no cost to you. So, call or return the 
postage-paid card for full details. We're also giving away 
12 Free Rascals this year in our monthly Sweepstakes! 

Or enter online at: www.freerascal.com/1028 



Call the number below to be entered instantly or return the 
attached coupon or card. We'll enter you for up to 12 chances 
to win a new FREE Rascal this year! The sooner you enter 
the more chances you'll have to win! 



To enter, return the card, coupon or call today, toll free 

1-800-542-1395 
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j| YES! Enter me in the Rascal Sweepstakes, and send me 
a FREE Rascal Scooter Catalog with Medicare Insurance 
Information and a Special Introductory Offer! 



Name. 



Address . 



City 




State 


Zip 


Phone |~ 









Don't forget to include your phone number so we may contact you if you win! 
Electric Mobility, One Mobility Plaza, Dept. 1028, Sewell, NJ 08080 



Each respondent will be entered in the Electric Mobility Rascal Sweepstakes to be eligible to win an Electric 
Mobility Rascal Scooter in our monthly drawing. Electric Mobility reserves the right to upgrade the prize 
scooter to a model with greater value. There is absolutely no obligation and no purchase necessary. 
Purchasing will not improve your chances of winning. Only one entry per individual. Void where prohibited. 
Winners will be drawn monthly and your chances of winning each month are based on the amount of 
entries received but should be 1 in 1,000,000 based on past response. By entering the sweepstakes, you 
consent to having Electric Mobility Corporation contact you by mail, phone or electronic means regarding 
our products. By entering, you agree to be bound by the official sweepstakes rules and accept that those rules 
have financial implications. To be removed from our mailing list, call 1-800-471-0959. For official rules write: 
Electric Mobility Corporation, P.O. Box 156, Sewell, NJ 08080, or visit us online at: www.rascalscooters.com. 
This is a solicitation. You are under no obligation to pay. ©2005 Electric Mobility Corp. 



'Lawyers abandoned the Boy Scouts 7 



"If our Constitution's promise of religious 
liberty is to be a reality, the government 
should not be administering religious oaths 
or discriminating based on religious beliefs/' 

-ACLU lawyer Adam Schwartz 

"This highlights more than anything else 
how rabid the ACLU is about the Scouts. 
They want to attack the Boy Scouts of 
America and the Pentagon for supporting 
the Boy Scouts, and they want to 
support kids running around 
naked in the woods/' 

- Bob Bork, national spokesman 
for Boy Scouts of America, 
referring to an ACLU lawsuit filed 
last year in support of a proposed 
children's nudist camp in Virginia 

"What's really happening here is, as we 
see it, we have young men and women ...all 
over the world, 120 countries, in Afghanistan 
and Iraq, fighting the global war on terrorism 
with courage and valor. And then we find out 
the Pentagon caves in to legal terrorism 
right here in our own united States." 

-American Legion National Adjutant Robert W. Spanogle, 
interviewed Nov. 17 on Fox News' "The O'Reilly Factor" 



"The new big threat to our civil liberties is a 
group of 10-year-olds with walking sticks." 

- Columnist Collin Levey The New York Post 

"The voters of this nation, if it's a choice 
between expanding NAMBLA (the North 
American Man/Boy Love Association, 
which the ACLU defended in a wrongful death 
lawsuit brought by the parents of a 10-year- 
old killed by a member of the association) and 
preserving the Scouting movement, the voters 
of America want to defend the Scouting 
movement ... Without a shot being fired, 
Department of Defense lawyers apparently 
abandoned the Boy Scouts, threw up their 
hands and surrendered to the ACLU's latest 
radical attack on the cherished heritage 
and values of this nation." 

- U.S. Rep. J.D. Hay worth, R-Ariz., a former Eagle Scout 



"Is the Department of Defense now going to 
treat the Boy Scouts as some kind of a pariah 

organization, not worthy of any kind of 
support? Being a part of a group, wearing a 
uniform, accomplishing tasks ... all of these 
things are conducive to the kind of culture 
that is endemic in the military. And for a 
young man to go from Cub Scout to Boy 
Scout to Eagle Scout to the armed forces, 
that's a kind of lifetime progression ... " 

- Elaine Donnelly president of 
the Center for Military Preparedness 

"Many of the men and women 
in the military who live on 
these bases have children 
who may want to be a member 
of the Boy Scouts. These devoted 
parents who serve this nation 
do not make much money as it is, 
and sadly they are sometimes asked 
to give their life in defense of freedom ... 

If a base commander decides that 
the base should sponsor a local chapter 

of the Boy Scouts for the children 
of these parents, why should they not 
be allowed to do so?" 

-Rep. Walter Jones, R-N.C, 
in a letter to President Bush, asking for further 
investigation into DoD's settlement with the ACLU 

"There is fresh evidence that the ACLU 
intends to end all federal support for 
the Boy Scouts of America. In their view, 
where there is government 
there cannot be faith." 

- U.S. Senate Majority Leader Bill Frist, R-Tenn., 
after introducing his "Save Our Scouts" bill 
on Nov. 27 to continue federal support for 
Boy Scouts and Girl Scouts 



"It is a national security issue. 
The Department of Defense has conceded 
to a false and atheistic notion about military 

conduct. A military that must avoid God 
upon hearing the wimpy threats of the ACLU 
is hardly suited to deal with those who 
would destroy us in the name of Allah." 

- Former Eagle Scout and Web columnist Hans Zieger 



24 I February 2005 



The American Legion Magazine 



manufacturer's Recall Alert 

Attention 

Vioxx® Victims 



If you have taken the pain reliever Vioxx and have suf- 
fered a heart attack or stroke, or if someone you love 
has died after taking Vioxx, you may be eligible to file a 
claim against the manufacturer and potentially collect 
significant financial compensation. 

When you've been severely injured, you can't take 
chances with the quality of your legal representation. 
You need a law firm with years of experience and a 
proven track record of success. 

If you have suffered a heart attack, stroke, or other 
serious injury as a result of Vioxx, Weitz & Luxenberg 
can help you understand your legal options. Weitz 
Luxenberg is one of America's foremost products liabili 
ty law firms, and has achieved prominence in multiple 
national litigations. With over 50 attorneys and 250 sup 
port professionals on staff, Weitz & Luxenberg is e 
nently qualified to provide you with the superior legal 
representation you need. 

For additional information and a complimentary consul- 
tation, speak to a Client Relations representative at Weitz 
& Luxenberg today! Please call toll free (800) 476-6070 or 
e-mail us at ClientRelations@weitzlux.com . 




Weitz & Luxenberg, P.C. 



w 



o 



E 



180 Maiden Lane • New York, NY 10038 

1(800)476-6070 

www.weitzlux.com 

Please know that you are not considered a client of our firm until your case has been accepted by us, and 
you have signed a retainer agreement. Future verdicts or settlements cannot be predicted from prior results. 



No Greater Glory 

The sinking of the troop carrier USAT Dorchester by a German submarine in 
the icy waters off Greenland was one of the worst sea disasters of World War II. 
It was also the occasion of an astounding feat of heroism and faith by 
four chaplains - a priest, a rabbi and two ministers. Chaplains George Fox, 
Alexander Goode, Clark Poling and John Washington left their mark on a single 
night of war, forever changing the lives of those they saved. The following is an 
excerpt of their story as told by Dan Kurzman in his book "No Greater Glory." 



At about 4 p.m. on Jan. 29, 
1943, the Dorchester 
creaked northward out of 
the dock at St. John's, Newfound- 
land, together with five other 
craft in a new, bare-bones convoy 
called SG 19. The convoy com- 
prised two freighters, the Biscaya 
and the Lutz ... and three U.S. 
Coast Guard escorts - the Tampa, 
a 240-foot heavy cutter, and the 
Escanaba and Comanche, 
165-foot cutters that had served 
as Great Lakes icebreakers in the 
early 1930s. 

The cutters were part of the 
Greenland Patrol, established in 
June 1941 to protect ships and 
bases in the North Atlantic. 
The Tampa was the convoy's 
senior ship and carried not only 
its own commander but also the 
convoy commander, Capt. Joseph 
Greenspun, who would issue all 
orders pertaining to speed, course 
and formation. Since radios were 
silent to avoid enemy intercep- 
tion, signal lamps would transmit 
all inter-ship communications. 

The Biscaya sailed on the 
starboard side of the Dorchester, 
the Lutz on the port side; the 
Comanche and Escanaba patrolled 
farther out, about 2,000 yards 
from the Dorchester, slightly 
astern of it on the port and 
starboard sides, respectively. 
The Tampa, with speed matching 



BY DAN KURZMAN 

the Dorchester's, churned the 
waters about 5,000 yards in front 
of the former luxury liner, plow- 
ing a winding, evasive course 
intended to thwart a U-boat 
attack. This formation would later 
be criticized by the commander 
of the task force the cutters 
belonged to. 



John Pearse, chief boatswain's 
mate on the Tampa, and many of 
his shipmates were puzzled. How 
could three Coast Guard cutters, 
which largely lacked modern 
equipment, protect the Dorchester, 
the two freighters and 
themselves from a pack 
of U-boats? It was like a 
few Chihuahuas trying 
to fend off a pack of 
wolves! 

The risk was espe- 
cially great because the 
Dorchester was forced to 
pace its speed to match 
that of the slowest ships 
- the Escanaba and 
Comanche, which had 
maximum speed of 
eleven and a half knots but 
averaged about eight. The creep- 
ing movement made the Dorches- 
ter extremely vulnerable to a 
submarine attack. German 
U-boats could make 10 or 11 knots 
on its diesel engines. 



U-boats, in so-called "wolf 
packs," infested the Strait of Belle 
Isle, aptly referred to as "Torpedo 
Junction," between Labrador and 
Newfoundland Island. They had 
already sunk scores of Allied 
ships in these swirling waters. 

Hardly had the Dorchester 
reached the open sea when gale- 
force northwest winds propelled it 
through towering waves that 
coated much of the ship with ice 
and stirred fears, which were 
fueled by loud creaking: the 
vessel, it seemed, might disinte- 
grate or capsize. This fear was all 
the greater since the ship was 
zigzagging 
through the waves 
to avoid enemy 
torpedoes rather 
than plowing 
through them 
frontally, as naval 
practice normally 
prescribed. 

The sailors 
aboard the troop- 
ship who had 
made the trip 
before were 
familiar with the winter storms in 
the North Atlantic, but even they 
were shaken by this one, the 
worst to hit the area in more than 
50 years. Some men rushed below 
and, more nauseated than ever, 
threw themselves on their bunks. 



Res. NO. 430 

(2004 National 
Convention) 

Supports the awarding 
of the Medal of Honor 
to U.S. Army Chaplains 
Lt. John P. Washington, 
Lt. Clark V. Poling, 
Lt. George L Fox and 
Lt. Alexander D. Goode 
for their heroism, which 
cost their lives on the 
night of Feb. 3, 1943. 
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After risking their lives to save others, 
the lour Chaplains linked arms, 
whispered their final prayers 
and sank into eternity. 



■i 



, \Their courage must never be forgotten. 



k 




Although the storm finally 
calmed, most of the men were still 
sick and could not focus on the 
threat of a torpedo attack. 

February 2. At about 3:30 p.m., 
the Tampa, which, as the escort 
commander, had been in the 
vanguard seeking signs of danger, 
blinked a terse message to the 
Dorchester. "We are being fol- 
lowed. Submarines estimated in 
our vicinity. Inform all ships to 
close up tightly and stay closed for 
the night." 

Dorchester's Capt. Hans Dan- 
ielsen told his officers that if the 
Dorchester was not torpedoed by 
midnight, U-boats would find it 
difficult to operate because of 
icebergs in the area, and by the 
next morning the ship would be 
in Greenland. The problem now 



was to let the men know that 
there might be danger ahead with- 
out alarming them, and he would 
do so at dinner. 

At about 6:30 p.m., the voice of 
Capt. Danielsen blared over the 
loudspeaker: "Now hear this: 
Every soldier is ordered to sleep 
with his clothes and life jacket on. 
Repeating, this is an order! We 
have a submarine following us." 

A grim silence reigned as the 
men stopped eating, their appe- 
tites suddenly gone. But then 
Chaplain Fox stood up and said it 
was time for a party. The amateur 
night that the chaplains had 
planned for a day earlier was 
called off because of the storm, 
but the sea was calmer now, and 
quite a few men who had been too 
nauseated to eat now showed up 
for dinner. Anyway, this would be 



the last evening meal on the ship, 
which was less than 100 miles 
from Greenland. 

Many men remained in the 
mess hall until about 11:30 p.m. 
Father Washington sat at the old 
piano from the Dorchester's 
pleasure-cruise days playing 
popular tunes, as he once had for 
his parishioners, while the other 
chaplains, with their melodious 
voices, helped him lead the 
audience in a songfest. 

For the first time, in a sense, 
the four chaplains were doing 
what they had wanted to do when 
they volunteered to serve in the 
war. To their great disappoint- 
ment, they had not been sent to 
the battlefronts of Europe or Asia. 
But this peripheral war zone had 
become the front line for the men 
on the Dorchester. 
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The immortal Chaplains 

The Rev. Clark Poling 

The Rev. Clark Poling, a Dutch 
Reformed minister, was the son of 
a famous radio evangelist, Dr. 
Daniel Poling. Growing up, the 
younger Poling thought of 
becoming a lawyer. But during one 
vacation at his family's country 
home in New Hampshire, he 
climbed to the top of a mountain, 
where he hoped to somehow 
communicate with God. When he 
came down, he told his father that a Moses-like 
revelation had triggered a spiritual awakening in him 
and that he would now become a minister. 

When Poling became pastor of a Dutch Reformed 
church in Schenectady, N.Y., he turned the small, 
dormant parish into an active, overflowing 
congregation that rejoiced in his inspirational sermons. 
Some children thought he was Jesus himself. 

With the attack on Pearl Harbor, Poling hoped to join a 
fighting unit and take the risks of the common soldier. 
He joined the chaplains' corps when his father told 
him the casualty rate among chaplains was greater 
than that for others. Poling left for war begging his 
father to pray that he would never be a coward. 




Rabbi Alexander Goode 

Rabbi Alexander Goode was 
both a brilliant scholar and a 
champion athlete. He won prizes 
in debate and oratory, and wrote 
thought-provoking treatises on 
U.S. and Middle East history. 
Often expressing pride that an 
illustrious ancestor had fought 
under Napoleon, he had a strong 
sense of duty. He also had an 
almost obsessive desire to 
spiritually revitalize the world. 

Serving as a rabbi in a synagogue in York, Pa., 
Goode invited Christian leaders to speak there. 
He helped set up an education system for the city 
that would drastically reduce racial and religious bias 
in city schools. 

Goode's final moments on the Dorchester seemed 
right out of scripture. Standing over a soldier whose 
shoulder had been shattered, he removed his own life 
jacket, unlaced his boots, and used the laces to tie the 
jacket around the man. 



The chaplains followed up with 
visits to the staterooms to raise 
spirits of the men, and Father 
Washington held services in the 
mess hall, attended by men of 
different faiths. 

February 3. At 12:55 a.m., there 
was a great crash, followed a 
second later by a muffled explo- 
sion. A torpedo from German 
U-boat 223 smashed the Dorches- 
ter amidship slightly aft on the 
starboard side near the engine 
room, ripping a hole from below 
the waterline to the top deck. 

The explosion opened the 
way for a virtual tidal wave that 
flooded the engine room, drown- 
ing the oilers and engineers 
who hadn't already been scalded 
to death by vapor escaping from 
the broken steam pipes and 
burst boiler. 

At the same time, the flood 



roared into the lower compart- 
ments, trapping and killing 
between 200 and 300 men, 
including many who were washed 
into the sea. Within a minute, the 
ship listed 30 degrees to starboard 
and lost way. 

Men stumbled out partially 
jammed compartment doors ... 
some wearing only their under- 
clothes, having ignored instruc- 
tions to "wear everything" they 
had. Some men could not find 
their life preservers. 

With the electricity cut off, no 
white rockets signaling the attack 
to rescue craft could be fired. 
Signalmen tried to contact the 
rescue cutters with one-way 
blinker-tube signal lights, but 
they failed. 

Meanwhile, the four chaplains 
leaped from their bunks deter- 
mined to save as many men as 
possible. Driven by a powerful 



union of spirit, they ran from their 
stateroom on the main deck to 
hand out life jackets to men who 
might have left them behind. They 
would also urge those who 
couldn't make it into a boat or raft 
to climb down a rope, if possible 
into a craft already afloat, or else 
directly into the water, where they 
could swim to one. 

The four chaplains moved 
quietly among the men on board, 
preaching bravery and distribut- 
ing life jackets, including their 
own. In the end, these four men 
went down with the ship, their 
arms linked in spiritual solidarity, 
their voices raised in prayer. 



Since the end of World War II, 
numerous honors have been 
posthumously conferred upon the 
four chaplains. In 1961, a special- 
ly designed Congressional Medal 
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The Rev. George Fox 



Father John Washington 




The Rev. George Fox, a Methodist 
minister, was a mild-mannered 
man with the steeliness of a 
committed warrior. 

Abused by his father, Fox ran away 
from home at age 17. Believing that 
fighting evil would heal some of his 
own hurt, he lied about his age so 
he could join the Army. He fought in 
World War I, where he earned the 
Silver Star and the French Croix de 
Guerre for saving the lives of two men who had been 
gassed by the enemy. He gave them his own gas mask 
and carried them to safety even though he was 
severely wounded himself. 

After the war, Fox joined the ministry. He moved from 
church to church, earning only $1,000 a year, 
ministering to people as poor as himself. When World 
War II broke out, he volunteered to serve his country 
again, though he had not fully recovered from his World 
War I wounds. 





Father John Washington 
transformed himself in his youth 
from a pool-playing gang leader on 
the streets of Newark, N.J., into a 
c 7$ dreamer who yearned for the 

priesthood so he could devote his 
life to helping others. His final 
decision to follow this path came 
after he fell seriously ill and was 
near death. A priest was even 
called to perform the last rites. But 
he miraculously recovered. God, he felt, "must have 
kept me here for something." He later served as priest 
of St. Stephens Church in Kearny, N.J. 

When World War II came, Washington was so 
determined to serve that he cheated on an Army eye 
test after the Navy rejected him. He covered up his bad 
eye twice - a ruse that went unnoticed - and passed 
the exam. 

In his final hours, as the Dorchester was going down, 
Washington not only gave up his own life jacket to a 
man without one, but he searched the ship for another 
jacket - not for himself but for someone else. 




For more information or to contribute 

The Immortal Chaplains Foundation 
Hamline University 
Box 48 

St. Paul, MN 55104 

information@immortalchaplains.org 

www.immortalchaplains.org 



of Valor was awarded to each of 
them. (Many military officials 
argued that they should have 
received the Medal of Honor, but 
their superiors claimed that it 
could be awarded only for ex- 
traordinary courage in combat, 
somehow feeling that a subma- 
rine attack on a ship was not 
combat.) Earlier, in 1944, the 
chaplains had been awarded 
Purple Hearts and the Distin- 
guished Service Cross. 
In 1948, a 3-cent commemora- 



tive stamp was issued in their 
honor. The stamp, with the title 
"These Immortal Chaplains," 
featured an illustration of the four 
chaplains above a sinking ship. In 
1998, Congress designated Feb. 3 
as Four Chaplains Day. The four 
men have been remembered in 
numerous ways over the years, 
including monuments, memorial 
ceremonies, stained-glass win- 
dows and a foundation, The 
Immortal Chaplains Foundation. 
Another institution, the Chapel of 



the Four Chaplains, was founded 
in 1951 by Dr. Daniel Poling in 
honor of his son and the three 
other chaplains. || 

Dan Kurzman is the author of 
15 books, including "No Greater 
Glory: Four Immortal Chaplains 
and the Sinking of the Dorchester 
in World War II" He is a former 
foreign correspondent for 
The Washington Post. 

Article design: Holly K. Soria 
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BY ROBERT BRYCE 

t's getting so that it's not even 
safe to die anymore. Over the 
past few years, the funeral 
M industry has been rocked by a 
T series of grotesque scandals 
involving everything from mis- 
handled burials to the selling of 
cadaver parts. 

In 2001, investigators began to 
uncover shocking mismanagement 
at the Menorah Gardens cemetery 
in Florida. More than 800 head- 
stones in the cemeteries were in 
the wrong locations. Several dozen 
graves had been purposely dam- 
aged. Human remains had been 
removed from some of the graves 
and tossed into the woods sur- 
rounding the cemetery. 

In 2002, investigators found the 
uncremated remains of 334 people 
strewn around the property of a 
crematorium in rural Georgia. 
More than 100 of the bodies were 
taken to a morgue and stored for 
nearly two years before finally 
laid to rest in a nearby cemetery. 
In November, the crematory 
operator pleaded guilty to 
787 felony charges. 

Earlier this year, an employee of 
the University of California at Los 
Angeles was arrested after he 
allegedly sold body parts taken 
from cadavers donated to the 
school through its willed-body 
program. Over a six-year period, 
nearly 500 bodies were cut up and 
their parts sold to businesses 
around the country. 

These episodes are symptomatic 
of sweeping changes happening in 
the modern death-care industry. 
And those changes have meant 
that more Americans - many of 
them veterans - are being victim- 
ized by those who appear more 
interested in making big profits 
than in comforting the bereaved 
and caring for the dead. 

Regulation and Litigation. A few 

decades ago, churches owned the 



cemeteries. Funeral homes were 
run by families who'd been in 
their local communities for years. 
And while family-owned funeral 
homes still handle the majority of 
the 2.4 million deaths that occur 
each year in the United States, the 
industry is being invaded by large 
publicly traded companies with 
more resources and bigger adver- 
tising budgets than independent 
family-owned firms. 

The conglomeration of the 
funeral industry is happening at a 
time when better regulation is 
needed at both the state and 
federal levels. For instance, of the 
115,000 cemeter- 
ies in the United 
States, only about 
10 percent are 



10% 



9% 



8% 



subject to state 
regulatory 
oversight. Half 
the states don't 
regulate cremato 
ries at all, and 17 consider cem- 
etery regulation so unimportant 
they outsource the job to agencies 
regulating other businesses like 
banks and real estate. 

This spotty regulation, coupled 
with the feckless actions of some 
funeral operators, has led to a 
litigation explosion. Disgruntled 
consumers have filed hundreds of 
lawsuits in recent years against 
cemetery owners, funeral direc- 
tors and crematory operators. By 
the end of 2002, one international 
funeral chain faced 350 lawsuits 
and had hired more than 100 
outside law firms to help it defend 
itself. According to the National 
Funeral Directors Association, 
about 11 percent of the funeral 
homes in the United States are 
now owned by publicly traded 
corporations. 

Although these big companies 
can generate economies of scale 
that should allow them to charge 
less for their services, consumers 
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are finding just the opposite. In 
2001, Consumer Reports magazine 
revealed that national funeral- 
home chains charged roughly 
$1,300 more than independent 
homes for comparable funerals. 
The same survey found that locally 
owned funeral operators who had 
two to four funeral parlors often 
gave consumers the best prices. 

The big funeral operators have 
found various ways to boost the 
cost of dying. For instance, Hous- 
ton-based Service Corporation 
International, the world's largest 
funeral company, has launched a 
new marketing program known as 
"Dignity Memo- 
rial" that specifi- 
cally targets 
veterans. In its 
2002 annual 
report, the 
company told its 
stockholders that 
package plans 
sold under its Dignity Memorial 
brand "on average have a $2,000 
higher average revenue per funeral 
service compared to non-Dignity 
Memorial sales." 

An extra $2,000 is a lot of 
money, particularly when you 
consider that U.S. citizens 
already spend more than practi- 
cally anyone else when they bury 
their dead. Since 1994, the 
average cost of a funeral has 
increased at twice the rate of 
inflation. Americans now spend 
nearly an average of $6,500 for a 
full funeral, not including burial 
plot - nearly three times more 
than what the average British 
family spends and more than 
twice the going rate in France. 

For many consumers, their 
funeral will be among their 
biggest purchases, right behind 
the amount of money spent on 
their homes and automobiles. And 
while consumers will take days, 
or even months, shopping for the 
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perfect home or car, few people 
bother to dedicate even a few 
hours planning for funeral costs. 

Exploitation. The United States 
has 21,000 funeral homes, most of 
which are run by conscientious, 
caring and honest individuals. 
Plenty, however, are concerned 
only about profit. Here are a few 
tips to keep in mind when think- 
ing about your mortality: 

■ Talk about what you want 

at your funeral. This seems like 



a simple matter, but few families 
want to talk about death and 
the details that come with it. 
Do you want to be embalmed? 
Do you want to be cremated? 
"Talking about these things helps 
the family a lot; it gives them 
some direction," says Sue Simon, 
editor of Funeral Monitor, an 
industry newsletter. Simon, who 
has been writing about the 
funeral industry for 18 years, says 
many families will spend too 
much on a funeral, out of guilt or 
ignorance. Discussing what you 



want ahead of time - the type of 
casket, a favorite song - can help 
alleviate problems. An open 
discussion, Simon says, is "the 
most important thing. Don't leave 
it to chance." 

■ Avoid prepaid funeral deals. 

Americans have purchased more 
than $20 billion worth of prepaid 
funerals. Funeral providers 
aggressively push prepaid con- 
tracts because they are loosely 
regulated and very profitable. The 
sales pitch is simple: plan ahead 
and save your family the stress of 



You're a Gem ... 

and other exciting ways to be dead. 



BY MATT GRILLS 



Irish author and poet George Moore once said, "The 
difficulty in life is the choice." As it turns out, death isn't 
so simple either. 

No longer are you limited to a coffin, urn, or donating 
your body to science. Now you can be transformed into 
a diamond, an artificial coral reef or, eventually, soil 
nutrients in a loved one's garden. 

More adventuresome? Go out with a bang by having 
your cremated remains loaded into a specially modified 
fireworks shell and launched into the night air. 

Indeed, the sky's the limit when it comes to death, 
says Bob Vandenbergh, past president of the National 
Funeral Directors Association. "People can be as 
creative as they want to be, so long as it's within the 
law," he says. 

Diamonds Are Forever. The latest headline-making 
alternative to burial literally turns dust to diamonds. 
LifeGem of Elk Grove Village, III., extracts carbon from 
cremated remains, purifies it, presses it and cuts it any 
way you wish - round, princess, radiant, whatever. In 
fact, a single human being could be converted to as 
many as 50 one-carat diamonds. 

Dean Van den Biesen founded LifeGem in 2001 with 
his brother, Russell, and Greg and Mike Herro. The men 
weren't willing to accept burial or cremation as the only 
options for families. "We want to revolutionize the way 
people view death," he says. 

Since opening its doors, LifeGem has produced more 
than 500 diamonds from human and pet "cremains." 
Delivery time is about six months, and thousands of 
requests for information have made it possible for 
LifeGem to open offices in London, the Netherlands and 
Japan. Prices start at $2,500 and go up to $14,000. 

Initially, funeral directors scoffed, saying the process 




was too expensive and, besides, who'd be interested in 
turning loved ones into diamonds anyway? A lot of 
people, actually. Demand came in at five times Life- 
Gem's projections, earning the company $2.5 million its 
first year. 

"This is something that's attractive," Van den Biesen 
says. "A diamond is certainly 
beautiful. Ashes are not. Neither 
is a casket. People want some- 
thing much more personal and 
meaningful." 

Environmentally conscious 
doesn't hurt, either. Eternal Reefs 
of Atlanta incorporates cremated 
remains into a concrete mixture 
used to cast artificial reef 
formations. The result: new 
marine habitats for fish, turtles 
and other forms of sea life. Since 
2002, more than 200 "memorial 
reefs" have been placed off the 
coasts of Florida, South Carolina, 
Maryland and Virginia. 

"Sooner or later something has 
to be done with that urn," says 
George Frankel, CEO of Eternal 
Reefs. "At best, it's a temporary resting place. This is a 
way to stay involved after your death." 

With 30 percent of the world's reefs expected to 
significantly decline over the next two decades, due to 
natural disasters, artificial reefs pick up the slack. 
Frankel's company invites family members to help 
create them, mixing in cremated remains and dedicat- 
ing the reefs before deployment. 

Eternal Reefs even provides military funeral honors 
for veterans, draping a U.S. Flag over memorial reefs as 
"Taps" is played. Prices include two memorial certifi- 
cates, a bronze plaque with inscription mounted on the 
reef, and a GPS survey recording the longitude and 
latitude of your loved one's final resting place. 

"When I tell people what I do, I immediately get a 



Eternal Reefs of 
Atlanta provides 
military funeral 
honors for cremated 
veterans. 

Courtesy Eternal Reefs 
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making arrangements when you 
die. Plus, salesmen claim that 
consumers can lock in the cost of 
their funerals and therefore avoid 
inflation. What the salesmen don't 
say is that after you buy a prepaid 
funeral, funeral providers get to 
keep the interest earned on your 
money while they wait for you to 
die. In 2000, two of the biggest 
funeral providers in the United 
States took $84 million from their 
prepaid funeral accounts in 
Florida so that they could make 
payments on their corporate debt. 



They replaced the money with 
surety bonds - little more than 
IOUs. And that transaction was 
perfectly legal under Florida law. 
Simply put, if the business goes 
under, your body may not. 
■ Consider establishing a pay- 
on-death account. Sometimes 
called a Totten trust, these 
accounts are a good alternative to 
prepaid funeral packages, says 
Joshua Slocum, executive director 
of the national Funeral Consum- 
ers Alliance. With this type of 
account, you can deposit money 



in a local bank or credit union. 
The money gathers interest like a 
certificate of deposit. Upon your 
death, the beneficiary of the 
account - named by you - collects 
the money and applies it to the 
funeral. Pay-on-death accounts 
are flexible, the money is easily 
retrievable, and you control it 
throughout your lifetime. "You 
can cash it out any time you 
want," says Slocum, who points 
out that some prepaid funeral 
plans do not allow for refunds 
or transfers. 



puzzled look," Frankel says. "But everyone seems to 
know someone it's perfect for. In fact some people say 
they have a better chance of being visited in the ocean 
than at a cemetery." 

If a reef isn't for you, good news: you can still give 
back to the environment. Request 
to be buried in an Ecopod, a coffin 
made from naturally hardened, 
100-percent recycled paper. Or opt 
for a "green burial" at a memorial 
nature park. No toxic embalming 
fluids, no vaults, no expensive 
casket -just you and a biodegrad- 
able container. 



Angels Flight 

Angels-Flight.net 
(661) 373-2662 

angelsflightOl@sbcglobal.net 



Cryonics institute 

Cryonics.org 
(586) 791-5961 
cryonics@cryonics.org 



Chilling Alternatives. In crema- 
tion, a body is incinerated at high 
temperature. In burial, a body 
takes years to decompose. 
Neither is considered ecologically 
friendly by Swedish firm Promessa 
Organic AB, which is exploring a 
new method of disposal: freeze 
the corpse in liquid nitrogen, then 
use soundwaves to smash the 
remains into powder. Sweep it 
into a container made from corn 
starch, bury in a shallow grave and 
voila\ Within a year, oxygen and 
bacteria will break you down and 
return you to soil. 

Haven't heard of this idea? You 
will. Promessa has applied to patent the process in 35 
countries. 

More than a few people choose none of the above, 
convinced that death doesn't have to be the end. At the 
Cryonics Institute in Clinton Township, Mich., dead 
patients are cooled to a degree at which physical decay 
essentially stops. With any luck, technology and 
science will advance enough to "revive" them and 
restore their health. If not, "you have nothing to lose, 



Ecopod 

www.ecopod.co.uk 

Eternal Reefs 

EternalReefs.com 
(888) 423-7333 
info@eternalreefs.com 

LifeGem 

LifeGem.com 
(866) 543-3436 
info@lifegem.com 

Memorial Ecosystems 

MemorialEcosystems.com 
(864) 647-7798 



because you're already dead," says Andy Zawacki, 
facility manager. 

The aim is brain preservation, and 66 patients 
believed enough in the theory to choose cryonic 
suspension inside the 7,000-square-foot building. The 
oldest is James Bedford, suspended in 1967. 

Cryonics activists say this is no "Star Trek" 
pipe dream, and their work has caught the 
attention of some big names: Gore Vidal, 
Muhammad Ali, science-fiction novelist 
Arthur C. Clarke and Dr. Marvin Minsky of MIT, 
to name a few. 

"Fifty years ago, organ transplants were 
farfetched," Zawacki says. "There's no reason 
this shouldn't work." 

If cryogenics doesn't light your fire, try a 
pyrotechnics display. Angels Flight of Califor- 
nia offers fireworks packages starting at 
$3,250. Cremated remains are fired into the 
sky as part of a choreographed memorial 
service, scattered in a variety of colors and 
patterns. For a little extra, you can arrange 
professional still and video photography, 
catering, limousine service and sound system. 

Aiming higher? The "aerial burial" doesn't 
get more imaginative than Houston's Space 
Services, which has fired the remains of about 
100 people into space using small rockets. 
A single gram in earth orbit costs $995, 
and for $12,500 it'll send seven grams to the 
moon or into deep space. 
These and other burial alternatives may 
still be oddities to some, but Vandenbergh - owner of 
three Detroit-area funeral homes - says he's certain 
his industry is in for big changes. "If it's what the family 
wants and it gives them comfort, it's the right thing 
to do," he says. "The traditional family burial plot is 
in the past." 



Matt Grills is an assistant editor at The American Legion 
Magazine. 
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■ Be cheap when it comes to 

caskets. An expensive casket 
doesn't provide any better protec- 
tion to your loved one than a 
cheap one. Consider buying the 
least expensive one you can find 
and cover it with a flag, a favorite 
quilt, religious shroud or other 
memento. 
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Consider mi nf on 5 
"brown bag- 
ging" when it 
comes to 
buying a 
casket. Federal 
law allows you 
to buy your 
casket from a 
retailer not affiliated with the 
funeral home. Casket retailers 
often sell the same merchandise 
as funeral homes for a fraction of 
the price. Although funeral-home 
owners might not like it - much of 
their profit comes from casket 
sales - they cannot prevent you 
from bringing in a casket from 
another vendor. 

If you are particularly handy, 
think about building your own 
casket. Lots of companies sell 
bookshelves that can be converted 
into caskets. Others, like Casket- 
plans. com, will ship you casket 
components that can be assem- 
bled in your garage. 

■ Find out who owns the funeral 
home. If it's owned by a big 
company, you may end up over- 
paying. Independent funeral-home 
owners generally provide a higher 
level of service than the conglom- 
erates. But be careful. Just be- 
cause they are independently 
owned doesn't mean they will 
give you the best price. 

■ Educate yourself. Just because 
Joe's Funeral Home buried Mom, 
Dad or someone else from the 
family doesn't mean they should 
automatically get your business. 
Another funeral provider may be 
able to provide the same service at 
a better price. Price-shopping is a 
snap. Under Federal Trade Com- 



mission rules, funeral homes are 
required to give consumers a price 
list whenever they request one. 
You don't have to give them your 
name or phone number. You don't 
have to listen to a sales pitch. You 
don't even have to tell them why 
you want it. If the funeral home 
balks, remind 
them that 
federal law 
requires them 
to give you a 
price list. That 
should do the 
trick. If you 
want to avoid 
visiting a 
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particular funeral home, ask for it 
to fax you a price list. Many will. 
The Internet is also a boon to 
consumers who want to learn 
more about the industry. The 
Funeral Consumers Alliance, 
Funerals.org, has a hearse-load of 
information about death-care 
issues, including tips on reading 
price lists, information about 
embalming and more. It also has 
links to nonprofit funeral consum- 
er groups in more than 40 states 
that can help you find a low-cost 
funeral provider. 
■ Consider donating your body. 
Medical schools are always in 
need of bodies that can be used to 
teach prospective doctors about 
anatomy, surgery techniques and 
other skills. By willing your body 
to a medical school or other 
scientific institution, your family 
can avoid the cost of burial or 
cremation - and your body may 
end up helping others. Veterans 
may want to will their bodies to 
the Uniformed Services University 
of the Health Sciences, a federally 
backed school that trains military 
medical personnel. No expenses 
are associated with donating your 
body to the Maryland-based 
school. However, if you die in a 
location more than 150 miles from 
the school, your survivors will 
have to pay to transport your body 



to USU. The school's willed body 
program can be reached at 
(301) 295-3333. 

■ Consider cremation. Although 
traditional burial rites are still used 
by most Americans, an increasing 
percentage of citizens are choosing 
to have their bodies cremated. 
More than a quarter of Americans 
now choose cremation over burial. 
And the trend lines show crema- 
tion will continue to grow in 
popularity. The reason: cremation 
is cheaper. However, be aware that 
the national funeral chains are 
expanding into the cremation 
business and are, in some cases, 
charging premium prices. Crema- 
tion does not preclude your family 
from having a funeral service or 
memorial service for your loved 
one. Many families have memorial 
services at their churches or local 
meeting places. Those services can 
involve the deceased's ashes in an 
urn or a display of a picture of the 
departed. 

■ Do not buy caskets with 
protective seals. A sealed casket 
can cause more damage to the 
deceased than a non-sealing 
casket. A sealed casket may cause 
the corpse to bloat and become 
distorted because the gases 
produced during decomposition 
cannot escape. All corpses 
decompose. It's better to simply 
let nature take its course by using 
a standard, non-sealing casket. 

These recommendations are not 
intended to be chiseled onto a 
tombstone. They are only offered 
to remind you that amidst the 
profound grief that comes with it, 
death still involves a business 
transaction. Everyone may have to 
pay the piper, but you don't have 
to let him pick your pocket. || 

Robert Bryce of Austin, Texas, is the 
author of "Cronies: Oil, the Bushes 
and the Rise of Texas, America's 
Superstate" (Public Affairs). 

Article design: Holly K. Soria 
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EarMate Hearing Aid Helps Thousands! 

Try It Today Risk-FREE! u 




Reported by The Wall Street Journal 
EarMate-4000 comparison results: 



k "Sound was crisp and clear/' 
k "With different tip sizes to choose from, 
this fit our ears the best, resulting in 
minimal feedback/' 

John Edmiston (Reporter) 
The Wall Street Journal, June 9, 2004 

http://webreprints.djreprints.com/1005421313607.html 
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Engineering Marvel 

Advanced computer 
technology is used 
in the manufacturing 
process of your 
EarMate™. Greater 
precision means the 
highest quality possible. 
"\ am thrilled to bits with my 
hearing aid, its an engineering 
marvel, how it can be made so small 
is absolutely amazing/' 

Col. Colin Mills - Arizona. 

Simple, Effective Design 

The EarMate™-4000 is designed 
for the new hearing aid user. It is 
most appropriate for people with a mild 
to moderate hearing loss. The EarMate™-4000 
hearing aid amplifies the high-frequency sounds 
that help you hear and understand. 
'7 can hear people talk better. I sometimes forget it is even in 
my ear. The price is just great. All I do is put it in my ear and 
I am ready to go." M.M. - Rittman, OH 

"I can hear much more when watching TV/' 

Joseph English - New Jersey 

You select from three sizes of soft ear tips to 
get a secure and comfortable fit. Easy-to-use 
volume control locks in your preferred setting - 
no more fumbling! Use your EarMate-4000 every 
day or just when you need a little extra help! 





EarMate-4000 



Hearing Help Express, lnc m 

Only Available from Hearing Help 

You order by mail from a family business 
with over 250,000 satisfied customers and 
24 years selling hearing aids by mail. 

Shipping is free. You try the EarMate™- 
4000 risk-free. You have a 45-day home 
trial and 100% money-back guarantee. 
Compare the EarMate™-4000 to hearing 
aids costing $1,000 or more. Decide 
which is best for you! 
"Forme, it is as good as the $1,400 version." 

D.G. - Lake Suzy FL 

"I am very pleased with my hearing aids. They 
% have opened up a new world for me." 

Raymond Hollaway - Tennessee 
Customer testimonials on file, printed with their permission. 




Hearing Help Express 1 
105 North First St, Dept 34-475 ™ 
DeKalb, IL 601 15-0586 ^Ppitig! 

YES! Please rush me FREE information on the 
EarMate™-4000. I understand that I have no obligation & 
you provide FREE shipping. www.HearingHelpExpress.com/34475 

Mr.Mrs.Ms. 

Address 

City/State/Zip 



Our Oldest Enemy 

The oft-told tale of Franco -American harmony is a figment of our national imagination. 

BY JOHN J. MILLER AND MARK MOLESKY 



When French President 
Jacques Chirac learned 
about the horror in 
America on September 11, 2001, he 
broke off a tour of Brittany and 
rushed back to Paris. "In these 
terrible circumstances/' he said, 
"all French people stand by the 
American people. We express our 
friendship and solidarity in this 
tragedy." A week later, he stood 
next to George W. Bush in the Oval 
Office. "We are completely deter- 
mined to fight by your side/' he 
promised the president. "France is 
prepared and available to discuss 
all means to fight and eradicate 
this evil." The next day, he became 
the first foreign head of state to 
visit Ground Zero in Manhattan. 

Chirac's words and actions were 
both strong and stirring. They 
were also expected from a leader 
whose country had survived the 
ravages of the twentieth century 
in large part because of the 
leadership and sacrifice of the 
United States. On September 12, 
France's newspaper of record, Le 
Monde, added its support with a 
front-page editorial featuring the 
headline "Nous Sommes Tous 
Americains" - We Are All Ameri- 
cans. The U.S. media turned this 
simple and poignant phrase into a 
rousing refrain. America's oldest 
ally was reasserting its close 
historical and cultural ties in a 
moment of national catastrophe. 

Or so it seemed. From the 
beginning, cracks in Franco- 



American relations were apparent. 
As Bush began to speak of a war 
on terror - "a new kind of war," 
he called it - Chirac expressed 
reservations. "I don't know wheth- 
er we should use the word 'war,'" 
he cautioned. 

Over the next year and a half, 
semantic disagreements gave way 
to open conflict as France waged a 
vigorous campaign of obstruction 
and harassment against the 
United States and its war on 
terror. As the Bush administration 
set out to take preventative action 
against the tyrants, organizations, 
and foot soldiers who had already 
murdered thousands and were 
busy plotting future attacks, 
France was generous with aid and 
information. But when the United 
States decided to end the outlaw 
regime of Saddam Hussein in Iraq 
as well, Chirac and his govern- 
ment did everything in their 
power to thwart American efforts. 

Not content with simply voicing 
their opposition, the French 
actively fought the Americans at 
every turn. They delivered conde- 
scending lectures on the arro- 
gance of the United States and the 
sanctity of Iraqi sovereignty. They 
insisted that the Bush administra- 
tion proceed only with the ap- 
proval of the United Nations - and 
then threatened to use their veto 
power on the Security Council to 
block effective military action. 
They went so far as to form a new 
political axis with Germany and 



Russia and tried to rally the world 
against the American resolve. 
They insulted and bullied coun- 
tries that chose to defy Paris and 
support the United States. They 
publicly declared the nations of 
Africa to be opposed to an inva- 
sion of Iraq, though their claims 
were based on pledges that had 
not in fact been made. In a 
provocative and totally unprec- 
edented move, they endangered a 
cornerstone of Western security 
by attempting to block a request 
from fellow NATO member Turkey 
for defensive military equipment 
to be used in the event of an Iraqi 
attack. France's entire foreign 
policy seemed driven by belliger- 
ence toward the United States. 

Although millions of Americans 
found the behavior of the French 
exasperating, many initially 
responded in a characteristically 
American way: with humor. Every 
evening seemed to bring a new 
late-night laugh. "I don't know 
why people are surprised that 
France won't help us get Saddam 
out of Iraq," joked Jay Leno. "After 
all, France wouldn't help us get 
the Germans out of France." Even 
politicians joined in: "Do you 
know how many Frenchmen it 
takes to defend Paris?" quipped 
Congressman Roy Blunt of Mis- 
souri. "It's not known. It's never 
been tried." Jokes were a way for 
Americans to express their frustra- 
tion with the behavior of a coun- 
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try they considered a friend. 

As the quarrel intensified, 
however, American feelings 
toward the French shifted 
from bemusement to betray- 
al. From a cafeteria in 
Congress to diners and 
eateries across the country, 
French fries were trans- 
formed into "freedom fries." 
Restaurant owners poured 
bottles of French wine down 
drains and promised to stock 
only American vintages or 
those from countries that 
supported the war on terror. 
On the popular television 
program "The O'Reilly Factor," 
host Bill O'Reilly launched a 
nationwide and much-publicized 
appeal to boycott French products. 
Internet sites posted long lists of 
brand-name items owned by 
French companies: Bic, Evian, 
Michelin, Perrier, and Yoplait. The 
U.S. presence at the renowned 
defense-industry confab, the Paris 
Air Show, was really more like an 
absence (as a French deconstruc- 
tionist might say) . The economic 
impact was immediate. French 
wine exports to the United States 
dropped like guillotines during the 
Reign of Terror. American tourists 
avoided France, where government 
officials calculated losses in the 
billions. Before the terrorist 
attacks of 2001, 77 percent of 
Americans held a favorable 
opinion of France and a mere 
17 percent held an unfavorable 
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one. In March 2003, on the eve of 
the invasion of Iraq, these feelings 
were reversed. Only 34 percent of 
Americans saw France in a 
positive light, while 64 percent 
viewed it negatively. 

In the United States, earnest pun- 
dits lamented the rift between the 
two countries. "Franco-American 
friendship goes back a long way," 
warned Kevin Phillips on National 
Public Radio. If the bitterness 
continued, it might erase a cher- 
ished legacy of goodwill and 
harmony. "We run the risk of 
losing this long friendship, a 
history built up over time and 
adversity," wrote Josephine 
Humphreys in the New York Times. 
"Do we really want a divorce?" 

Such sentiments assume, of 
course, that there had been a 
marriage in the first place - a 
marriage allegedly consummated 



when France rushed to the 
aid of desperate American 
colonists during their War 
of Independence. That's 
where the oft-told story of 
Franco-American friendship 
usually begins, with 
tributes to the valor and 
idealism of the Marquis de 
Lafayette, the gallant 
aristocrat who offered his 
services to General Wash- 
ington and the American 
cause. Within a few years of 
his arrival, the French 
provided decisive naval 
support at the battle of 
Yorktown, securing American 
liberty. Next comes the Louisiana 
Purchase of 1803, commonly 
understood as a benign transaction 
in which Napoleon generously sold 
vast tracts of North American real 
estate at rock-bottom prices to his 
friend Thomas Jefferson. In the 
decades to follow, the French 
aristocrat Alexis de Tocqueville 
toured the United States and gazed 
in wonder at its political achieve- 
ments, leaving the impression that 
it was the French who had discov- 
ered the genius of American 
democracy. Later in the century, 
France made a gift of the Statue of 
Liberty to its sister republic and 
became America's tutor in the 
ways of art and culture. In the 
twentieth century, American 
doughboys fought in the trenches 
beside French troops in the First 
World War and symbolically 
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repaid America's debt to Lafayette 
and his country. A generation later, 
GIs valiantly stormed the beaches 
of Normandy, liberated freedom- 
loving France from the Nazis, and, 
as their reward, enjoyed the 
gratitude of comely French maid- 
ens. During the Cold War, the 
United States and France stood 
shoulder to shoulder as they stared 
down the Soviet menace. And in 
the early 1990s, when Saddam 
Hussein invaded Kuwait, the 
French once again went bravely 
into battle alongside their Ameri- 
can cousins. 

Isn't that how the story goes? 
Deep down, underneath their 
berets and black turtlenecks, don't 
the French really love us? 

An contraire. This familiar and 
comforting narrative can be found 
in our history books. French 
politicians eager to advance their 
country's interests have nurtured 
it. American statesmen have been 
seduced by its charms. Yet this 
feature of our popular imagina- 
tion is in fact a figment of our 
imagination. The tale of Franco- 
American harmony is a long- 
standing and pernicious myth. 
The French attitude toward the 
United States consistently has 
been one of cultural suspicion and 
dislike, bordering at times on raw 
hatred, as well as diplomatic 
friction that occasionally has 
erupted into violent hostility. 
France is not America's oldest ally, 
but its oldest enemy. 

The true story of Franco- 
American relations begins many 
years before the American Revolu- 
tion, during the French and 
Indian Wars. Lasting nearly a 
century, these conflicts pitted the 
French and their Indian comrades 
against seventeenth- and eigh- 
teenth-century American colo- 
nists. French military officers 
used massacres as weapons of 
imperial terror against the hardy 
men, women, and children who 
settled on the frontier. At the age 



of twenty-two, George Washing- 
ton nearly fell victim to one of 
these brutal onslaughts and was 
reviled in France as a murderous 
villain for many years (an opinion 
sustained by French propaganda 
and reversed only when the Amer- 
ican Revolution made it politically 
necessary). Amid this tumult, the 
first articulations of a recogniz- 
ably American national conscious- 
ness came into being. Indeed, 
America's first authentic sense of 
self was born not in a revolt 
against Britain, but in a struggle 
with France. 

Although the French provided 
American colonial rebels with 
crucial assistance during their bid 
for independence, direct French 
military intervention came only 
after the Americans had achieved 
a decisive victory on their own at 
Saratoga. The French crown 
regarded the principles of the 
Declaration of Independence as 
abhorrent and frightening. French 
aristocrats viewed Lafayette with 
contempt and branded him a 
criminal for traveling to America 
against King Louis XVI's explicit 
command. The king and his 
government overcame their 
revulsion to the young republic 
only because they sniffed an 
opportunity to weaken their 
ancient rival Britain. To be sure, 
France did become an ally to the 
colonists for a few years in the late 
1770s and early 1780s when 
American sovereignty served 
French geopolitical aims. But then 
the French believed that double- 
dealing against their erstwhile 
friends after Yorktown served their 
interests as well. During the peace 
talks, France sought to limit 
American gains because it feared 
the new nation might become too 
powerful. If the French had 
achieved all of their objectives in 
the Treaty of Paris in 1783, the 
United States today might be 
confined to a slender band of 
territory along the eastern sea- 



board, like a North American 
version of Chile. 

In 1998, French defense minister 
Alain Richard declared that 
"France and the United States 
never fought each other." This is 
manifestly untrue. Within a 
generation of Yorktown, French 
and American forces were ex- 
changing deadly fire during the 
little-known Quasi-War of 1798- 
1800 - during which France 
earned the dubious distinction of 
becoming the first military enemy 
of the United States following the 
ratification of the Constitution. 
Shortly before these hostilities, 
France supplied the United States 
with its first foreign subversive: 
French ambassador Edmond 
Charles Genet, better known as 
"Citizen Genet." In 1796, a Genet 
successor, Pierre Adet, meddled in 
the presidential election in a 
desperate but failed attempt to 
prevent John Adams from becom- 
ing commander-in-chief. 

During the Napoleonic era, 
France posed a constant threat to 
the United States and its westward 
expansion. Napoleon himself 
longed to invade North America 
with a powerful army. He agreed 
to sell the Louisiana Territory only 
after suffering a military disaster 
in the Caribbean and hearing 
threats of war from Thomas 
Jefferson. The War of 1812 was 
very nearly fought against France 
rather than Britain, and the 
Monroe Doctrine was written 
with France clearly in mind. In 
the 1830s, Andrew Jackson came 
close to declaring war on France 
for its persistent refusal to make 
good on promised reparations for 
French naval crimes during 
Napoleon's reign. During the Civil 
War, Napoleon III supported 
secession and became responsible 
for the first major transgression of 
the Monroe Doctrine. General 
Ulysses S. Grant believed France 
had committed "a direct act of 
war" against the United States. 
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In 1922, a small watchmaker in 
Switzerland designed the first automatic 
watch to display the day, month and 
date. Only 7 of these magnificent time- 
pieces were ever made and this watch was 
almost lost to history. Today, they are so rare 
that our watch historians are willing to bid 
$300,000 for an original in mint condition. 

These watches were among the most 
stylish of the roaring 20's. The Stauer watch 
design that you see here has the antique 
color, the vintage style and the innovative 
functions of the original that we have seen 
in a Swiss museum. Even the Breguet™ style 
hands are designed from the original. 
The owner of this legendary multi-func- 
tional watch is sure to look distinguished 
and set apart from the crowd. This Stauer 
watch is a limited edition, allowing you to 



wear a watch far more exclusive than many 
luxury brands. 

The watch has a 24-jewel mechanical 
movement, the kind desired by fine antique 
watch collectors. We have updated this 
movement with an automatic rotor thus the 
watch never needs to be manually wound. 
The watch comes in a beautiful crocodile 
embossed case with a free second band. 

This is a chance to claim a piece of watch- 
making history in an elegant design that is 
still priced to wear every day. This offer is 
being made directly to you so you can add 
this watch to your collection at a very 
affordable price. The watch comes with a 
30-day no questions asked money-back 
guarantee. If you're not completely satisfied, 
simply return it for a full refund of the 
purchase price. 



Now available for the 
first time under $100 

Not Available in Stores 

Call now to take advantage of this 
limited offer. 

Stauer 1922 

5 Payments of $19. 75+S&H 

800-859-6584 

Promotional Code SNN630-12 

Please mention this when you call. 
To order by mail, please call for details. 



NEXTTEN 

products for your next ten years. 

14101 Southcross Drive W., Dept. SNN630-12 
Burnsville, Minnesota 55337 



For fastest service, call toll-free 24 hours a day 800-859'6584 ^3 | 

Learn more about the history of this 1922 classic at www.Nextten.com 



In the twentieth century, France 
welcomed American help to end 
the First World War. During the 
subsequent peace negotiations, 
however, the French fought the 
United States over how to treat the 
vanquished Germans and con- 
ceive a postwar world. By reject- 
ing the advice of Woodrow Wilson 
and insisting on crippling and 
humiliating reparations, France 
fatally undermined the fledgling 
German democracy and planted 
many of the seeds of the Second 
World War - a conflict for which 
the French required another 
American rescue. Before that 
liberation could occur, however, 
American troops landing in North 
Africa in 1942 encountered stiff 
resistance from the soldiers of 
Vichy France. The GIs literally had 
to fight their way through the 
French to get to the Nazis. 

During the Cold War, French 
misrule in its Southeast Asian 
colonies made Ho Chi Minh's 
Communist movement possible 
and set the stage for an American 
debacle. Indeed, if the French had 
followed the advice of Franklin 
Roosevelt and granted Vietnam its 
independence after World War II, 
the Vietnam War might not have 
been necessary, and today Viet- 
nam might be a prospering 
democracy like South Korea. 

Under the leadership of Presi- 
dent Charles de Gaulle, France 
became the source of strife within 
the Western alliance as it under- 
mined NATO and downplayed the 
Soviet threat - and even refused to 
rule out aiming its own nuclear 
missiles at the United States. In 
1986, when the United States 
obtained positive proof that Libyan 
strongman Muammar Qaddafi was 
behind a fatal terrorist bombing in 
Berlin, the French rejected Ameri- 
can requests to let U.S. warplanes 
fly through their airspace on a 
mission to retaliate against a 
sinister forerunner of Osama bin 
Laden and Saddam Hussein. 



Cafe) 

"We are at war with America," 
declared Frangois Mitterand 
shortly before his death in 1996. 
"A permanent war ... a war 
without death. They are very 
hard, the Americans - they are 
voracious. They want undivided 
power over the world." Indeed, 
anti-Americanism has deep roots 
in France, especially among its 
political and intellectual elites. 
Fueled by an abiding belief in 
French superiority, this attitude at 
times has assumed odd shapes: As 
a diplomat in Paris in the 1780s, 
Thomas Jefferson tried to dis- 
abuse French thinkers of their 
strange insistence that North 
American animals were smaller 
and weaker than those native to 
Europe. More often, however, the 
French have sought to contrast 
their Old World refinements with 
what they have regarded as New 
World vulgarities. As French 
prime minister Georges Clem- 
enceau put it, "America is the only 
nation in history which miracu- 
lously has gone directly from 
barbarism to degeneration without 
the usual interval of civilization." 

Yet the French have been victims 
of their own illusion: a mirage of 
grandeur and entitlement based on 
the belief that because France was 
once a powerful nation, it should 
always be a powerful nation. Time 
and again in the last two centu- 
ries, France has refused to come to 
grips with its diminished status as 
a country whose greatest general 
was a foreigner, whose greatest 
warrior was a teenage girl, and 
whose last great military victory 
came on the plains of Wagram in 
1809. Instead, it projects a politics 
of chauvinism and resentment - 
with much of its animus aimed at 
the United States, a nation whose 
rise to prominence in global affairs 
presents almost a mirror image of 
French decline. 

Throughout the recent differ- 
ences over Iraq, the French have 



continued the charade of pretend- 
ing that they are America's best 
friend - "its ally forever," as 
Chirac said in the wake of Septem- 
ber 11. But true friends and allies 
of the United States do not behave 
the way the French did. Despite 
the British public's misgivings 
about the wisdom of invading 
Iraq, Prime Minister Tony Blair 
acted with a solid appreciation of 
America's positive role in the 
world and a firm understanding of 
common values and mutual 
interests. Where Britain has 
transformed itself from an old 
enemy into a true ally, France has 
failed to do the same. Perhaps this 
is simply a reflection of French 
political experience. Historically 
dominated by a pendulum swing- 
ing between the extremes of right 
and left - the very concepts of 
"Right" and "Left" come from the 
French Revolution - modern 
France simply has not developed a 
sufficiently deep foundation in 
liberal democracy that would lead 
it to believe, along with the United 
States and Britain, that a success- 
ful foreign policy can be based on 
common ideals. The hypernation- 
alist French continue to jockey for 
global supremacy much as they 
did three hundred years ago. And 
while it is no sin for a government 
to pursue a foreign policy of 
national interest - all nations owe 
this to their citizens - the French 
have failed to realize that the 
United States does not pose and, in 
fact, never has posed a threat to 
their country. In the words of the 
French novelist and critic Al- 
phonse Karr: Plus ga change, plus 
c'est la meme chose. The more 
things change, the more they stay 
the same. || 

John J. Miller is a political reporter 
for National Review. Mark J. 
Molesky is an assistant professor of 
history at Seton Hall University. 

Article design: Holly K. Soria 
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HOMNG SHADE 
GROWS ROOMGH 



and keeps on skyrocketing 30— 40—' 
even 50 feet high. OR MORE. TURNS | 
A BARE LOT INTO A SHADED, 
FLOWERING MINI-ESTATE' IN JUST 
ONE SINGLE SEASON! 




Grows More In One Month Than 
Other Shade Trees Grow In An Entire Year- 
More In Just One Season Than Others 
Grow In Two Years, 3 Years or Even 5 Years! 



The " Royal Paulo wnia" a magnificent 
flowering shade tree that GROWS SO FAST- 
ARCHES OUT SO WIDE— you can take a ruler 
and measure the incredible difference in height 
every 2 or 3 days! It's like growing "instant 
shade ". Wait 'til you see the spectacular 
show when it starts to flower. Actually 
smothers itself in lavish masses of bouquets of 
breath-taking lavender-blue blooms. 

GROWS IN VIRTUALLY ANY SOIL REQUIRES 
NO SPECIAL CARE— HARDY TO -30° BELOW 

Best of all it's practically work-free. Simply plant it, 
water it, enjoy it. Just a sprinkle a week sends it soaring 
from a sapling to a roof high tree IN JUST ONE YEAR! — turns 
even the barest spot into a shaded showplace of beauty. BUT 
SUPPLIES ARE STILL EXTREMELY SHORT— SO ACT NOW! 




Gardeners' Choice, Dept. EMPT-6001 
81961 County Road 687 South 
P.O.Box 8005, Hartford, MI 49057-8005 

Please send me the Royal Paulownia Trees I have 
ordered below on your money back guarantee (less p&h). 

□ 1 Tree Only $4.98 □ 6 Trees Only $17.98 

□ 2 Trees Only $7.98 □ 10 Trees Only $24.98 

□ 3 Trees Only $9.98 □ 20 Trees Only $45.98 

Add $3.50 shipping plus $.99 for safe 
delivery no matter how many you order 
CT, MI, NY Residents add sales tax. 

Enclosed is $ check or money order. 

Or Charge it: □ MasterCard □ Visa QAmex □ Disc 
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POUTICALLY ESSENTIAL! 




The amorphous 'Weblog' oozes to prominence in the theater of US. media. 



BY DENNIS MCCAFFERTY 

They're lawyers, mechanical 
engineers, retired military offi- 
cers, marketing executives and 
college students. No particular 
vocational background is required 
to blog. No license is necessary. 
Just log on and present your 
worldview to the masses. 

Should bloggers be taken 
seriously? These days, there's no 
other choice. Blogging, short for 
"Web logging," has emerged as a 
major influence on world events, 
scandals and, of course, politics. 
In 2004, blogs, for the first time, 
played a prominent role on the 
presidential candidates' official 
Web sites. Blogs enabled cam- 
paigns to raise millions in fund- 
ing. At least one prominent 
blogger now consults with office- 
seekers on Web-based election 



strategies. What's next? A promi- 
nent blogger sitting in the host's 
chair for a network Sunday 
morning talk show - or running a 
national political campaign? 
Don't be surprised. Possibilities 
are unlimited. 

Fueling the Media. It all started 
so humbly. Blogging began as a 
logical extension of the personal 
home pages that popped up on the 
Web in the 1990s. At first, they 
were like diaries, commenting 
upon the typically mundane 
minutiae of one's day, mixed with 
a bit of commentary about events. 
Then blogger Matt Drudge broke 
major news by introducing the 
world to an intern named Monica 
Lewinsky. Bloggers soon discov- 
ered their voices could be heard 



when it came to offering their 
perspectives on the affair. Then 
came the disputed presidential 
election of 2000, 9/11, the war in 
Iraq and other events. Where 
there's sizzle, there's blogging - 
blogs are credited with fueling the 
mainstream media scrutiny of 
CBS anchor Dan Rather after he 
broadcast a news report involving 
falsified documents. Generally, 
conservative bloggers have an 
edge when it comes to national 
profile, but there's plenty of 
dishing out from both sides: Bush, 
Kerry, the Clintons, former New 
York Times top editor Howell 
Raines, conservative commentator 
Rush Limbaugh and liberal icon 
Michael Moore - everybody who's 
anybody gets a good cyberwhack- 
ing when it comes to blogs. 
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Weblog demographics 



Today, blogging is widely 
accepted as part of the public 
discussion, ever approaching 
mainstream. Enter the word "blog" 
into a search engine, and you'll get 
no fewer than 63,500,000 matches. 
You may be surprised that many of 
these bloggers consider themselves 
as typical, decent people who just 
happen to have a perspective 
they'd like to share. Of course, 
unlike the water cooler, the Web is 
where they share it - for a gazil- 
lion people to read. Somehow that 
transforms the image of ordinary 
guy with blog to something akin 
to the Renegade Rebel of Cyber- 
space. Take someone like Chad 
Evans, an otherwise "normal" 
public-relations guy who started 
his InTheBullpen.com blog as a 
way to sharpen his writing skills. 
Then he started addressing 
terrorism issues, and, before long, 
his writing received notice from 
media outlets such as Reuters and 
MSNBC. Suddenly, his image 
changed. "From time to time, I get 
the occasional jihadist who 
informs me that they would gladly 
cut my head off," Evans says. 
"Other than that, the label of 
'digital brownshirt,' a term made 
popular by Al Gore, has been used 
to describe me. And I've been 
referred to as 'Citizen Trash.'" 

That just comes with the turf. 
Evans determined to persevere. 
"The events of 9/11 have given rise 
to news junkies, as I am one of 
them," he says. "There are many 
interesting stories often buried on 
the back pages or given in a short 
briefing on television. A blog serves 
as a sounding board that the 
traditional media does not offer. 
Yes, there are editorials in the 
traditional media, but only a few 
are selected to print, whereas all 
opinions are 'printed' with blogs." 

Crossover Ops. All of this brings to 
mind a funny - and ironically 
forward-thinking - remark made 
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Household Income Gender 



by journalist Jesse Oxfeld. He 
attended Stanford University in 
1997 and found himself sought by 
the national media as the local 
expert on fellow student Chelsea 
Clinton. When asked about his 
life's ambition, Oxfeld remarked 
that he wanted to be a pundit but 
didn't know "where to find an 
entry-level job." Now the Jesse 
Oxfelds of the world are having 
their day, and, clearly, the lines 
between blogger, news reporter 
and commentator are getting 
blurred. Conservative Andrew 
Sullivan, a top editor for The New 
Republic before starting his blog, 
remains a distinguished writer in 
national demand. Drudge has had 
a show on Fox News Channel and 
does talk radio as well. Ana Marie 
Cox - who pens the vastly popular, 
smartly scathing Washington- 
focused blog Wonkette.com - 
covered the national conventions - 
albeit, for MTV as opposed to CNN. 

Lower-key bloggers are finding 
similar crossover opportunities. 
Mike Reed of Corpus Christi, Texas 
- a.k.a. "Bunker Mulligan" - is 
now a regular on a local morning 
talk show. "The strangest thing," 
says Reed, a retired "Mustang" Air 
Force captain, "is that some of my 
more controversial positions don't 
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JupiterResearch, Jupitermedia Corp. 

generate any comments at all." 
Blogger Chris Elliott, a consumer- 
travel advocate, is a regular 
contributor to National Geographic 
Traveler as well as a guest on 
National Public Radio. Elliott even 
created a blog for his son, Aren, on 
the day he was born. That blog has 
received praise and attention from 
the London Independent and the 
American Journalism Review. A 
Brazilian journalism site has 
deemed it as "globally notable." 
Keep in mind that Aren is all of 2 
years old. Perhaps he'll be com- 
menting on "Crossfire" before he's 
out of diapers. 

Is all of this so revolutionary? 
Hardly so, many experts say. At 
its heart, blogging is not far 
removed from the newsletter/pam- 
phleteer movement of the 20th 
century, which gave way to direct- 
mail campaigns, which paved the 
road for talk radio and niche cable 
outlets. "At each step, alternative 
media has put more power in the 
hands of more people to commu- 
nicate news, issues and messag- 
es," says Richard A. Viguerie, 
author of "America's Right Turn: 
How Conservatives Used New and 
Alternative Media to Take Power." 
Viguerie, chairman of Manassas, 
Va., -based American Target 
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Advertising Inc., pioneered the 
concept of political direct mail in 
the 1960s and helped build the 
conservative movement that 
elected Ronald Reagan in 1980. 
"Blogging is simply an extension 
of the media revolution that's 
been going on for decades." 

"The bottom line is that blog- 
gers represent a democratization 
of the news media," American 
University journalism professor 
W. Joseph Campbell, author of 
"Yellow Journalism: Puncturing 
the Myths, Defining the Legacies" 
said. "The more voices the better. 
A diversity of opinion and a range 
of choice are what's important, 
and bloggers definitely warrant 
receiving convention credentials. 
The extent to which bloggers 
consider themselves journalists 
remains unclear. But I see nothing 
wrong with calling them journal- 
ists. Blogs, in a sense, are rather 
like small-scale newspapers." 

Not all media academics, how- 
ever, remain convinced. Blogging 
is an amusing sideshow, they say, 
but hardly the main event when it 
comes to dispensing news. "Blog- 
gers have become the new public 
raconteurs," says Alex Halavais, an 
assistant professor of communica- 
tion at the University of Buffalo 
who has studied how blogging is 
changing our culture. "I actually 
think bloggers and journalists can 



America's top blogs 

lnstapundit.com: A top right-leaning site by Glenn Reynolds, a law 
professor at the University of Tennessee, who is known to post his 
musings while watching over his daughter in the play room. "There are a 
lot of wasted 5-minute intervals in most people's days," Reynolds 
explains on his blog. "I've managed to put more of mine to work." 

AndrewSullivan.com: Andrew Sullivan, a former New Republic editor, 
is a gay conservative who isn't afraid to chastise the GOP. 

DailyKOS.com: On the side of the Dems, Markos Moulitsas Zuniga of 
DailyKos.com was invited to accompany presidential candidate Howard 
Dean on the stump and has been hired as a political Web consultant. 

TalkingPointsMemo.com: Josh Marshall's site is left-leaning as well, 
and he's even raised money on the site to support his reporting trips to 
the campaign trail. 

DrudgeReport.com: Matt Drudge's groundbreaking site more often 
resembles a police blotter than a vehicle for discourse. More machine 
gun than fountain pen, his site is entertaining and, of course, breaks 
news. Or becomes news. Or both. 

RealClearPolitics.com: Run by John Mclntyre and Tom Bevan, the 
conservative-bent blog is considered a must-read among many 
journalism powers, such as Paul Gigot, editorial page editor of The Wall 
Street Journal and Fred Barnes, executive editor of The Weekly Standard. 

Powerlineblog.com: Launched by a trio of lawyers, Powerline is 
considered one of the more prominent and thoughtful blogs on the 
Internet. It's considered centrist-conservative. 



learn from each other, but the two 
should not be equated." 

Which doesn't mean Halavais is 
dismissing blogs outright, mind 
you. After all, those who do 
sometimes end up on the wrong 
side of a blog-bashing. "Blogging, 
at its best, can be a hugely distrib- 
uted conversation," Halavais says. 
"Aristotle suggested that democ- 
racy was limited by the length that 



-DM. 

the voice of a Stentor carried. 
Blogging extends that voice." || 

Dennis McCafferty is a Washing- 
ton-based writer who lives in 
Herndon, Va., with his wife, Laura, 
and son, Ryan, 6. At this moment, 
Dennis is not writing a blog. But 
he's not too sure about Ryan. 

Article design: King Doxsee 



Are bloggers liable for libel? 



The Ninth Circuit Court of Appeals ruled in 2003 
that Internet bloggers can't be held responsible for 
libel for information they republish. The e-ruling 
expands First Amendment protections by effec- 
tively differentiating conventional news media - 
which can be sued relatively easily for libel - from 
certain forms of online communication. One 
implication is bloggers cannot be sued as easily. 

The court based its decision on a section of the 
1996 Communications Decency Act, or CDA. The 
CDA protects online publishers from liability for 
defamatory statements made on their sites by 



others. But bloggers can be sued for defamatory 
statements they post on any site. 

If a statement is defamatory, the writer/poster 
potentially would be liable, but not the blogger 
(i.e., publisher of the Web site). That is, unless the 
writer also is the blogger. 

Legal standards vary from state to state. Gener- 
ally, however, liability requires that a statement 
made of, or about, the potential plaintiff be proven 
not only as false but also as causing injury. 

Sources: Wired News, Wired.com, and 
Online Journalism Review, Ojr.org 
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Be Among The First To Own 
The New Issue 2005 Gold American Eagles! 



The new 2005 "first strike" Gold American Eagles 
have been released. Less than 1/1 0th of 1% of 
the U.S. population will have an opportunity to own 
these coins and we anticipate an overwhelming 
demand. Why? Because the new dies used to stamp 
the coins leave the sharpest detail possible... resulting 
in stunningly beautiful coins. 

Your 100% satisfaction is guaranteed 

"Breathtaking," "stunning," "impressive"... these 
are just a few of the ways our customers have 
described the "first strike" coins from previous years. 
We know though that "seeing is believing." You have 
to actually hold these coins in your hands to fully 
appreciate their incredible beauty. For that reason we 



offer you a 10- day in-home inspection period. If you 
are not happy with your coins for any reason call us 
for an authorized return number within 10 days. 
Upon receipt of your coins, we will issue a prompt 
100% refund. 

"First Strikes'' available for limited time 

Coins designated as "first strike" won't be 
available for long. For a limited time you can order 
the $5 coin for $54.00 each and the $10 coin for 
$139.00 each... an incredible offer considering these 
are genuine U.S. legal tender and are the purest gold 
coins ever issued by the U.S. Mint. 

Any increase in the price of gold could force us to 
withdraw this offer... Order Nowl 



'Your quality is the best yet... " "I'm a 200% satisfied customer" 

-JoeV.,AK. -GaryS.,N.C. 




(800) 323-5055 



8725 Eastex Freeway • Beaumont, TX 77708 



"Wow, the coins are beautiful and will be 
a wonderful inheritance from Grandma. 
Thank you." 

- Betty C, VA. 
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60TH ANNIVERSARY 
THE BATTLE FOR IWO JIMA REMEMBERED 



A definitive moment 




In 36 days of fighting in the 
late winter of 1945, more 
than 25,000 U.S. casualties 
were recorded - one in 
three - in the battle for 
Iwo Jima. More than 
6,800 Americans were 
killed. Aside from 212 who 
surrendered, all of 
the approximately 
22,000 Japanese soldiers on 
the island were killed in one 
of America's most critical 
victories in the Pacific 
theater during World War II. 

LEFT: Observers pinpoint 
the location of an enemy 
machine gun nest on Iwo 
Jima in February 1945. 

National Archives 



Uncommon valor, common virtue 



As the first assault waves hit the beach, the ghost 
island began to spit flame, mortar shells and 
shrapnel at the crawling lines of Marines. Most of it 
came not from towering Suribachi but from the 
broken plateau on the north. The Fourth Division 
had a desperate time as the hillside 
above the Yellow and Blue beaches was 
raked by continuous crossfire. Hidden 
enemy guns knocked out many tanks 
and landing vehicles as they attempted 
to climb the slope of loose volcanic 
sand. Jap spotters waited until an 
ammunition dump had been built up 
behind Blue Beach, then pumped shells 
in and blew it up. They watched for any concentra- 
tion of men or vehicles and tore them apart with 
accurately placed mortar fire. They hit groups of four 
carrying stretchers; they knocked out single jeeps as 
they scuttled off LSMs across the beach. 

Along the broken face of cliffs to the seaward, the 
Japs had burrowed into caves and built concrete 
chambers, tunnels and gun platforms. All the guns 
overlooked the beach and for weeks enemy gunners 
had scored them accurately on the target area. 

We finally dug into those caves and buried block- 
houses and burned them out with flamethrowers. We 
finally put out the eyes of the enemy artillery by 
capturing observation posts at Minimi weather station 
and other points, but it was a long, costly job and 



"This victory was not 
accomplished by one service, 

but as a brotherhood of 
aii services - a brotherhood 
forged in the holocaust of battle/' 

- It. Gen. Holland M. Smith, 
commanding officer of Marine amphibious 
forces in the battle for Iwo Jima, 
Feb. 19 to March 16, 1945 



meanwhile the beach was continuously under fire. 

The extent and toughness of the underground 
defense network may be gauged by the fact that after 
Suribachi had been captured and the operation 
reduced to a single front, it required 22 days of the 
bloodiest, bitterest fighting 
by three Marine divisions to 
secure the island. 

The white crosses in the 
cemeteries of the Third, 
Fourth and Fifth Marines 
were the only touch of color 
in the wilderness of brown 
rock as the Stars and Stripes 
went up officially on March 14, marking the complete 
conquest of the island. The famous raising of Old 
Glory on Suribachi really ushered in more than three 
weeks of desperate fighting. 

Bulldozers of the Seabees had flattened Japanese 
pillboxes and gun emplacements to make a few acres 
of level ground north of the place where the procla- 
mation was read and there the cemeteries containing 
the gallant dead are laid out. Truly they died for the 
rest of us Americans and for free men everywhere, 
and the sacrifice they made will not be forgotten. || 

Condensed from the article "Bloody, Bitter Iwo - 
Ours" by Emmett Crozier, The American Legion 
Magazine, June 1945. 
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IMAGINE! AN ENTIRE TOMATO FARM ON ONE SINGLE TREE! 





UUIIH W 

TOMATOES 

FROM ONE 
SINGLE PLAN 



TOMATO VARIETY: GIANT TREE 



Tree 
Tomato 



Zooms To An Amazing 
8' Tall In Just 3 Months 



NO RISK GUARANTEE 



Order without risk. Your satisfaction is guaranteed. If not completely 
happy, just write us for a refund (less postage and handling), replacement 
or credit on next order whichever you prefer. 



FOR VALUABLE GARDENING TIPS VISIT US AT: 

www.gardenerschoice.net 



LOWEST 

[anywhere 




Amazing Super-Species Looks Like A Fruit 
Tree — Produces Bushels of 
Tomato Clusters Summer to Fall 

Basket after basket of juicy mouthwatering beauties up to 2 pounds 
each ... so delicious, so succulent, just one sliced up tree tomato covers 
an entire slice of bread! A super-growing tree that z-o-o-m-s high as a 
man IN jUST 3 MONTHS! A New Crop Of 'Farm-Fresh' Tomatoes 
Each Week —Yours To Feast On For About A Penny A Piece! 
A living tomato factory so desperate to produce that for every 
tomato you pick one week, two more seem to jump forth 
to take its place. Grow In Yard As A Garden Wonder...Or 
As A Patio Showpiece! Non-Stop Fruit All Season Long! 
We ship them already in their own pre-treated, 
pre-sown, pre-fed nurseryman's starter pots. 
Guaranteed to grow or money back! (less p&h) 
Supplies Are Limited — Make Sure You Do Not 
Miss Out — ACT NOW! 



For Order Inquiries 

Call:(269)621-2481 

Gardeners' Choice, Dept. GTBT-6001 

81961 County Road 687 South 

P.O. Box 8005, Hartford, Ml 49057-8005 

Please send me the Giant Tree Tomatoes ordered 
below on your money-back guarantee (less p&h). 

□ Two (2) Tree Tomatoes only $6.98 + 
$2.50 p&h. 

□ SAVE! Four (4) Tree Tomatoes only $10.98 + 
$3.00 p&h. 

□ SAVE MORE! Six (6) Tree Tomatoes only $14.98 + 
$3.50 p&h. 

□ BEST BUY! Eight (8) Tree Tomatoes only $18.98 + 
$4.00 p&h. 

CT, Ml, NY Res. add sales tax. 

Enclosed is $ check or money order 

Charge It: □ MasterCard □ Visa □ Amex □ Disc. 

Acct # Exp. Date 

Name 

Add ress 

City State Zip 



Daytime Phone_ 
Email Address 



under the radar 



Duty, honor, country 

In 2002, President Bush 
streamlined the naturalization 
process for immigrants serving 
in the U.S. Armed Forces. 
According to the American 
Forces Information Service, 
more than half of those eligible 
have requested expedited 
citizenship, and 8,000 have 
already become American citizens, about two 
dozen posthumously. 

Two of those posthumous citizens are Jose 
Garibay and Jose Gutierrez, both killed in the 
early phases of Operation Iraqi Freedom. Writing 
on the eve of a war that would end his short life, 
Garibay concluded, "I want to defend the country 




I plan to become a citizen of." 
Gutierrez said of the mission 
in Iraq. "It's my job. It's also 
my duty." 

According to the Pentagon, 
roughly 31,000 of the troops 
defending America are not yet 
U.S. citizens. They are immi- 
grants who, in a real sense, are 
fighting for their own freedom. 
These men and women represent a remarkable 
cohort of troops, as we were reminded on Veter- 
ans Day, when 80 Marines and sailors - hailing 
from 25 different countries as far away as Syria 
and as close to home as Canada - took the oath of 
citizenship in San Diego. 

- A.W.D. 




warNet 

The same people who 
created the revolution- 
ary network of comput- 
er networks known as 
the Internet are in the 
midst of opening an entire- 
ly new stretch of cyberspace, 
one devoted exclusively to war. 
This multibillion-dollar 
Pentagon project is 
officially known as the 
Global Information 
Grid, or GIG, and it 
promises to trans- 
form military 
operations in the 
decade ahead, the 
same way the 
Internet trans- 
formed commerce 
and communication 
in the 1990s. 

The idea behind GIG is 
to enable U.S. forces and 
commanders to share and access 
information on military threats, 
opportunities, options and needs 
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anywhere on earth. As The New 
York Times reported in a recent 
analysis, the result will be 
something like a "worldwide Web 
for wars," where deployed troops 
can log on to gain a "God's-eye 
view" of the battle space. This 
next generation of warfare will 

arm troops with the 
most important 
weapon of all - 
accurate 
information, 
delivered in 
real-time. 

But the 
God's-eye 
view 

carries a big 
pricetag: 
$24 billion to 
build the 
infrastructure of 
secure connections over 
the next five years, 
with another $25 
billion for new 
equipment to 
send and 
receive "GIG- 
net" data in 
the field, and 
billions more 
for encryption. 
Some estimates 
put the GIGnet's 
total cost at $200 
billion - a necessary 
investment in national 
defense in the "information age," 
according to key Pentagon propo- 
nents who told the Times the world 




stands at the threshold of "a new 
theory of war." 

The Pentagon consortium 
formed to build the GIGnet is 
itself a metaphor for the changing 
nature of national defense. Old 
mainstays like Boeing, Lockheed- 
Martin, General Dynamics, 
NorthrupGrumman, Raytheon 
and IBM are making room at the 
drawing board for information- 
age firms like Cisco, Microsoft, 
Oracle and Sun. 

Peace talks 

Peace is breaking out all over 
the world. According to the 
Stockholm International Peace 
Research Institute's 2004 Yearbook, 
just 19 major wars were waged in 
2003, compared to 33 in 1991. 

While nearly every continent is 
scarred by war, Asia bears the 
most scars, with eight distinct 
conflicts flaring. Even so, at 
20,000, the number of people 
killed in war annually has fallen 
to its lowest level since the end of 
World War II. 

Against the grisly backdrop of 
the past 80 years, this is good 
news. The loss of 20,000, while 
tragic, is a tiny fraction of the 
number devoured by war in recent 
decades, according to the Associ- 
ated Press. In fact, death tolls from 
wars in the 1990s ranged from 
40,000 to 100,000 annually. The 
highest post- World War II toll 
came in 1951, when 700,000 
people were killed in wars. 

- Alan W. Dowd 



SPLIT WOOD 

INDOORS 

with the Amazing DR® Electric - 
Powered Wood Splitter! 




6-Month 
RISK-FREE 
Trial! 



Transports easily — like a piece of airline 
luggage with wheels! 




So Why RISK 
"splitting wood 
(everi kindling) 
by hah§? h b 

\V 



"Before we bought the DR 
Woodsplitter we hired a gas- 
powered machine. To justify the 
cost of renting the machine we 
had to have 4 people operating it 
all day and split enough logs for a 
whole winter. Now, with your 
electric splitter, we can split plenty 
of wood whenever we have an 
hour or two to spare — a great 
improvement! Thanks." 

— CP. Hall, Coverside Farm, 
Cornersville, TN 




• ELECTRIC POWER means no 
loud noise or fumes, so you can 
split ANY Tl M E, even in a garage 
or basement — night or day, rain 
or shine! 

• POWERFUL 1500-watt electric 
(llOv) motor splits logs up to 
10" thick with 4 TONS of 
hydraulic pressure! 

• FITS ON A WORKBENCH 

allowing you to STAND UP while 
splitting wood! No more sore 
back from hunching over a big 
gas-powered splitter! 

• WHEEL IT AROUND like a piece 
of airline luggage (it weighs just 
over 100 lbs!). ..easily transports 
in a car trunk. 

• SAFER! Double safety switches 
keep your hands away from wedge 
and log.. .built-in guides hold the 
log in place. 



Call TOLL-FREE 

1:866-709-62787 

Please send full details of the Amazing Indoor/Outdoor DR ( 
Electric WOOD SPLITTER, including your 6 month free trial 
offer, low, factory-direct prices, and seasonal savings now in effect 

Name 

AML 

Address 

City 

E-mail 



. State . 



.Zip. 



COUNTRY HOME PRODUCTS®, Dept. 4991 2X 
Meigs Road, P.O. Box 25, Vergennes, VT 05491 

www.drwoodsplitter.com 



living well 



The smoking gun 

Cigarettes are a chief culprit in a disease 
that claims 160,000 victims annually 




BY DR. STEPHAN D. FIHN 

Although the war on cigarette 
smoking has raged for nearly four 
decades, millions of Americans 
continue to light up each day. The 
problem is especially 
common among veterans, 
who are twice as likely as 
non-veterans to be heavy 
smokers. The result? One in 
four veterans treated by VA 
has a smoking-related 
illness. 

Smoking causes many 
health problems, but 
perhaps the deadliest is 
lung cancer. The disease is 
the nation's leading cancer 
killer, claiming some 
160,000 lives each year. The 
American Lung Association 
says eight in 10 cases of 
lung cancer can be blamed 
on smoking. Other causes 
include air pollution and 
occupational exposure to 
asbestos. Notably, the risk 
related to these exposures is 
much higher in smokers. 



Diagnostic Strategies. Lung 
cancer has many possible 
symptoms, including 
shortness of breath; chronic 
cough, especially with 
blood in the sputum; 
recurring chest infections; 
weight loss; and chest pain. 

Since these symptoms 
can also signal other 
problems, extensive testing 
is needed before a definitive 
diagnosis can be made. In 
addition to a medical — 
history and physical exam, mdexstock 
doctors may order a chest 
X-ray or CT scan to examine the 
lungs. The doctor may also insert 
a thin tube called a bronchoscope 
through the patient's nose or 
mouth and down the throat, 
enabling the doctor to view the 




lungs and take a tissue sample. 

A new type of CT scan - low- 
radiation-dose spiral CT - can 
detect smaller tumors than can 
conventional imaging and may 
help improve treatment outcomes. 
Based on encouraging results 
from pilot studies, including 
one at the Denver VA Medical 
Center, the National Cancer 
Institute is conducting a trial 
to see if spiral CT can help 
reduce lung-cancer mortality. 
Nearly 50,000 current and 
former smokers are partici- 
pating in the research. 

Treatment Strategies. In 

nearly a third of lung-cancer 
cases, the disease has already 
spread outside the lungs 
when it is diagnosed. The 
extent of the tumor is one of 
many factors considered by 
doctors when advising 
patients about treatment. 

Also important is the type 
of lung cancer. Non-small- 
cell cancers - including 
squamous cell carcinoma, 
adenocarcinoma and large- 
cell carcinoma - account for 
about 80 percent of cases. 
Small-cell lung cancer, which 
spreads faster to other parts 
of the body, accounts for the 
remainder. 

In cases where a tumor has 
not spread to a wide area, 
surgery may be the best 
option. Interestingly, a recent 
VA study showed that many 
patients with lung disease 
mistakenly believe that 
surgery may actually cause a 
lung tumor to spread. VA 
researchers are now looking at 
ways to enhance patient education 
on this topic. 

Radiation and chemotherapy 
are also common treatments, 
either alone or in combination 
with each other, or with surgery. 



VA researchers are among those 
seeking better ways of giving 
these treatments to boost effec- 
tiveness and reduce side effects. 
For example, fractionated dose 
chemotherapy divides a more 
powerful dose into smaller doses 
given over several days. This 
exposes cancer cells to the drugs 
for longer periods of time while 
reducing unpleasant side effects 
often seen with larger doses. 

A newer form of treatment is 
photodynamic therapy, in which a 
special chemical is injected into 
the bloodstream. The chemical 
leaves normal cells quickly but 
remains in cancer cells. When a 
laser is aimed at the tumor, the 
chemical is activated and kills the 
cancer cells. 

A promising experimental 
treatment involves combining 
cancer-cell-killing drugs with 
hormone-like substances to target 
tumors with receptors - molecular 
"docking sites" - for those hor- 
mones. The result may be "smart" 
chemotherapy that zaps cancer 
cells with far fewer side effects. 
Among those in the forefront of 
this approach is Nobel Prize 
winner Dr. Andrew Schally of the 
New Orleans VA Medical Center. 

While methods to detect and 
treat lung cancer continue to 
improve, it is essential to remem- 
ber that the most important thing 
a patient can do is stop smoking. 
Over time, this will reduce the 
risk not only of lung cancer, but 
of heart disease, mouth and 
throat cancer, emphysema and 
other conditions. Smoking- 
cessation programs are effective 
and widely available. Doctors can 
prescribe medications that also 
can help. You can help loved ones 
by persuading them to quit. It is 
never too late to stop. 

Dr. Stephan D. Fihn is acting 
chief research and development 
officer for the Veterans Health 
Administration. 

Living Well is designed to provide 
general information. It is not 
intended to be, nor is it, medical 
advice. Readers should consult 
their personal physicians when 
they have health problems. 
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uritan's 



Buy Your Vitamins Direct From The Manufacturer 





Vitamins Direct To You For Over 40 Years 




IMMUNE 
HEALTH* 



ESTER C j I VITAMIN C 

with bioflavonoids with Rose Hips 
500 mg 1000 mg 

90 Tablets % \4rf9 100 Tablets 

m $ 4.49 mm $ 2.18 



M , jo 



JOINT 

HEALTH* 




GLUCOSAMINE 

500 mg 
\ 60 Capsules 

$1.79 



ODORLESS NONI 
GARLIC JUICE 

$ -6t95" 32oz - Bo,,le 



500 mg 
100 Softgels, 



2.08 



GLUCOSAMINE !±!!S* 
CHONDROITIN/MSM 9Sl A S 

Glucosamine Sulfate 500 mg CHONDROITIN 
Chondroitin Sulfate 400 mg Glucosamine 500 mg 
MSM166mg % %Kffi Chondroitin 400 mg $4^49 
60 Tablet s ^ a ^1 a 
IM.i-M ^4 "4 



60 Tablets *m ^yf\ 



CO Q-10 



ORGANIC 

FLAXSEED OIL 30m 9 

lOOOmg 50 Softgels 

60 Softgels $ -&49 r 



1.64 



LUTEIN 

20 mg 

30 Softgels 



$ 3.74 



mm ^4.49 



BILBERRY 

375 mg 

100 Capsules 

mm $ 2.99 



CRANBERRY EVENING 
140 mg PRIMROSE OIL 

+ VITAMIN C 500 mg so _J 
100 Softgels 



RED YEAST 
RICE 



MSM 

750 mg 

120 Capsules 

msa $ 4.79 



NATURAL 

E-COMPLEX 

Mftmn 400 LU - 



ECHINACEA 

400 mg 

100 Capsules 

2.09 



TRIPLE OMEGA 
3-6-9 

FLAX, FISH, BORAGE 

60 Softgels $17^? 

mm $ 539 



$ 4.10 



BETA 



*3.07 



LUTEIN & 



CHOLESTEROL FREE 

FISH OIL 

1200 mg 

100 Softgels $ J^99 



HEALTHY 



CAROTENE BILBERRY EYES 



100 Softgels*^ ^ j 60 Capsules /JTj 

EE3 EEZO $ 4.94 



100 Softgels $ -^99 r 

m *2.39 



SELENIUM 



200 meg 

SO Tablets 



$ 1.19 



CORAL 
CALCIUM 

500 mg s ta^oo 
60 Capsul es ftV^fj 

Emm 



CINNAMON 

500 mg 

100 Capsules 

$ ^ 

HEED 230 



30 Softgels $^^99. 



SAW 


GINKGO 


ALPHA 


Rirtljr'H Pr-.il«- 
AlANT 


PALMETTO 


BILOBA 


LIPOIC ACID 


VITAMIN 
SALE 


450 m 9 sxoe 

100 Capsules -rrT7 

imm $2.39 


60 mg $%S)& 
30 Tablets QQC 


S M$ 2!84 





ZINC 

50 mg 

100 Tablets 



$ 1.48 




DON'T WAIT! SHOP NOW @ www.puritansale.com 



4 EASY WAYS TO ORDER 
24 Hours, 7 Days A Week 



Call Toll Free 
1-800-645-1030 



TO ORDER BY MAIL SEND CHECK OR MONEY ORDER WITH YOUR NAME AND ADDRESS TO: 
PURITAN'S PRIDE Dept. EAL2KG 



1233 Montauk Highway, P.O. Box 9009 • Oakdale, N.Y. 1 1769-9009 
NAME 



ADDRESS 




APT* 


CITY 


STATE 


ZIP 


PHONE ( ) 


E-MAIL 



Please make check or money order (No COD's) payable to Puritan's Pride or 
Charge your Visa Q MasterCard Q Discover Q AmEX Q 

EXPIRES: / SIGNATURE: 



QTY. 


PROD. NO. 


PROD. NAME 


PRICE 


TOTAL 






























































Illinois Residents Add 1% Sales Tax 




Shipping 


+2.95 


TOTAL AMOUNT ENCLOSED 





LIMIT 4 PIECES PER PRODUCT • NEW CUSTOMERS ONLY • OFFER ENDS APRIL 30, 2005 



Order By Fax 
1-631-471-5693 

Mail In Order Form Or 

Order Online At 
www.puritansale.com 
Use Promotional Code EAL2KG 



* These statements have not been evaluated by the Food & Drug 
Administration. These products are not intended to diagnose, treat, cure, 
or prevent any disease. 
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Meditation in motion 



Tai chi can improve 
physical and mental 
well-being, studies say. 

BY JAN EBERLE 

An ancient Chinese proverb 
says, "The hinges of a moving 
door never rust." We all know 
that exercise improves physical 
and mental well being, but tai chi 
("tie-chee"), also called "medita- 
tion in motion," appears to both 
soothe the mind and develop the 
spirit as well. 

For centuries, Chinese people, 
many of them elderly, have 
gracefully performed tai chi 
movements in parks. Today, many 
in the United States enjoy health 
benefits from this ancient art. 

Practitioners of tai chi use 
rhythmic movements and deep 
breathing as they move through a 
seamless sequence of postures, or 
forms. Tai chi, which integrates 
the body, mind and spirit, is now 
practiced for its therapeutic 
benefit, including reduced stress, 
better balance and flexibility, and 
eased arthritic pain. It's a bit like 
participating in a soft, graceful 
solo dance. 

Current studies reviewed in a 
recent issue of Archives of Internal 
Medicine of Tufts-New England 
Medical Center reveal improved 
muscle strength and flexibility in 
tai-chi devotees, as well as a 
reduced number of falls. Several 
studies show tai chi helps with 
depression, stress and improved 
moods. Emory University in 
Atlanta found that tai chi 
strengthens grip in older people 
and improves confidence. 

We all seek a better quality of 
life, as we strive to live day to day 
with small annoyances as well as 
serious traumas. Understanding 
that tai chi does not cure disease, 
it is often encouraged as a compli- 
mentary therapy to conventional 
treatment and as a prudent 
preventive health measure in 




maintaining wellness. 

Preliminary studies suggest tai 
chi helps sufferers of multiple 
sclerosis increase their physical 
functioning. Circulation may 
improve because of the heart's 
ability to pump more blood. 
Arthritis sufferers enjoy improved 
flexibility and 
increased range of 
motion, which can 
lessen the severity of 
pain. A recent Johns 
Hopkins study 
reveals that tai chi 
lowers blood pres- 
sure almost as much 
as moderate-inten- 
sity aerobic exercise 
in once-sedentary 
older adults. 

Put simply, inviting a therapeu- 
tic art like tai chi into your life 
will likely produce many positive 
results. At first glance, perform- 
ing tai chi may appear easier than 
it is, but with practice, perfecting 
this art could change your outlook 
on life. Essential practice demands 
focus and willingness to unite 
your body, mind and spirit. An 
average tai chi routine may take 
about 10 minutes, but as you 
progress into a more advanced 



For more information 
about tai chi, visit 
Americantaichi.org 

online. For specific 
information about how to 
obtain membership, 
instruction or local class 
schedules, contact your 
local YMCA, YWCA or 
telephone listings under 
"Martial Arts Instruction." 



Stockbyte 



form, a routine of as many as 100 
different positions may require an 
hour. These sequences of forms 
require good concentration and 
recall. 

Tai chi is safe for people of all 
ages and fitness levels. Find an 
instructor and class in which to 
participate, or 
practice in the 
privacy of your home 
with a tape. If you are 
older and have been 
sedentary, it is wise 
to consult a medical 
practitioner of your 
choice. Performing tai 
chi should not hurt. If 
the exercise move- 
ments cause discom- 
fort, tell your instruc- 
tor, who can help you modify 
your routine. 

Quiet reflection and proper 
breathing can offer a new outlook 
to your day. Life isn't just about 
living; rather, it is about living 
life well. Good living means 
nourishing our bodies, nurturing 
our spirits, and staying active 
and vibrant. 

Jan Eberle is a freelance writer 
specializing in natural remedies. 
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SEE AGAIN. 

Your memories. Your life. Your vision. 




MACULAR DEGENERATION 

Discover why thousands 
of people with low 
vision have purchased 
a VideoEye power 
magnification system 
to continue reading, 
viewing photographs, 
and doing everyday 
tasks. Don't let the 
effects of Macular 
Degeneration stop 
you from seeing the 
important things in life 




VideoEye! 

ONE LIFE. ONE VISION. 



For information or to order call 

1.800.416.0758 

www.videoeye.com 



Free Shipping Included 

Dept TL | 1021 1 W. Emerald Boise, ID 83704 
Ph 208.323.9577 | Fax 208.377.1528 

©VideoEye is a registered trademark of VideoEye Corporation Patents Pending 
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Blue Star Salute: A day to thank our troops 



National Commander 
Thomas P. Cadmus recently 
kicked off the "American 
Legion Blue Star Salute" 
campaign. Culminating 
with Armed Forces Day 
celebrations on May 21, the 
Blue Star Salute will honor 
local members of the U.S. 
Armed Forces, National 
Guardsmen and reserv- 
ists, along with their 
families, in communities 
nationwide. Cadmus tied 
the celebration in with 
the Legion's Reconnect 
program and the Family 
Support Network. 

"I ask you to put both 1 
of those together, along 
with promotion of the 
Blue Star Service 
Banner, in a campaign 
that raises money for 
the American Legacy 
Scholarship fund and 
inspires entire com- 
munities to thank 
their hometown active- 
duty, National Guard and Reserve 
members, and their families," 
Cadmus said. "I ask each and 
every Legionnaire and member 
of The American Legion family 
to conduct a hometown Blue Star 
Salute - an Armed Forces Day 
Celebration in May. Make May 21 
a national day of thanks for 
those who go in harm's way in 
our behalf." 

Blue Star Salute event-planning 
guides have been mailed to 
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American Legion 
leadership, including department, 
district and post commanders. 
The guide contains timeframes, a 
list of celebration activities, 
sponsorship opportunities, 
message points, sample proclama- 
tions and media materials, 
including information about the 
"Reconnect" program, the Ameri- 
can Legacy Scholarship and the 
Family Support Network. 
Promotional materials and 



For more info 

The American Legion 
Public Relations Division 
P.O. Box 1055 
Indianapolis, IN 46204 

(317) 630-1253 

www.legion.org 

(click on "Public Relations; 
then "Event Planning") 



printed public-service 
announcements are avail- 
able on The American 
Legion's Web site, www. 
legion.org. Click on "Public 
Relations/' then "Event 
Planning." To order free radio 
and television public-service 
spots, contact the Legion's 
public-relations division. 

Blue Star Salute certificates 
of honor and service for 
military members, their 
spouses and local businesses are 
free. They can be downloaded 
and edited with individual names 
and signature blocks from The 
American Legion Web site. Other 
special recognition awards are 
available for children and family 
members. For more information, 
contact the Legion's Emblem 
Sales division by calling (888) 
453-4466 or order online at 
Emblem.legion.org. 



Let troops know 'America Supports You' 



The Department of Defense 
recently launched "America 
Supports You," a nationwide 
program to showcase support of 
the armed forces so that the 
American public and U.S. mili- 
tary personnel serving around 
the world will see firsthand how 
much the American people 
appreciate their service and 
sacrifice. The initiative recogniz- 
es the efforts of Americans who 



For more info 

America Supports You 

U.S. Department of Defense 
601 N. Fairfax St., Suite 300 
Alexandria, VA 22314-2007 

www.americasupportsyou.mil 



support U.S. troops through 
various activities. 
"Activities of support have a 



positive impact on the morale 
and spirit of those who serve," 
said Principal Deputy Undersec- 
retary of Defense for Personnel 
and Readiness Charles Abell. 

At the DoD Web site, 
www.AmericaSupportsYou.mil, 
Legionnaires and others actively 
engaged in direct troop support 
can log in, describe their activi- 
ties and send messages to 
U.S. troops. 
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For the best time 
of your life 




Since 198^ 
LA CROSSE* 



TECHNOLOGY 



Technology creates 
greatest advance- 
ment in time 
keeping since the 
quartz movement... 
and lets everyone 
benefit from United 
States Government 
innovation. With the Atomic Digital 
Watch by La Crosse Technology all of 
us have the opportunity to take 
advantage of our tax dollars at work, 
in a way that will positively impact 
our daily lives. 

How can a watch possibly create such 
an opportunity? The U.S. Government 
National Institute of Standards and 
Technology (NIST) Time and Frequency 
Division, a division of the U.S. 
Department of Commerce, maintains 
the cesium atomic clock, a clock that is 
accurate to within one second in a mil- 
lion years, to monitor and maintain the 
official U.S. time standard. In Colorado 
our government relies on the cesium 
atomic clock to create a national time 
standard to provide the most precise 
and accurate measure of time. The 
cesium clock drives a low frequency 
radio signal, known as the WWVB 
signal, which is transmitted at 60 kHz 
to your location at the speed of light. 
The Atomic Digital Watch has a built-in 
receiver that automatically tunes in 
to the WWVB signal transmitted to the 



NIST stations on a daily 
basis, so that you can 
have the most accurate 
time in the world on your 
wrist! Imagine never hav- 
ing to worry about setting 
the time on your watch. 
Turn the watch on, select 
your time zone and the 
watch will set itself 
overnight. This watch will 
also automatically adjust for 
Daylight Saving Time (DST) 
and leap year. There is also a 
DST disabling feature if you 
live in Arizona or Indiana. 
With features that include a day/ date 
calendar, 12/24 hour mode choice, 
signal reception indicator, adjustable 
band and 3-volt lithium battery, 
this watch is a great gift for anyone 
who needs to know the right time, 
all the time. 

An unbelievably new low price. 

The Atomic Digital Watch by La Crosse 
Technology is now available at a new 
low price. Originally $69.95, one of the 
most technologically advanced watches 
in the world is now available for 
the unbelievably low price of $39.95! 
Innovative Home Products home trial 
allows you to try the Atomic Digital 
Watch for 30 days risk-free. If you are 
not completely satisfied, simply return 
it for a full refund of the purchase price. 





FREE WITH PURCHASE! 



Order today and receive, FREE OF CHARGE, 
La Crosse Technology's Atomic Digital 
Alarm Clock with a retail value of $29.95! 

• Atomic radio-controlled time 

• Automatically sets time 

• Time alarm with snooze 

• Backlight for easy viewing 



CALL NOW TO TAKE ADVANTAGE 
OF THIS INCREDIBLE OFFER! 



Atomic Digital Watch 
J$69^ST $39.95 + S&H 

Atomic Digital Alarm Clock 

FREE + S&H 

A $99 value for only $39.95!! 

Promotional Code ADW-Z201 
Please mention this when you call. 

866-607-8738 

To order by mail, please call for details. 



INNOVATIVE 



HOME PRODUCTS 



Call toll-free 24 hours a day 866-607-8738 



www.lnnovativeHomeProducts.com 
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Newly signed VA health-care package 
funds research for severely wounded 



Dramatic improvements in 
battlefield medicine and new 
high-tech ceramic body armor are 
among the reasons more U.S. 
troops than ever are coming home 
alive after combat injuries. Many 
returning from war in Iraq and 
Afghanistan have suffered mul- 
tiple, massive injuries they would 
not have survived in past wars. 
The ability to perform surgery 
within minutes of injury and the 
speed with which hurt personnel 
are evacuated contribute to their 
survival rates. Once home, these 
men and women face drastically 
changed lives with unprecedented 
health-care challenges. They are 
severely disabled veterans. 

The Veterans Health Improve- 
ment Act of 2004 was signed into 
law by President Bush on Nov. 30. 
It designates $15 million over the 
next two years to establish VA 
multi-trauma centers - Centers for 
Research, Education and Clinical 
Activities on Complex Multi- 
Trauma Associated with Combat 
Injuries - at VA medical facilities 
with expertise in amputation 
rehabilitation, spinal cord, brain 
injury and treatment of blindness. 
All centers will focus on research 
and education of VA medical staff. 
The law also paves the way for 
certified nurses and blindness 
rehabilitation specialists 
to work in DoD facilities 
to assess needs and 
coordinate care for 
severely wounded troops 
as they begin their 
transition into the VA 
system. 

The wide-reaching act, 
authored by House 
Veterans Affairs Com- 
mittee Chairman Rep. 
Christopher Smith, R- 
N.J., advances several 
other aspects of veterans 
health care, including: 
■ Funding for homeless 
veterans. The act 
increases annual fund- 
ing for homeless veter- 
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ans' programs from $75 million to 
$99 million through fiscal 2008. 
That funding level calculates to 
$287 per homeless veteran each of 
the next four fiscal years. 

■ Hospice co-payment exemption. 
The act adds all VA-enrolled 
Priority Group 8 and non-service- 
connected veterans to those who 
need not make co- 
payments for VA 
end-of-life care. 

■ Extension of 
Millennium Act 
pilot program. 
Veterans currently 
receiving long-term 
care under the Veterans Millen 
nium Health Care and Benefits 
Act of 1997 can continue to 
receive that care through Dec 
2005. Among the services are 
geriatric evaluation, adult day 
health care, home care and 
assisted living pilot programs. 

■ Sexual trauma counseling. The 
act makes sexual trauma counsel- 
ing a permanent program in the 
VA Vet Center network. The act 
also makes that counseling 
available to National Guard and 
Reserve veterans. 

■ Medical preparedness centers. 
Four facilities nationwide will be 
designated to handle casualties of 
nuclear, biological and chemical 



The Veterans Health 
Improvement Act of 2004 
(Public Law 108-422) can 
be viewed in its entirety at 
http://thomas.loc.gov/ 



31, 




warfare. The project will be 
funded at $10 million a year, 2005 
through 2007. 

■ Leases for new CBOCs. VA is 

authorized to enter lease contracts 
for Community Based Outpatient 
Clinics in 16 cities at a cost not to 
exceed just over $24.4 million. VA 
is also authorized to enter into a 
75-year contract at 
the Fitzsimmons 
campus of the 
University of 
Colorado in Denver 
for a future VA 
medical center. 
■ CARES capital 
asset fund. VA can sell or lease 
surplus property - such as that 
identified in the Capital Asset 
Realignment for Enhanced 
Services (CARES) process - at fair 
market value and place the 
proceeds into a special fund. 
Money from that fund can be used 
to pay for costs associated with 
the sale or lease, or to pay for 
repairs and improvement projects 
of $4 million or less at existing 
VA facilities. 

■ Nursing shortage program. VA 

will select one area of the country 
where the nursing shortage is most 
acute and employ a pilot-recruit- 
ment program involving such 
private-sector practices as employ- 
er branding, advertis- 
ing, advanced online 
technology and 
recruitment agencies. 

"There is no more 
fundamental respon- 
sibility of our 
government than to 
care for those men 
and women injured 
while defending the 
nation/' Smith said. 
"Now that President 
Bush has signed (the 
measure) veterans 
will have improved 
access to needed 
medical services in 
the future regardless 
where they live." 

DOD 



Principi era ends at VA 



The sailing was not always 
smooth for Anthony Principi, a 
Mekong River Patrol Unit com- 
mander during the Vietnam War, 
who resigned as 
Secretary of the 
Department of 
Veterans Affairs in 
December. But, 
according to Presi- 
dent Bush, Principi's 
four years as VA's top 
official were a time 
of accomplishment 
and sincerity. After 
receiving the resig- 
nation, Bush de- 
scribed Principi as a 
"a tireless advocate 
for 25 million veter- 
ans. He has insisted on results, 
and he has gotten results. Under 
Tony's leadership, we have 
honored our veterans for their 
service and sacrifice by increasing 
and improving health-care 
services, working to eliminate the 
waiting list for medical care and 
cutting the disability claims 
backlog. I appreciate his efforts to 
improve access to health care for 
low-income veterans and those 
with service-related disabilities. 
As we fight the war on terror, 
Tony has played a vital role in 
helping to streamline the transi- 
tion from military to civilian 
status for our newest veterans. I 
thank Tony for serving our 
veterans and our country with 
integrity and dignity." 

During Principi's tenure, VA 
battled with long waiting lines at 
health-care facilities and backlogs 
on claims decisions. In January 
2003, Principi suspended new 
enrollment of veterans in Priority 
Group 8 - those without service- 
connected disabilities and with 
higher incomes - from VA health- 
care eligibility, and the waiting 
lines shortened dramatically. Also 
on Principi's watch, the contro- 
versial CARES - Capital Asset 
Realignment for Enhanced 
Services - project, the most 
massive VA facilities overhaul in 
a half-century, advanced from 




draft to decision. The plan called 
for changed missions for many VA 
facilities, some new facilities and 
closures for others across the 

country. Also, during 
a time of federal 
budget deficits, 
Principi was able to 
protect the nearly 
$60 billion VA 
budget from the 
chopping block. 

In his letter to 
Bush, Principi simply 
wrote, "It is now 
time for me to move 
on to fresh opportu- 
nities and different 
VA challenges." He was 
the ninth member of 
the Bush cabinet to resign after 
the November election. 

"Secretary Principi's desire to 
improve the lives of America's 
veterans stemmed from his 



personal understanding of the 
deep commitment and selfless 
sacrifices made daily by the men 
and women of the U.S. military," 
American Legion National Com- 
mander Thomas P. Cadmus said. 
"With two sons currently serving 
in the global war on terrorism and 
through his own service in 
Vietnam, Secretary Principi clearly 
understands the importance of 
fulfilling this nation's commitment 
to its men and women who have 
served and are currently serving. 
His accomplishments were appre- 
ciated and his leadership will 
indeed be missed." 

On Dec. 9, Bush nominated 
Jim Nicholson - also a decorated 
Vietnam War combat veteran - to 
lead VA. Nicholson is a former 
chairman of the Republican 
National Committee and recent 
U.S. ambassador to 
the Vatican. 



COLLEGE of the 




HUMANITIES 
and SCIENCES 



A great books, great ideas, great 
conversations, distance-learning 
college that offers undergraduate and 
graduate education in the humanities 
with concentrations in imaginative 
literature, natural sciences, 
philosophy and religion, social 
science, jurisprudence and education. 
The College of the Humanities and 
Sciences promotes student-faculty 
scholarship through research, 
discussion, and the development 
of collaborative publications. 



www.chumsci.edu 



NEW! CORDLESS 

ELECTRIC MOWER! 

The NEUTON™ Mower is the 
CLEAN, QUIET, EASY WAY to 
mow your lown! 

• STARTS INSTANTLY every time 
with the push of a button! 

• SO QUIET it won't disturb neighbors! 

• POWERFUL 24-VOLT BATTERY 
mows up to an hour on a single 
charge... uses only about ten 
cents of electricity per charge! 

• HALF THE WEIGHT OF 
GAS MOWERS. Easy 
for anyone to operate! 

• EVEN TRIMS and 
EDGES with optional 
patented 
attachment! 

CALL 
TOLL-FREE 
800-709-0278 

Why still MESS with a hard- 
starting gas-powered mower? 




Please mail this coupon TODAY for FREE DETAILS of the 
NEUTON™ Cordless Electric Mower, including prices, 
specifications and Factory-Direct Savings now in effect. 
Name 

AMI 

Address 



City 

E-Mail _ 



_State _ 



_ZIP_ 



Country Home Products 8 , Dept. 49913X 
^-*fs£C Meigs Road, P.O. Box 25, Vergennes,VT 05491 



neufcon 



www.neutonmowers.com 
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Gierke, Lance receive 
court appointments 



Past National Commander H.F. 
"Sparky" Gierke of Bismarck, N.D. 
has been 
appointed chief 
judge of the U.S. 
Court of Appeals 
for the Armed 
Forces, and PNC 
Alan G. Lance of 
Meridian, Idaho, 
has been named 
to the U.S. Court 
of Appeals for 
Veterans Claims. 

Gierke, who served as national 
commander from 1988 to 1989, was 
appointed to the court in 1991. 
Gierke is a law professor at George 
Washington University and Catholic 
University law schools. He also 
teaches at the Orlando School of 
Law. 

The U.S. Court of Appeals for the 
Armed Forces exercises worldwide 
appellate jurisdiction over members 




H.F. Gierke 



of the armed forces on active duty 
and other persons subject to the 

Uniform Code of 
Military Justice. 
Cases on the 
court's docket 
address a broad 
range of legal 
issues, including 
constitutional 
law, criminal 
law, evidence, 
criminal proce- 
dure, ethics, 
administrative law and national 
security law. Decisions by the court 
are subject to direct review by the 
U.S. Supreme Court. 

The U.S. Senate unanimously 
confirmed Lance, the Legion's 
national commander from 1999 to 
2000, to the U.S. Court of Appeals 
for Veterans Claims. Lance, former 
Idaho attorney general, was nomi- 
nated by President Bush. 



Alan G. Lance 




tf%* THOMAS P. CADMUS 

V;V 2004-2005 NATIONAL COMMANDER 



Cadmus Cavalry 
pins for member 
recruiters 

For every five members a 
Legionnaire recruits into the 
organization, a Cadmus Cavalry 
pin is awarded. In December's 
Legion News, an incorrect 
photo of the pin was published. 
The actual pin is pictured here. 

For more info, contact: 

Bill Sloan, 

National Headquarters 
(317) 630-1321 
wsloan@legion.org 



Travel discounts available to Legion meetings 



Legionnaires can obtain 
discounted fares on various 
airlines for travel to official 
organization meetings during 
2005 - saving 5 percent to 
10 percent, depending on avail- 
able fares and how far in advance 
tickets are purchased. Tickets 
should be purchased at least 
30 days prior to travel to obtain 
lowest fares. A partial list of 
eligible meetings is provided at 
right. Extended lists will be 
provided in future issues. 

Legionnaires whose presence is 
requested at meetings should 
make their travel arrangements by 
contacting Marti Wooden at 
(317) 630-1232 or via e-mail at 
mwooden@legion.org. All others 
making travel arrangements to 
official meetings should contact 
the airlines directly by calling the 
following numbers and using the 
associated Legion reference codes: 



Coming 2005 Meetings 

Feb. 21-March 2 

DSO Workshop & DC Conference, 
Washington (DCA, BWI & IAD) 

April 8-10 

National High School Oratorical 
Contest, Indianapolis 

April 28-May 5 

Spring Meetings, Indianapolis 

For a complete listing of eligible 
Legion meetings, visit the Legion 
Web site at www.legion.org. 



American Airlines: (800) 433- 
1790. Refer to index code 17730 for 

scheduled meetings. Use authori- 
zation code 0985AA for the 87th 
National Convention in Honolulu. 

Northwest Airlines: (800) 328- 
1111. Refer to WorldFile # NM59E 



for scheduled meetings and 
NY884 for national convention. 

US Airways: (877) 874-7687. Refer 
to Gold File # 8518-3257 for 

scheduled meetings only. US 
Airways discounts are not avail- 
able for national convention. 

United Airlines: (800) 521-4041. 
Refer to tour code # 500ZV for 

scheduled meetings and national 
convention. 

Delta Airlines: (800) 241-6760. 
Refer to Delta File # 205834A for 

scheduled meetings and national 
convention. Discounts are not 
available for baseball regional 
games or Legion World Series. 

American Trans Air (ATA): (877) 
282-4322. Refer to convention 
code MC50200. This contract is 
good only for national convention. 
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Choose Life 

Grow Young with HGH 



From the landmark book Grow Young with 
HGH comes the most powerful, over-the- 
counter health supplement in the history of 
man. Human growth hormone was first 
discovered in 1920 and has long been thought 
by the medical community to be necessary 
only to stimulate the body to full adult size 
and therefore unnecessary past the age of 20. 
Recent studies, however, have overturned this 
notion completely, discovering instead that 
the natural decline of Human Growth 
Hormone (HGH), from ages 21 to 61 (the 
average age at which there is only a trace left 
in the body) and is the reason why the the 
body ages and fails to regenerate itself to its 
25 year-old biological age. 

Like a picked flower cut from the source, we 
gradually wilt physically and mentally and 
become vulnerable to a host of degenerative 
diseases, that we simply weren't susceptible 
to in our early adult years. 

Modern medical science now regards aging as 
a disease that is treatable and preventable and 
that "aging", the disease, is actually a 
compilation of various diseases and 
pathologies, from everything, like a rise in 
blood glucose and pressure to diabetes, skin 
wrinkling and so on. All of these aging 
symptoms can be stopped and rolled back by 
maintaining Growth Hormone levels in the 
blood at the same levels HGH existed in the 
blood when we were 25 years old. There is a 
receptorsite in almost every cell in the human 



body for HGH, so its regenerative and healing 
effects are very comprehensive. 

Growth Hormone first synthesized in 1985 
under the Reagan Orphan drug act, to treat 
dwarfism, was quickly recognized to stop 
aging in its tracks and reverse it to a 
remarkable degree. Since then, only the 
lucky and the rich have had access to it at the 
cost of $20,000 US per year. 

Many in holly wood's glamour sets, who never 
seem to age like you or I, have a special 
secret to tell, and even space pioneer and US 
Senator John Glen stays vital with HGH. 

The next big breakthrough was to come in 
1997 when the American Anti-aging Society, 
a group of doctors and scientists, developed 
an all-natural source product which would 
cause your own natural HGH to be released 
again and do all the remarkable things it did 
for you in your 20 's. Now available to every 
adult for about the price of a coffee and donut 
a day. 

GHR now available n America, just in time 
for the aging Baby Boomers and everyone 
else from age 30 to 90 who doesn't want to 
age but would rather stay young, beautiful 
and healthy all of the time. 

The new HGH releasers are winning converts 
from the synthetic HGH users as well, since 
GHR is just as effective, is oral instead of 



self-injectable and is very affordable. 

GHR is a natural releaser, has no known side 
effects, unlike the synthetic version and has 
no known drug interactions. Progressive 
doctors admit that this is the direction 
medicine is seeking to go, to get the body to 
heal itself instead of employing drugs. GHR 
is truly a revolutionary paradigm shift in 
medicine and, like any modern leapfrog 
advance, many others will be left in the dust 
holding their limited, or useless drugs and 
remedies. 

It is now thought that HGH is so comprehen- 
sive in its healing and regenerative powers 
that it is today, where the computer industry 
was twenty years ago, that it will displace so 
many prescription and non-prescription drugs 
and health remedies that it is staggering to 
think of. 

The president of BIE Health Products, the 
American distributor, stated in a recent 
interview,'!' ve been waiting for these 
products since the 70's. We knew they would 
come, if only we could stay healthy and live 
long enough to see them! If you want to stay 
on top of your game, physically and mentally 
as you age, this product is a boon, especially 
for the highly skilled professionals who have 
made large investments in their education, 
and experience. Also with the failure of 
Congress to honor our seniors with pharma- 
ceutical coverage policy, it's more important 
than ever to take pro-active steps to safeguard 
your health. Continued use of GHR will 
make a radical difference in your health, 
HGH is particularly helpful to the elderly 
who, given a choice, would rather stay 
independent in their own home, strong 
healthy and alert enough to manage their own 
affairs, exercise and stay involved in their 
communities. Frank, age 85 walks two miles 
a day, plays golf, belongs to a dance club for 
seniors, has a girl friend again and doesn't 
need Viagra, passed his drivers test and is 
hardly ever home when we call -GHR 
delivers. 

HGH is known to reverse Hemorrhoids, 
Multiple Sclerosis, Ankylosing Spondylitis, 
Macular Degeneration, Cataracts, Colitus, 
Fibromyalgia, Angina, Chronic Fatigue, 
Diabetes, Hepatitis C, Rheumatoid Arthritis, 
High Blood Pressure, Sciatica, helps Kidney 
Dialysis and heart and stroke recovery. 

For more information or to 
order call 1-877-849-4777 
www.biehealth .us 

© copyright 2000 



• Improved sleep & emotional stability 

• Increased energy & exercise endurance 

• Loss of body fat 

• Increased bone density 

• Improved memory & mental alertness 

• Increased sexual potency 

• Increased muscle strength & size 

• Reverse baldness & color restored 

• Regenerates Immune System 



Aging Miracle 

HORMONE AND ENJOY: 



• Strengthened heart muscle 

• Controlled cholesterol 

• Normalizes blood pressure 

• Controlled mood swings 
•Wrinkle disappearance 

• Reverse many degenerative 
disease symptoms 

• Heightened five senses awareness 

• Increased skin thickness & texture 




This program will make a radical difference in your health, 
appearance and outlook. In fact we are so confident of the 
difference GHR can make in your life we offer a 100% 
refund on unopened containers. 



1-877-849-4777 



* s heard o» www.biehealth.us 
Radio wl* 
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BIE Health Products aproductof 

3840 East Robinson Road theamerican 

BOX 139 ANTI-AGING SOCIETY 

Amherst, NY 14228 DIV 2037839 ON 
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• THE AMERICAN LEGION 




The Dispatch wants your stories 



The American Legion Dispatch - 
a National Headquarters monthly 
newspaper - will publish a 
special issue this spring dedicated 
entirely to innovative programs 
and services of Legion posts 
nationwide. Such 
programs might 
include commu- 
nity day-care 
services, calling- 
card drives for 
troops abroad, 
free landscaping 
assistance for military families 
and other efforts that often go 
unheralded. Legion community 
services often result in increased 
membership. The Legion wants to 
spread the word so other posts 
can emulate programs working in 
communities across the country. 

Legionnaires are asked to send 



their stories, telling how their posts 
have helped their communities, ser- 
vicemembers and families. In 300 
words or less, the stories should 
describe unique service programs 
or ways in which traditional Legion 
programs have been 
executed with great 
success. 

E-mail stories to 
sbrooks@legion.org, 
or mail them to The 
American Legion 
Dispatch, P.O. Box 
1055, Indianapolis, IN 46206. 
Submissions cannot be returned, 
but those whose stories are 
chosen for the special issue will 
be notified. Please include name, 
address and phone number, as 
well as an e-mail address, if 
available. Photos will be accepted 
but cannot be returned. 



DoD: Don't send flea, 
tick collars overseas 

The Department of Defense is 
urging Americans sending care 
packages to deployed U.S. service- 
members to not include animal 
flea and tick collars intended to 
provide relief from sand-fly bites 
in Iraq and Afghanistan. 

"We applaud those organiza- 
tions and groups who want to 
show their support for our de- 
ployed servicemen and women 
overseas by sending them care 
packages. However, we are 
concerned that some of these 
people are including flea and tick 
collars in them for troops to use," 
said Ellen Embrey, deputy assis- 
tant secretary of defense for force 
health protection and readiness. 

The Pentagon is trying to get 
out the message that human use 
of flea and tick collars and ear 
tags is potentially harmful to the 
health of the wearer, ineffective in 
preventing sand-fly bites and a 
violation of federal law. 

Armed Forces Pest Management Board 

WRAMC, Forest Glen Annex, 
Building 172, 6900 Georgia Ave. N.W. 
Washington, DC 20307-5001 

(301) 295-7476 

www.afpmb.org 



The American Legion Dispatch 
P.O. BOX 1055 

Indianapolis, IN 46206-1055 
sbrooks@legion.org 



National Anthem Project launched 



"The Star-Spangled Ban- 
ner" has a special place in 
the hearts and minds of 
Americans. It remains a 
symbol of national pride, 
unity and resolve that 
inspires Americans to make 
whatever personal sacrifices 
are necessary to preserve and 
promote democracy and 
freedom around the world. 

Many Americans are unaware 
of the legacy of our national 
anthem. Two-thirds of adults do 
not know the song's words or 
the history behind its creation. 
Less than 35 percent of U.S. teens 
can name the author of the song, 
and only one in three children 



THE 

National Anthem 
project 




Restoring America s Voice 



Sponsored by MENC: Hie Nationa 
Association for Music Education 



For more info, contact: 

Wendi Barra 

MENC: The National Association 
for Music Education 

(800) 336-3768 

wendib@menc.org 

www.thenationalanthemproject.org 



can sing the national anthem 
by heart. 

Last year, The American 
Legion's National Executive 
Committee passed Resolution 
26, supporting the "National 
Anthem Project." The project 
aims to raise awareness of the 
national anthem among approx- 
imately 150 million Americans 
by teaching the meaning and 
history behind the words of the 
song, as well as its place in 
popular culture and relevance 
to current events. It culminates 
in June 2006 with a record- 
setting performance of the 
national anthem on the National 
Mall in Washington. 
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KsS $400.00 

ONLY 
$19.95! 

Direct from the Manufacturer! 



ALL 




700% GUARANTEED! 

Silicone Digital 
Ampli-Ear ULTRA! 



HEAR LIKE NEVER BEFORE 



NEARLY 
INVISIBLE 




With Nearly Half A Million Original AmpliEars Sold.. 
Our Engineers were able to design the BEST NEW 
hearing amplifier in the world! Amp I i Ear-Ultra 



RATED #1 REST SELLER 



America's #7 
BEST SELLING 
Hearing Amplifier 

J B s it Go l 



All new Digital circuity amplifies sound like 
never before! American Research Institute testing 
rates the new AmpliEar Ultra a full 100 out of 100 
points for clarity, amplification, and comfort! 

Yes! The NEW kmfMW 
ULTRA is 100% adjustable, fits 
all ear sizes in both men and 
women and is nearly invisible 
in your ear. So, end those 
embarrassing moments. 
Never apologize again for not 
being able to hear. Begin to: 



BEWARE 

OF CHEAP 
IMITATIONS! 

Trust Ampli-Ear 
Quality... Nearly 
500,000 Sold! 



Ampli-Ear Ultra! 

♦ Ultra Comfort - Five silicone Ear tips 

♦ Ultra Discrete - New Ultra-Small size 

♦ Ultra Power- Digital Technology 
Amplifies Like never Before! 

♦ Ultra Value Not $400 - Just $19.95 
Direct From the Manufacturer! 

♦ Ultra Easy- Easy sound adjustment 
and Easy battery Changes! 



✓ 
✓ 



Hear the QUIETEST Whispers 
Listen to the FAINTEST 
Phone Conversations 
Watch TV with the volume 
on LOW 

CLEARLY hear conversations 
in a crowded room 



FREE DELIVERY!!! 



Send Order To: American Research Institute, Dept. ULT-501 
773 Victory Highway, West Greenwich, RI 02817 

*U YES! Please RUSH me (1) Ampli-Ear ULTRA unit for only 
$19.95 FREE DELIVERY 

«•*□ SAVE 20%: 2 Ampli Ears Only $34.95 FREE DELIVERY 
Lifetime Damage Replacement Guarantee $5.95 
Bonus Deal! 1,000 Hours of Batteries Only $4.95! Postpaid! 
Super Bonus! Both the Lifetime Guarantee & the 
1,000 Hours of Batteries Offer for Only $9.00! Postpaid! 

□ Check or money order enclosed 

□ Charge my: □ Visa □ Amex □ MC □ Discover 



Card #:_ 



Exp:_ 



Name: 



Address: 
City: 



State _ 



. Zip: . 



REQUIRED Signature:. 



1 8 years old or older and voluntarily sign this waiver which indicates that I do not wish a medical evaluation 
i ui test before purchasing the Ampli-Ear Ultra. I understand that The FDA has determined that my best interests 
I would be served if I had a medical evaluation by a licensed physician who specializes in diseases of the ear, before 
. purchasing ih roccdures and 

I instrumentation in the fitting of hearing instruments. 



Now More FREE Gifts 
Than Ever Before !!! 



comrades I 



How to Submit a Reunion 



The American Legion Magazine publishes reunion notices for veter- 
ans. Send notices to The American Legion Magazine, Attn: Reunions, 
P.O. Box 1055, Indianapolis, IN 46206, fax (317) 630-1280 or e-mail 
reunions@legion.org. 

Include the branch of service and complete name of the group, no 
abbreviations, with your request. The listing also should include the 
reunion dates and city, along with a contact name, telephone number and 
e-mail address. Listings are published free of charge. 

Due to the large number of reunions, The American Legion Maga- 
zine will publish a group's listing only once a year. Notices should be 
sent at least six months prior to the reunion to ensure timely publication. 



Other Notices 



"In Search Of" is a means of getting in touch with people from your 
unit to plan a reunion. We do not publish listings that seek people for 
interviews, research purposes, military photos or help in filing a VA 
claim. Listings must include the name of the unit from which you seek 
people, the time period and the location, as well as a contact name, tele- 



phone number and e-mail address. Send notices to The American Legion 
Magazine, Attn: "In Search Of," P.O. Box 1055, Indianapolis, IN 46206, 
fax (317) 630-1280 or e-mail reunions@legion.org. 

The magazine will not publish the names of individuals, only the 
name of the unit from which you seek people. Listings are published free 
of charge. 

Life Membership notices are published for Legionnaires who have 
been awarded life memberships by their posts. This does not include a 
member's own Paid-Up-For-Life membership. Notices must be submitted 
on official forms, which may be obtained by sending a self-addressed 
stamped envelope to The American Legion Magazine, Attn: Life Mem- 
berships, P.O. Box 1055, Indianapolis, IN 46206. 

"Comrades in Distress" listings must be approved by the Legion's 
Veterans Affairs & Rehabilitation division. If you are seeking to verify an 
injury received during service, contact your Legion department service 
officer for information on how to publish a notice. 

To respond to a "Comrades in Distress" listing, send a letter to The 
American Legion Magazine, Attn: Comrades in Distress, P.O. Box 
1055, Indianapolis, IN 46206. Include the listing's CID number in your 
response. 

"Taps" notices are published only for Legionnaires who served as 
department commanders or national officers. 



AIR FORCE/ARMY AIR FORCE 

102nd AC&W Sqdn, Charleston, SC, 
5/16-19, Hank Connors, (401) 437-1482, 
hank.connors@juno.com; 508th Arct & 
320th AFA "Red Devils" (Fort Benning, 
Fort Campbell, Camp Wood, Camp 
Chickamauga, 1951-1956), Rochester, MN, 
4/21-24, Rodger Jacobson, (608) 854-2317, 
rodleone@centurytel.net; 622nd Air 
Refueling Sqdn, Biloxi, MS, 4/18-21, John 
Burr, (601) 957-2619, jrburr1@earthlink. 
net; Albrook AFB Air Police (1951-1955), 
Branson, MO, 4/26-28, Bob Carlson, (508) 
668-1655, bobjoancarlson@earthlink.com; 
Det 2 6910th Security Wing (Camp Pieri, 
Wiesbaden, Germany), Philadelphia, 
6/22-26, Charlie Adams, (856) 404-0458, 



c.adams5@comcast.net; Mid-Canada & 
Pine Tree Lines (1950s-1980s), Sault St. 
Marie, Ml, July, Bud Campbell, (705) 759- 
9003, budcampbell@sympatico.ca 

ARMY 

5th Army Assn (WWII), Tour of Italy, 
6/15-25, Sy Canton, (561) 865-8495; 6th 
Cav & Attached Units, Chattanooga, TN, 
6/10-12, Preulow Brown, (615) 895-0817, 
sixcav1941@aol.com; 11th Abn Div "Los 
Banos," New York, 2/19, Sy Silverman, (914) 
736-0462; 14th Armd Div, Lacrosse, Wl, 
4/28-5/1, Harold Kiehne, (608) 785-1931; 
25th inf Div, Cherry Hill, NJ, 8/4-7, Robert 
Muzzy, (301) 424-5355, rlmuzzy@aol. 
com; 30th inf Div (WWII), St. Louis, 



the door and step in. 



...I really used to 
enjoy having a bath 

but I realized as I got older that the 
fear of slipping, or the effort of pulling 
myself up after I had finished bathing 
was becoming a real problem... 
Premier Bathrooms has the largest 
range of walk-in bath tubs in the 
country, and buying one helped me 
regain my independence. 




BATH/ZOOMS 



For further details or to 
receive your FREE brochure 

CALL NOW 
TOLL FREE 

1-800-578-2899 




Remember - 

Premier's Walk-In Bath Tubs 
give you independence, 
security and confidence to 
enjoy your bathroom again. 



I Please send me a FREE brochure on THE MOST VERSATILE BATH EVER! American Legion - 046 
i Name Telephone ( ) 



, Address _ 



1 City _ 



_Zip_ 



Send to: Premier Bathrooms, Inc., 2330 South Nova Rd., 
South Daytona, Florida 32119 



8/31-9/03, Dick Jepsen, (785) 539-4816, 
dickjepsen@yahoo.com; 29th Div D Co 
116th inf Rgt, Salem, VA, 6/4-6, J.B. Sink, 
(540) 366-2168; 31st Inf "Dixie" Div, Pigeon 
Forge, TN, 5/2-6, Marion Spencer, (601) 
992-0472, marionspencer@yahoo.com; 70th 
Armd Rgt 2/70th & 4/70th (Desert Storm, 
Erlangen, Germany, 1987-1992), Danville, 
KY, July, Malcolm Todd, (360) 533-6555; 
80th inf Div vets Assn (wwi & WWII), 
Columbus, OH, 8/24-27, Walton Spangler, 
(740) 474-5734; 86th Chem Mort Bn Assn, 
Pittsburgh, 5/11-15, George Murray, (256) 
820-4415; 88th Inf Div Assn NE Chpt, 
Charlottesville, VA, 6/13-17, Ken Hoffman, 
(540) 890-2525; 94th Inf Div, Milwaukee, 
5/20-22, Harry Helms, (610) 363-7826, 
harryhelmsjr@aol.com; 299th Eng Bn, 
Niagara Falls, NY, 6/11-12, James Nelson, 
(616) 527-6288; 300th Cbt Eng Bn (WWII), 
Dallas, 6/2-5, Randy Hanes, (214) 363-3826 

552nd MP Co (Vietnam), Branson, MO, 
4/20-24, Harry Battle, (239) 226-0676, 
cobrablk@peoplepc.com; Inf OCS Class 
53-53, Columbus, GA, 4/21-24, John Salm, 
(206) 842-7998, johnsalmjr@aol.com; L Co 
35th inf Rgt 25th Div (Korea), Jackson, TN, 
4/28-5/1, James Weaver, (731) 225-8006; MP 
Sentry Dog Handlers Alumni (Vietnam), 
Kansas City, MO, 8/12-14, Gary Smith, (913) 
441-6344, gary.smith@jocoks.com 

MARINES 

3rd Mar Div, Arlington, VA, 8/15-21, Bill 
Krueger, (703) 451-3844; Echo Co 2/3 
(Vietnam, 1965-1969), Quantico, VA, 
6/5-9, Donald E. Hinman, (585) 798-0830, 
echo2367@rochester.rr.com; H 3 7 Mar 
(Korea, 1950-1955), Albuquerque, NM, 
5/5-8, Bob Nichols, (727) 392-2886, 
jarheadh37@ij.net; India Co 3/7 1st 
Mar Div (1969-1970), Myrtle Beach, NC, 
4/28-5/1, Roger Villarreal, (281) 930-8161, 
rogervillarreal@hotmail.com; Mar Raider 
Roundup, Reno, NV, 5/10-11, Archie 
Rackerby, (530) 273-4220 

NAVY 

AGC/LCC - USS Adirondack AGC 15, USS 
Ancon AGC 4, USS Appalachian AGC 
1, USS Auburn AGC 10, USS Biscayne 
AGC 18, USS Blue Ridge AGC 2/LCC 19, 
USS Catoctin AGC 5, USS Duane AGC 6, 
USS Eldorado AGC/LCC 11, USS Estes 
AGC/LCC 12, USS Mount McKin ley 
AGC/LCC 7, USS Mount Olympus AGC 
8, USS Mount Whitney LCC 20, USS 
Panamint AGC 13, USS Pocono AGC/LCC 
16, USS ROCky Mount AGC 3, USS 




Value-Packed 
Cruise & Cruise Tour 
Vacations Available! 




Veteran's Travel Specials 



7 Night 

Caribbean Cruise . 
7 Night 

Mexico Cruise 

7 Night 

Alaska Cruise 



$549 
$611 



! RoyalCaribbean 



10 Day/ 9 Night 

Mediterranean Cruise Tour 

2 Nights in Barcelona, then cruise roundtrip 
Barcelona to Marseille, Villefranche, Livorno, 
Civitavecchia & Naples rh-J -J /^/^ 
June 16, 2005 ^1 1 MM 

Splendour of the Seas® from I I kJkJ 

Ask About Our Satisfaction Guarantee 

SHIP n SHORE 





;SJ800-475-6712 

www.shipandshorecruises.com 

Prices are per person, double occupancy; port charges are included; gov 1 
taxes are additional; $9.95 service fee additional; limited availability. Prices 
shown are min. fares for select dates. Not responsible for changes of price or itinerary 
by cruise line, or any errors or omissions in the content of this ad. Some restrictions & 
cancellation penalties may apply. "Promotional offers are valid on specific sailing 
dates, capacity controlled by the cruise lines, and may not be combinable with other 
offers. Ships Registry: Greece, Norway, Bahamas, Liberia, Panama & Italy. IA # 658 
WA # 602133093, OH # 8789039, CST # 2045923-50. Licensed & Bonded ' 2005. 



6laim Overgrown Land 

- with the Amazing DR® FIELD 
and BRUSH MOWER! 




Improves wildlife habitat, 
creates wildflower meadows, 
woodlots free of underbrush, 
builds trails, restores pastures! 




6-Month \ 
RISK-FREE 
Trial! 



CUTS DOWN AND CHOPS tall field grass, 
weeds, even saplings up to 2-1 /2" thick! 

RECLAIMS pastures, meadows, trails, fencelines, 
woodlots of overgrown vegetation. 

POWERFUL with up to 17 HP.. .4 speeds, reverses 
limited-slip differential for easy turning! 

CONVERTS IN SECONDS to mow your lawn 
or throw snow with optional attachments. 

For Your FREE DR® 
CATALOG AND VIDEO 





CALL TOLL-FREE 
1-800-652-1155 



YES! Please send me without obligation your Catalog and | 
Video all about the exciting new DR® FIELD and BRUSH j 
MOWER, including details of models, powered attachments, | 
factory-direct prices and seasonal savings now in effect. 



City 



ress 






AML 




State 


ZIP 




ail I 



COUNTRY HOME PRODUCTS®, Dept. 4991 OX 
Meigs Road, P.O. Box 25, Vergennes, VT 05491 
www.drfieldbrush.com 



Authors! 



At last... an easy, affordable way to get your book published! 
Find out how in Trafford Publishing's FREE guide! 

Here's What You'll Learn... 

How on-demand printing works! 



Call toll free 1-888-232-4444 ext 1493 and the guide 
is on its way, or visit www.trafford.com/1493 



I JC vou ' ve written a book, or are 

T writing one now, this fact-filled 
I 1 guide from Trafford is for you. 
You see, it explains how Trafford's 
unique On-Demand Publishing 
Service™ can help you get your book 
published quickly, affordably, and 
painlessly. 

That's right. With Trafford you 
can say goodbye to conventional 
book publishers who accept few 
new manuscripts, pay tiny royalties, 
take all the rights to your book, and 
do whatever they like with it. There 
is a better way and it's explained in 
our free guide. As you'll discover, our 
state-of-the-art digital printing process 
allows us to print your book one copy 
at a time. This means Trafford can fill 
customer and bookseller orders as they 
arrive. So you don't have to! 




Why you don't have to invest in any 
inventory! 



To find out how Trafford can help you, 
just as we've helped thousands of 
authors in over 75 countries, request 
your free guide now with no obligation. 



How you can control the publishing 
process every step of the way! 

How your book is sold through Trafford's 
on-line bookstore! 

How our global trade distribution system 
lets readers buy your book through 
resellers like Amazon and tens of 
thousands of local bookstores! 
— — — — — — — — — — — — — — — — — — -i 

For your FREE Publishing Guide, 
Visit our Web site 
www.trafford. com/1 493 
or call now 

1-888-232-4444 ext 1493 
or 250-383-6864 ext 1493 

TRARORD 

On-demand Publishing Service' 




comrades 



Taconic AGC/LCC 17, USS Teton AGC 
14, USS Wasatch AGC 9, Bridgeton, MO, 
8/17-21, Ted Branthoover, (412) 884-2650, 
agclccallships@webtv.net; Naval Crypto 
Vets Assn Smoky Mtn Chpt, Dillsboro, 
NC, 4/22-23, Dave Snell, (828) 631-0763, 
david@shakaree.us; USS Albany CA 
123/CG 10/SSN 753, Branson, MO, 7/20-25, 
Dick Desrochers, albanyreunion@ussalbany. 
org; USS Buck DD 761, New Orleans, 
5/29-6/2, John Connolly, (501) 922-3969, 
joncon@cox-internet.com; USS Caliente 
AO 53, Philadelphia, 4/21-24, Bob Howard, 
(925) 939-3662, rhoward328@aol. 
com; USS Carpenter DD 825, Branson, 
MO, 4/30-5/4, Jimmie Kennedy, (714) 
776-4019, kennjd3@sbcglobal.net; USS 
Coontz DLG 9/DDG 40, Norfolk, VA, 
7/22-24, Brian Kroenung, (336) 516-2447, 
usscoontz1984@yahoo.com 

USS Gen. W.A. Mann AP 112, Pensacola, 

FL, 4/27-29, Walt Baker, (850) 934-1671, 
wbaker99@aol.com; USS Hamlin AV 15, 
Des Moines, IA, 6/23-25, Lawrence Godwin, 
(724) 652-4880; USS John King DDG 3, 
Portsmouth, VA, 6/8-12, Mike Montgomery, 
(239) 567-1975, pncmonty@aol.com; USS 
Kenneth Whiting AV 14, Annapolis, MD, 
5/2-6, George Woods, (843) 705-2727; USS 
Lejeune AP 74, Naples, FL, 4/19-22, Jim 

O'Donnell, (941) 774-5182; USS LSM-LSMR 
Assn, San Antonio, 8/24-27, David K. Miller, 
(814) 763-3090, dkmiller1@peoplepc. 
com; USS Manatee AO 58, Winterhaven, 
FL, 4/21-24, Bill Cress, (361) 547-6938, 
navy@the-i.net; USS McCawley Surv Assn 
APA 4, Biloxi, MS, 4/28-30, Jesse D. Cannon, 
(985) 748-4131; USS Muliphen AKA 61, 
Virginia Beach, VA, 4/28-5/1, Ronald L. 
Waint, (302) 737-1751, rwaint@delant.com 

USS Noa DD 841/DD 343/APD 24, Elk 

Grove, IL, 5/4-7, Wilma Rascoe, (386) 
228-3366; USS Ponchatoula AOG 
38/AO 148/TOA 148, Branson, MO, 
5/15-18, P.F. Hammond, (707) 553-8789, 
pf@ussponchatoula.com; USS Relief AH 1, 
Fort Madison, IA, 3/24-27, Daniel Gabel Jr., 
(319) 372-4250, dangabel@interl.net; USS 
Saratoga CVA 60 V-3 Div (1963-1965), 
Franklin, NC, 6/22-26, Jimmy Anselmo, 
(504) 888-3849, janselmo@bellsouth.net; 
USS Shannon DM 25, Charleston, SC, 
7/14-17, John K. Duegaw, (540) 288-9632, 
jkduegaw@yahoo.com; USS Steinaker 
DDR/DD 863, Charleston, SC, 4/21-24, Bill 
Combs, (757) 416-1983, combs27@cox. 
net; VR-21, Albuquerque, NM, 5/18- 
22, Hugh Ellenberger, (505) 792-1048, 
hugh4may2b@cs.com 



LIFE MEMBERSHIPS 



The American Legion Magazine 



Robert P. Morris, Jack D. Parsons, Sid 
Rosenman, Glen Sipe, Rodney G. Skinner, 
Herman F. Thompson 
Post 110, IA: Irvin H. Benjegerdes, Reuben 

C. Hovel, Maurice E. Lane 
Post 267, 1 A: Norbert G. Breitbach, 
Marvin Casey, Alfred Goldsmith, John L. 
McSweeney, Robert w. Vogel 
Post 319, IA: Raymond Axmear 
Post 8, IN: Ralph E. Heneisen, Harold A. 

Pfender 
Post 256, IN: Robert L. Cox 
Post 28, KS: Dean K. Dunn 
Post 63, KS: Gilbert Otter, Myron Veh 
Post 231, KS: James M. Hefling, Robert N. 

Keller, James N. Lathen 
Post 71, MD: Dayton E. Alexander, Ward L. 
Ashby, Galen E. Beckman, Danny Benson, 
Thomas E. Bittinger, Decorsey E. Bolden, 
Earl L. Boyce, Ronald L. Bray, Samuel E. 
Butt Jr., Harry D. Calandrella, Carl L. Callis, 
Donald L. Callis, William H. Clary, George 
W. Coddington, Clarence W. Cogley, 
Philip R. Criss, Larry G. Croscoe, William 

C. Deems, Debra J. Dixon, Thomas E. 
Doyle, Thomas E. Dunbar, James A. Finch, 
James R. Flanagan, Earl A. Foltz, Ivan L. 
Frederick, Donald E. Friend, Ronald L. 
Friend, James M. Glotfelty, Dale S. Gnegy, 
Loraine G. Gnegy, Thomas E. Gowans, 
John A. Grant, Donald E. Helbig, Robert 

D. Henline, Carl A. Hinebaugh Sr., Thomas 
A. Holland, Ralph Humberson, Robert 
James, Robert W. Johnson, Randall R. Kahl, 
Michael V. Kildow, Harry R. King, Rufus 

J. Lewis, Richard L. Mattingly, William 
A. Mattingly, Jonas A. McKenzie, Joe 
Mechem, Robert A. Merkle, Wilfred C. 
Meyers, Carl A. Mielke, Moses C. Miller, 
Ronald B. Mills, Wickey C. Myers, Paul F. 
Nazelrod, Raymond H. O'Haver Sr., David 
W. Paugh Sr., Dale Perando, George E. 
Porter, Thomas J. Pratt, Darvin R. Reckart, 
Lester E. Ripple, William J. Rishell, John 
A. Savage, Lee E. Shillingburg, James L. 
Slawter, Donald E. Smith, John H. Smith, 
Robert V. Smith, Robert A. Stanton, James 

E. Stewart, Russell E. Stewart, Matt Storey 
Jr., Tony D. Sullivan, D.D. Swartzentruber, 
Chester W. Teets, Guy L. Tuel Jr., Jack R. 
Turney, Albert L. Wiles, Bruce A. Wiley, 
Lloyd A. Wilt, Patrick A. Wolfe, Robert L. 
Wolfe, Harry L.Yost Jr. 

Post 120, MD: Charles "Mike" Stonesifer 
Post 128, MD: James S. Anderson, Harry R. 
Brown, Jeffrey L. Deel, Dale E. Demarest, 
Charles T. Greer, Robert E. Hanson, Jerry 
W. Hewitt, Walter S. Hodges, Paul D. 
Lescalleet Jr., Norman E. Mortus, Audie C. 
Shields, Patricia Stackhouse, Axel P. Wicks 
Post 214, MD: Charles C. Bender 
Post 233, MD: Harry C. Davis Jr., William C. 
Groves 

Post 278, MD: Milton D. Anthony, Quentin 
0. Cupp, John Davis, Charles E. Ferrin, 
Robert A. Fooks, Hugo G. Gemignani, 
Michael K. Gradner, George G. Morris, 
Oscar A. Schulz, Coolidge K. Sewell, Walter 
J. Smoot, James W. Taylor 

Post 50, ME: Francis M. Clark, Harold A. 
Raven, Earl S. Thompson 

Post 57, ME: Edward J. Jurberg 

Post 88, ME: Duane A. Easier, Edwin 
C. Grass, Edwin G. Packard, Sidney E. 
Sherwood 

Post 168, MN: Glenn W. Becker, Hector N. 

Brown, Joseph D. Janitschke, Robert E. 

Moehrle, Walter Quinton, Haran J. Shull, 

Darle M. Wallen 
Post 283, MO: Dave Ehlen 
Post 47, NH: Elmer D. Dunn, Bernard J. 

Mushorn 

Post 68, NH: Robert J. Andrews, Robert 
J. Baumer, Robert C. Black, Charley 
Brooks, Raymond J. Bushway, Maurice 



A. Carpenter, Alvin W. Corliss, Vance A. 
Cummings, Robert E. Dupont, A. Rowell 
Fogg, Randall Foster, Robert H. Gadbois, 
Lester Goad, Robert M. Gordon, Roy 
Harrigan, Ralph H. Harris, Clayton Herbert, 
Allen P. Jalette, William Jordan, Milton Kay, 
Leo J. LaFlamme, Myron R. Lewis, Anthony 
P. Lemire, George H. Lippard, Bernard A. 
Lynde, Roy S. Machia, Russell L. Magoon, 
George W. McAlpin, Thomas McManus, 
Edward E. Miles, Walter W. Morton Sr., 
Theodore Ramsdell, Floyd W. Ramsey, 
Leonard Reeg, Bruce K. Rogers, Conrad 
Schofield, James M. Silva, Peter P. Stimson, 
Donald G. Straw, John H. Streeter, Donald 
F. Wark, Newton E. Washburn, John H. 
Wessels, Wilfred Wessels, Louis Westland 

Post 279, NJ: Nicholas Bottino 

Post 51, PA: Rosemary Akers, Alfred D. 
Androsik, Glen E. Campbell, Chris Colgan, 
John E. Danko, Paul T. DiPierro, Patrick 
Dunlevy, David Fenton, Wade Friend Jr., 
Chris Gaydos, Joshua J. Hornbeck, Richard 
J. imler, Tracy Johnson, Richard A. Kasunic, 
Derek A. Kennedy, Mark R. Kraynak, 
Martin J. La Fisca, Jonathan A. Lewis, 
Emerson T. Long III, Seth S. Mager, Dennis 
Marshall, John Ryan McCulley, Jeffrey 
C. McGurgan, Nicholas J. Meyokovich, 
Michael J. Meyokovich, Daniel Minkus, 
Dennis E. Mulhorn, Kalen Polito, Allen L. 
Porupski, Salvatore Ross Jr., James Sankey, 
Carl G. Sargent Jr., Harry F. Savage Jr., 
William F. Shipley, Terry Sumey, Ashley 
M. Swaney, Corey Taylor, Witheberto 
Velasquez-Torre 

Post 131, PA: Larry S. Allen, John L. 
Bowman, Willard C. Brumgard, Donald P. 
Durkin, Robert L. Gallagher, David E. Grieb, 
Peter F. Lundergan, Robert L. Matter, 
Charles M. McClintick, Brooke B. McGhee, 
Robert R. Miller, William D. Miller, Frank 
C. Newman, Edward H. Packer, William 
S. Peck, William L. Phoenix, Foster H. 
Rayson, Larry W. Smith, Edward F. Wenzel, 
Dean K. Wetzler Jr., Gary L. Worden, 
William J. Worden 

Post 254, PA: Howard A. Akers, Carl W. Bell, 
William M. Bluff, Walter M. Brower, Russell 
W. Burcher, James E. Burke, James W. 
Byrnes, Ernest D. Cook, Robert A. Dexter, 
Robert Dunnes, Gerald M. Eno, Arthur E. 
Fasihauer, Roy W. Fels, Robert Firmstone, 
David W. Gelatt Sr., John J. Koehler, Richard 
Loring, Robert D. Martin, Clarence J. Miller, 
Stephen Mootha, Donald J. Mullen, George 
R. Murray, Donald T. Pender, Russell L. 
Ridd, Emma G. Robinson, William Rogers, 
Raymond Scull, Stanley L. Stephens, Frank 
J. Valenzano, Gilbert E. Weiss, Arthur J. 
Widmer, Robert Young, Mark R. Zimmer 

Post 400, PA: John Enci, Francis J. Kirk, John 
Konkus Jr., Earl E. Miller, Ralph R. Mt. Joy 

Post 553, PA: Richard Elster, Lawrence 
Lucas, Henry Sanislow, Charles Sovitski 

Post 622, PA: Carl B. Geibel 

Post 947, PA: Joseph J. Herwatic, Dawn L. 
Mallec, John F. Puhala 

Post 1, Portugal: Larry Davis 

Post 159, TN: Hansel J. Taylor 

Post 205, TN: Unice Leon Kesterson, 
Donald L. Leach 

Post 248, TN: Frank E. Hale Jr., Allen A. 
Harrison, Joseph 0. Stinson 

Post 7, VA: Cosne N. Dalton 

Post 38, VA: James W. "Buster" Johnson, 
George Kennaro, Louis Machado 

Post 53, VA: Robert E. Pope 

Post 73, VA: Norman G. Lankford, William 
J. Rhodes 

Post 83, VA: Jeanette H. Haufler, E.M. 

Hudgins, Ralph M. Hudgins, Granville 

Hughes, Weldon Sadler 
Post 144, VA: James E. Elliott, John R. Ollis, 

Otis H. Stitzer Jr., Joseph L. Stoches, Harry J. 



Post 12, AK: Charles Brouillette, Lowell 
W. Knutson, David Light, Paul S. Phillips, 
Herbert Spradlin, Frank Terracciano Sr. 

Post 17, AK: Bernie Ballao, Donald Barber, 
J.D. Collins, William Hogan, Ruben Meeks, 
Frank Murkowski, Anthony Principi, 
Thomas Ruff, Thomas Sweeney, Bill Unger, 
Donald Young 

Post 2, AZ: Michael J. Crever, S. Paul Griffin, 
Ariel Rodriguez 

Post 72, CT: Thomas J. Eaccarino Sr., 
Douglas J. Gregory, Philip C. Wache 

Post 6, France: Frederick A. Wildi 

Post 544, GA: Charlie Copeland Jr., Charlie 
Goar, Willie Maxwell 

Post GR03, Germany: Raymond C. Deno, 
James J. Montgomery 

Post 3, IA: Harley F. Armstrong, Dean 
Cremer, Patrick J. Grace, James E. Grubb, 
Robert R. Hardman, Kenneth Harsch, John 
M. Hart, Harlan McCoy, Robert E. Millard, 
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Taylor, Clarence E. Weis, Linwood W. Zitta 
Post 186, VA: Gordon C. Ailing, Norris L. 

Butler, W.C. "Bud" Cheatham, Charles L. 

Gudis, Alden J. Horner Jr., David B. May Jr., 

Albert W. Seamster, Stewart R. Winfree 
Post 233, VA: Charles Austin, John Gray 
Post 252, VA: John P. Beale, John E. 

Johnson, Francis E. Jones, Benjamin B. 

Morris, Charles M. Sanford 
Post 273, VA: Alfred C. Watkins, William T. 

Watkins Jr. 

Post 284, VA: Lauren P. Bands Sr., Laurence 
T. Byam, Hugh P. Cahill, Clyde E. Cummins, 
Rudolph V. Emory, Bobby Johnson, Lovoine 
P. Poland, Charles D. Pruett Jr., Roger A. 
Puckett, James A. Spivey, Allan C. Story 

Post 37, WA: George T. Duckworth, Mary J. 
Ihlenfeldt 

Post 155, WA: Fred Carter, Sam Houser, 

Larry Olson, Larry Robinson, Donald 

Schwingdorf 
Post 199, WA: Joseph L. German, George 

Hanson, William E. Lierley, Nick Loutsis 
Post 70, Wl: Donald Golden, Robert 

Herman, Edward R. Paulik, Donald 

Volkman 

Post 80, Wl: Curtiss Berget, Warren 

Dardine, Lyle Kellaher 
Post 120, Wl: Arthur C. Christl, Willis J. 
Dewsenberry, Felix DiFonzo, Everett W. 
Gordee, Phillip D. Jrolf, Kenneth C. Klatt, 
Kenneth W. Olejniczak, Franklin G. Reitz, 
Victor J. Riordan, R.W. Schmidt, Albert A. 
Skubal, Jerome R. Wermager 
Post 386, Wl: Vilas E. Bartelt, Leroy McCue 
Post 406, Wl: Sebastian Baumann, Donald 
Cook, Kenneth Jenner, Robert Johnson, 
Frank Koepke, Joseph Librizzi, James 
Metzger, Edward Sajdowitz, Jack L. 
Saunders, Charles Seidner, Joseph J. 
Shinners, Allen Urban, Chester Zak 
Post 522, Wl: Gilbert F. Schmitt 
Post 2, WY: Barbara A. Eastridge, L.P. 
Eastridge 



IN SEARCH OF 



2nd inf Div 38th Rgt 2nd Bn G Co (Omaha 

to Czech, WWII), Bill Dudas Jr., (616) 

530-9260 
4th Inf Div C Btry 5th Bn 16th Arty 

(Pleiku & An Khe, Vietnam, 1969-1970), 

James Harris, (757) 537-3075 
6th Armd FA Bn Serv Btry (Fort Sill, OK, 

1947), C.L. Gragg, 2843 Springs Road N.E., 

Hickory, NC 28601 
10th Finance (Vietnam, 1967-1968), Ray 

Maccioni, (734) 671-6459, maccionir@aol. 

com 

12th Inf Rgt l Co (Huertgen Forest, Nov 

1944), Raymond Hughes, (513) 383-3381, 

rayhughes4@aol.com 
13th Cbt Const D Co Eng Bn 7th Div 

8th Army I Corps (Korea, 1950-1952), 

Frederick Graves, (717) 258-6261, 

fgraves01@comcast.net 
25th Sig Bn C Co (Kaiserslautern, 

Germany, 1959-1965), John Skrbec, (708) 

389-6864, jskbec@wideopenwest.com 
32nd Eng Grp (Verdun, France, 1961- 

1963), Jean-Paul Cyr, jpjcyr@gwi.net 
50th Maint Sqdn (Hahn AFB, Germany, 

1954-1956), Aubrey Overby, (323) 779- 

4306, herboverby@aol.com 
53rd Ord Grp (Spinelli Barracks, 

Mannheim, Germany, 1953-1960), Jim 

Friedl, (262) 670-2233, jmfriedl2@juno.eom 
79th AA D Btry (Fort Custer, Ml, 1951- 

1953), George Gosdzinski, (989) 864-3213 
82nd Cbt Eng Bn VII Corp (Germany, 

1961-1966), William Munden Jr., (417) 

678-5697, wlc2d3@mo-net.com 
148th inf Rgt Med Co (Fort Polk, 

LA, 1952), Ed James, (817) 596-4234, 
cw4james321@charter.net 



160th Inf 40th Inf Div (Korea, Sept-Oct 

1952), Fred Kelsay, (501) 760-5427, 

kelsay1@aol.com 
317th Eng Cbt V Corps Medic HQ & HQ 

Co Dispensary (Hoechst, Germany, Oct 

1962-March 1965), Jack Levine, (732) 

721-7946, jacklevine9@aol.com 
388th Maint Sqdn (Etain AFB, France, 

1954-1956), Aubrey Overby, (323) 779- 

4306, herboverby@aol.com 
457th Bomb Grp 8th AF (1944-1945), 

Harry Smalling, 614 Passaic Ave., Clifton, 

NJ 07012 

477th Bombardment Comp Grp (1944- 

1945), J. Palmer, wfd88@att.net 
517th MP Det (Wahiawa, HI, 1970-1972), 

Don Liffick, (217) 385-2495 

531st Eng Shore Rgt 1st Spec Bde 

(WWII), Sam Raudebaugh, (419) 533-7153, 

samdor@henry-net.com 
590th Trans Co (Mannheim, Germany, 

1972-1974), Tom Houlihan, (314) 577-3732, 

tom.houlihan@anheuser-busch.com 
826th Tank Bn H&S Co (Hammelburg, 

Germany, 1955-1957), Norm Jackson, 

njack@webtv.net 
A Co 278th Cbt Eng Bn (Europe, Dec 

1944), Francis Martin, (812) 963-5402 
Co 41 (NTC San Diego, Jan-Apr 1957), Bill 

Gray, (205) 759-2951, bg690b@aol.com 
D Btry 6th Bn 62nd Arty & 2nd Bn 83rd 

Arty (Babenhausen, Germany, 1969- 

1970), George Hairston Jr., (419) 624-8267 
Dental Clinic 1 (Camp Stoneman, CA, 

1943-1945), Morris Funk, (215) 483-8228 
Fox Co 26th Inf Rgt 2nd Btry 1st Inf 

Div (Bamberg, Germany, 1949-1951), 

Carmen Gigante, (412) 921-7591 
SHAPE Indians Baseball Team (Paris, 

1958-1959), Richard Bateman, (903) 

536-1413 

USNDC Marines (Portsmouth, NH, 

1961-1963), Jim Smothers, (405) 260-1264, 

j.smothers@sbcglobal.net 
USS AFDL 47 (Guantanamo Bay, Cuba, 

1950-1952), Howard Shiber, (610) 583- 

9246, hfs934@aol.com 
USS Aldebaran AF 10 (1940-1968), Ed 



Pepling, (561) 624-2531, peplinge® 

bellsouth.net 
USS Atakapa ATF 149, Ron Buice, (770) 

945-3611, rpbuice@bellsouth.net 
USS Bremerton CA 130 (May 1945-June 

1960), Long Beach, CA, Ray Isaacs, (623) 

594-6200, raymondi@cox.net 
USS Exploit MSO 440 (1954-1993), 

Wayne Crouch, (770) 978-6247, 

wcrouch2928@aol.com 
USS LCT 810 (D-Day & Morlaix, France, 

1944-1945), Al Nobile, (732) 845-9541 
USS Ozark MCS 2 (1965-decommission), 

Albert Sapp, P.O. Box 6143, Reno, NV 

89513, alsapp@sbcglobal.net 
USS PC 1175 (Atlantic, 1943-1945), Phil 

Donahue, (781)331-7109 
USS Virgo AKA 20/AE 30 (1943-1973), Walt 

Tomlin, (254) 982-4469, wdtomlin@vvm.eom 
VA-212 "Rampant Raiders" Line Crew 

Plane Cpts (Moffett Field, CA, 1956- 

1957), Joe Lee, (770) 969-8824 
YFD 21 (New Hebrides, 1943), Loran 
Lewis, (714) 535-2473 



TAPS 



Hugh C. Graham, Dept. of Connecticut. 

Nat'l Distinguished Guests Cmte. Memb. 
1955-1956 and 1964-1966, Dept. Cmdr. 
1964-1965, Nat'l Americanism Cncl. Vice 
Chmn. 1965-1975 and 1991-1994, Nat'l 
Legis. Cncl. Memb. 1981-1990, 1993-1994 
and 1999-2000, and Nat'l Distinguished 
Guests Cmte. Chmn. 2001-2004. 
Albert Olenberger, Dept. of North 
Dakota. Nat'l Mbrshp. & Post Activ. Cmte. 
Memb. 1965-1967, Dept. Cmdr. 1968-1969, 
Nat'l Law & Order Cmte Memb. 1969- 
1971, Nat'l Rehab. Cmsn. Advisory Board 
Memb. 1971-1972, Nat'l Merchant Marine 
Cmte Chmn. 1972-1974, Nat'l Merchant 
Marine Cmte. Consultant 1975-1978, Nat'l 
Exec. Cmte. Alt. Memb. 1980-1982 and 
Nat'l & Homeland Sec. Cncl. Vice Chmn. 
1980-1982. 

Joseph P. Tantillo, Dept. of New York. 

Nat'l Distinguished Guests Cmte. Vice 
Chmn. 1998-2004. 



CLASSIFIED 



SEND ADVERTISING COPY AND REMITTANCE 
TO: Mr. Craig Miller, Classified Advertising, The 
American Legion Magazine, c/o James G. Elliott 
Company, Inc., 626 Wilshire Blvd., Suite 500, Los 
Angeles, CA 90017. (213) 624-0900, Ext. 1228, FAX 
(213) 624-0997. All classified advertising is pay- 
able in advance by check or money order. Please 
make remittance payable to "The American Legion 
Magazine." RATES: $30 per word. Count street 
addresses and box numbers as two words; all city, 
state and zip codes as three words. CIRCULATION: 
2,550,000 per month. DEADLINE: Advertising copy 
must be received 60 days before cover date of 
issue desired. All advertisements are accepted at 
the discretion of the publisher. 

APPAREL 



SUSPENDERS. Patented "no-slip clip." Catalog, 
(800) 700-4515, www.suspenders.com. 

BOOKS & MAGAZINES 



GOD COUNTRY SELF-INTEREST, (301) 598-5427. 

DOGFACES, Combat veterans personal tales of 
war. Pineknot Publishing, Box 462054, Garland, 
TX 75046. $12-includes mailing. 

OF INTEREST TO ALL 



BETTER THAN VIAGRA? Works immediately. Buy 
2, get 1 free, (800) 458-1613. 



WWW.BEHOLDJESUS.INFO. 



WWW.MILITARYVETCHAT.COM. 

JADE EAST fragrance. (800) 241-5800, www. 
kdc-regency.com. 

OUR BUSINESS IS ROLLING, American Thrust 
Tobacco LLC. Roll your own tobacco, machines, 
tubes, accessories. Free brochure, (800) 846- 
5856, www.americanthrusttobacco.com. 

CASINO SUPPLIES/PLAYING CARDS 

CATALOG, (800) 233-0828, www.kardwell.com. 

COINS & COLLECTIBLES 

RESERVE your 2005 American Silver Eagle, (800) 
443-9560. 

PERSONALS 

FREE CATALOG. Meet nice singles, (931) 879- 
4625. 

WANTED 

FLUGEL BUGLE, (406) 494-3329. 

BOY SCOUT PATCHES, (940) 566-5766. 

SWORDS, (800) 798-6167. 

BANJOS, (800) 451-9728. 

CAMERAS: Buying/selling, call Ritz Collectibles, 
(800) 956-9132. 
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LEGION SHOPPER 

^jagr^Didn't Work? 



•VacuumTherapy System 

• 95% Success 

• Covered by Medicare 
For Free Information Call 
1-800-475-3091 encO&e, 



m 



eed sleep? 

Get the best night's sleep 
you have ever had! 




Integrity, Quality, Solutions: 

these are the promises Atlas Van Lines 
makes to The American Legion family - 
whether you are moving within the 
same state or across the country. 

• Minimum 55% discount 
on interstate shipments 

• FREE estimate 

• FREE valuation for 
up to $75,000 

. Atlas' worldwide network 



Iml 



1-800-211-5379 

(Call Ed Anderson Today!) 

ed.anderson@imlachgroup.com 
Imlach Movers of Ohio 

1919 N. Ridge RcL, Lorain, OH 44055 
www.imlachgroup.com 




Interstate Agent for Atlas 



U.S. DOT No. 125550 



HEARING AIDS 

UP TO 60% SAVINGS 



30-DAY 
TRIAL 

TRY 
BEFORE 
YOU BUY 

GUARANTEED LOWEST PRICES! 

•ALL MAKES & MODELS -TERMS ARRANGED 
•30YRS. EXPERIENCE -ALL MAKE REPAIRS 
•CUSTOM INSTRUMENT SPECIALISTS • 

FOR FREE INFORMATION CALL: 

1-800-323-1212 

We're the oldest, biggest and best 

LLOYDS, DEPT. AL BOX 1645, ROCKFORD, IL 61110 




SLEEP COMFORT 

^ADJUSTABLE BEDS 

1 Available in wall-hugger, innerspring 

coil, pillowtop, latex & memory foam, 
i Lifetime Limited Warranty. 
1 Exclusive wireless remote for all sizes. 



FREE Video & Brochure! 
Call today! 

1-800-401-8692 

NO SALESMAN WILL COME TO YOUR HOME. 
Or write to: 
Sleep Comfort Adjustable Beds, 
15950 Bernardo Center Drive, Suite B, 
San Diego, CA 92127 
www.sleep-comfort.com 



U.S. 


MILITARY MEDALS & RIBBONS 




GTAGS 




Mi FREE CATALOG! 

W FREE SHIPPING! 

f TOLL FREE TEL: 800-864-5062 

' VETS SUPPLY LINE 

, 10550 CO. RD 81, #218 


PATCH 


DO 




P MAPLE GROVE, MN 55369 

S% FREE RIBBON BAR MOUNTING - FAST DELIVERY 


m 

CO 


CUSTOM BALL CAPS-NAVY SHIP CAPS 


WEB SITE: www.vetssupplyline.com 



Gold Breaks ThoughJ450 p/o 
New 16 Yr. HighJ 

$5 Gold, 
Eagle | 

Only... $ 52 95 



Gold has reached a new 16 \^; ; -►^■'■^^ u f • Mi 
yr. high with analysts forcast-^<"^ 
ing $650 gold this Spring. 2005 
$5 American Gold Eagle (1/10 oz.) first strike quality. 

3 coins $158.85+$9 s&h $167.85 

5 coins $264.75+$10 s&h $274.75 

10 coins $529.50+$17 s&h $546.50 

50 coin Mint Tube $2,647.50+$30 s&h . . . $2,677.50 
Call now to lock in your order as this price is subject 
to change due to the rising price of gold. 

Eastern Numismatics Inc 

642 Franklin Ave Garden City, N.Y. 1 1530 

1-800-835-0008 

N.Y. state residents add appropriate sales tax. 

on the internet at USCOINS.COM 



Major 
Credit Cards 
Accepted 



e © ■ 


Veterans, Your 
Military Awards! 


r*V 


3000 Official Medals, 
Badges, Patches & 
Insignia For • Army 
I • Air Force • Marines 
^ • Navy • Coast Guard 

3^ /^NEW KoreaX Ml 
Service Medal )\\mf 
^^^^^jwailable^/ 


Call for your FREE Color Catalog 

M A e m d e a }y f 1-800-486-1651 


wibstore @ www.usmedals.com 



MEN'S WIDE SHOES 



EEE-EEEEEE, SIZES 5-15 

• FREE catalog 

• High quality 

• 200 styles 

HITCHCOCK SHOES,INC. 

Dept. 5B Hingham, MA 02043 
1-0OO992-WIDE www.wideshoes.com 




FLAGS • POLES • FLAGS* POLES • FLAGS • POLES 



FLAG & BANNER SUPPLY 

•Top Quality ^' lscounts i0 organizations 
•Heavy Duty «te Full Line of Flags & Banners 
•All U.S. Made WBfea New & Complete Catalogue 
Call for quotes on V^§M-80{H)26tLAG (3524) 
flagpole discounts V ™|_OCAL740-335-7730AISOeves| 



www.FlagAndBannerSupply.com 



WHEN VIAGRA FAILS! 



Rejoyn your sex life 

•Treatment for Impotence • Proven Safe & Efficient 
Medicare & FDA approved 
Also available without a prescription at: 

RITE-AID & Watgreens e-commerce 

Rejoyn.com or 800-578-6916 



A New Style in 
Military Rings 




Are you looking for something different 
than a school-style service ring? Call or 
write for our free color catalog showing 
150 Classic Military Rings, plus a 
Special Report you should read before 
buying any military ring! Call today: 
1-503-731-9256 (24 hr. recorded 
message). Or write: Classic Rings, 
435 SE 85, Dept. A-205, PorUand OR 97216. 



www.ClassicRings.com | Code A-205 | 
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Morgan Silver Dollarsi men...look taller! 



Select Brilliant Uncirculated 
ISS6 «^ $ 25 MS-60/63 

1889 «-* $ 25 

1890 e* $ 27 
1896 «* $ 27 
1921 

I92I~I>*3£> 
I92I-S $ 33 



Call Toll Free I -888-260-81 I I ^fB™ 

or send payment to: URDS "tCEPTED 

9 Susan Drive • Wading River, NY I 1792 

Add $6 P&H/Prices Subject to Change 
NY State Residents Add Sales Tax 




• HAT PINS 

</> 
111 
X 

o 

I 



MEDALS • 



• FREE COLOR CATALOG 

• 2500+ Military Designs 

• Army, Navy, Air Force, Marines 

• Call now! Toll-free! 
1-888-223-1159 

• Custom pins & patches available. 
Dealer inquires welcome. 



by Hoover's Mfg., Co. 

P.O. Box 547AL, Peru, IL 61354 
Fax: 1-815-223-1499 
Email: dave@hmchonors.com 
Website: www.hmchonors.com 



EUROPE, RUSSIA & CHINA 
RIVER CRUISES FROM $999 




Cruise with English-speaking guides on 7 - 18 night trips with 
Conde Nast Traveler's "Gold List" winner and #1 River Cruise 
Line, Viking River Cruises. 124-306 passenger deluxe ships. 
All river-view cabins, gourmet food, included shore tours. Call 
today for FREE BROCHURE: 1-800-706-0415 or sign up for 
email specials, and free brochure at vikingrivercruises.com. 

CST: #2052644-40 VIKING RIVER CRUISES 



Erectile Dysfunction 



can be treated safely & effectively without 
drugs or surgery. This vacuum therapy 
treatment is covered by Medicare. 
Also, diabetic supplies at little or no cost. 

1-800-815-1577 Ext 85 



Tell The World YOU Served 

Military Rings- All Branches 

1000's of styles to choose from 
starting at $149 




■ 



TJ Jewelry 

857 E. White Mountain Blvd. 
Pinetop,AZ 85935 
1-800-544-9706 www.tjjewelry.com 



ELEVATORS::. Shoes that make you appear 
up to 3" taller. Over 100 styles. Money Back 
Guarantee. Hidden height increaser inside 
shoes. Making men taller since 1939. Call 
or write for FREE color catalog. 

ELEVATORS® A 

RICHLEE SHOE CO., DEPT. AL52 

P.O. BOX 3566, FREDERICK, MD 21705 



1-800-343-3810 




I Soapstone is nature's f 
1 perfect stove material - 

' beautiful, durable, and ! 
' naturally efficient. M 
I It heats steadily and £7 
I comfortably - hour 
I after hour, day after day, 
I and night after night. 
I No power required. 
I Call for a free catalog. 

I Woodstock Soapstone Co., 66 Airpark Rd, Dept. 2158, W. Lebanon NH 03784 

www.woodstove.com 



1-888-664-8188 



www.militarvmatters.com 



Military Matters *AL52 

1304 Portland Ave. 
[Rochester, NY 14621 J 

10am -5pm Mon. - Sat. 

Color Catalog $3.95 

fs pins medals patches 
"cense plates & more! 



new Musical Bottle Opener 




Hear 

Mm tou< 




Hear Military Songs . . . 
. . . when the opener 
touches the bottlecap! 



• The Army Song 

• The Marine Hymn 

• The Air Force Song 

• Anchors Aweigh 



1-800-535-0131 

Pacific Direct 
26285 Twelve Trees Ln. 
Pouslbo, WA 98370 
www.m i I itaryopeners.com 



MOVING???? 




northAmerican Offers 
Moving Discounts 

SAVE $$$ 

On Your Next 
Interstate Move! 

North American Van Lines offers 
American Legion members discounts 
on interstate moves. (Long Distance 
State to State). Let North American, 
the world's largest professional mover, 
transport your household goods with 
moving services to meet every need 
and budget. In addition to a discount, 
you will receive up to $50,000 coverage 
on your household goods at no charge. 

For more information or a free 
estimate call: North American Van 
Lines/Moving Solutions. 

1-800-524-5533 

Email: movingvalue@comcast.net 




Palmer's one-hand operated, double & 
single seat 3 wheelers are Gear driven. 
, ♦ FREE BROCHURE + 

Call 800-847-1304 ^ 

J VyV PALMER INDUSTRIES -> v73 
\ c<K P.O. BOX 5707AGJ V ' 
W ENDICOTT NY 13763 

ALSO PEDAL / ELECTRIC 1 & 2 SEATERS & 
HANDCYCLES, ELECTRIC KIT FOR TRIKES 

Visit us at our Web Site: www.palmerind.com 



Hearing Aids ! Free Catalog ! 




Save Up To 70% 



1-800-462-5778 1 

Ui,i.ij,ui<m 

I P. O. Box A-3976 Chicago, II. 60690 1 
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parting shots | 

"I don't blame 
Congress. If I had 
$600 billion, I'd be 
irresponsible too." 

-Anonymous 

JIM WENT TO VISIT his 90 -year- 
old grandfather. The next 
morning, his grandfather 
prepared a breakfast of eggs and 
bacon. Jim noticed a filmy 
substance on his plate and 
asked, "Are these plates clean?" 
His grandfather replied, "Those 
plates are as clean as cold water 
can get them, so go on and finish 
your meal." 

That afternoon, while eating 
hamburgers his grandfather 
made for lunch, Jim noticed tiny 
specks around the edge of his 
plate and what appeared to be 
dried egg yolk. He asked again, 
"Are you sure these plates are 
clean?" Without looking up from 
his hamburger, his grandfather 
answered, "I told you, those 
dishes are as clean as cold water 
can get them. Don't ask me about 
it no more!" 

Later that afternoon, Jim left to 
get dinner in a nearby town. As 
he was leaving, his grandfather's 
dog started to growl and wouldn't 
let him pass. Jim yelled, "Grandpa, 
your dog won't let me out." 





SCriOQi€f 

"What did I tell you about putting out those towels your mother gave us?" 

Without diverting 
his attention from the 
football game on TV, 
his grandfather 
shouted, "Coldwater, 
go lie down!" 

NEWS FLASH: 

Research causes 
cancer in rats. 



ACTUAL 911 CALL 

Dispatcher: "Nine-one- 2E| 
one. What is your 
emergency? " 
Caller: "I heard what 
sounded like gunshots 
coming from the 
brown house on the 
corner." 

Dispatcher: "Do you have an 
address?" 

Caller: "No, I'm wearing a blouse 
and slacks. Why?" 

OVER BREAKFAST, a woman 
said to her husband, "I'll bet you 
don't know what day this is." 

"Of course I do," he answered, 
as if offended. Then he left for 
the office. 

At 10 a.m., the doorbell rang. 
When the woman opened the 
door, she was handed a box of a 
dozen long-stemmed red roses. 
At 1 p.m., a foil-wrapped box of 
her favorite chocolates arrived. 
Later, a boutique delivered a 
designer dress. 

The woman couldn't wait for 




"My wife? She's you, plus 100 pounds." 

her husband to return home. 
"First flowers, then chocolates 

and a dress!" she exclaimed. 
"I've never had a more wonderful 

Groundhog Day in my life!" 

A WOMAN went to the mall to 
buy Valentine's Day cards for her 
son and father. One store's 50- 
foot display had hundreds of 
cards. She muttered out loud, "I 
wonder if they have anything for 
ex-husbands." The clerk behind 
the counter answered, "Oh, yes, 
ma'am, we do, but they're in 
sporting goods." 

"Really?" the woman asked. 

"Yes, ma'am. They're called 
darts." 
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Asbestos 



: % Cancer Hits 
Former 
" Sailors 




Many sailors who served their country proudly aboard 
ships in the World War II, Korean, and Vietnam War eras, 
are now being diagnosed with asbestos-related cancers. 



For Compensation Information: 

FREE PACKET for mesothelioma 
or lung cancer, diagnosis/death, 
please contact: 



The David Law Firm 




Defeating Today's Goliaths' 



Toll Free 1-800-998-9729 

Email: info@thedavidlawfirm.com 
www.asbestos-attorney.com/n4658 

The David Law Firm, P.C. 

Jonathan David* 
10655 Six Pines Drive, #260 
The Woodlands, TX 77380 
(Greater Houston Area) 

Handling cases nationwide with 
local co-counsel in state of filing. 



For Medical Information: 

FREE PACKET for mesothelioma 
patients, please contact: 



Mesothelioma Web 

Hope * Support * Help 



Toll Free 1-877-367-6376 

Email: info@mesotheliomaweb.org 
www.mesotheliomaweb.org/n4658 



The most comprehensive 
resource for Mesothelioma 
patients and their families. 



* Licensed by the Supreme Court of Texas. 
Not Certified by the Texas Board of Legal Specialization. 




Special one-time 
get acquainted 
offer on 
our newest 

NO IRON 

Polyester 
Gabardines. 
ACT 
NOW.' 




1/ 





slacks ^JT^and 
p the 







Waist Sizes: 32 34 35 36 
37 38 39 40 41 42 43 44 
Big Men (SAME LOW PRICE): 
46 48 50 52 54 



Inseams: 27 28 29 30 31 32 33 34 



□ VISA 



77L-03034 







J 


H " Jlim 



WHAT 
WAIST? 



Brown 



WHAT 
INSEAM? 



HOW 
MANY? 



i Card # 



_Exp.: 



j Mr. Mrs. Ms. 
i Address 



. Apt. # _ 



1-800-543-4810 



haband.com 



! City & State Zip 

I 100% Satisfaction Guaranteed or Full Refund of Purchase Price at Any Time! 1 



. : - 



